38 Lessonen Ezra & Esther

Taught in 2023 at the Fulshear church of Christ

These lessons are presented in chronological order. LessdBs tover
Ezra 16, Lessons 1581 cover Esther, and Lessons3®cover Ezra-10.
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LESSON 1

Why Study Ezra?

We are about to spend a lot of time studying the book of Ezra. Apart from
being a book of the Bible and apart from telling us a great deal about God
(which arecertainly reasons enough to study it in depth), why should we spend
so much time studying Ezra?

And, asked more broadly, why should we spend so much time studying this
particular period of history involving the exile and the return from exile?

One immediate answer is that we should spend a lot of time on it because God
spends a lot of time on it in his word Daniel, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Zechariah,
Haggai, Obadiah, Malachi, Ezra, Esther, and Nehemiah.

Another immediate answer to why we should study #aele is that it shows
God doing something that he had done beferié shows us God hitting the
reset button!

God had earlier done that with the flood, and God did it again with the exile.
His people had become so godless and perverted that God sent them into exile
to teach them a lesson and to cleanse them. And it worked! We will see how
well it worked in our sudy of Ezra!

And there is a lesson for us there as well. Yes, God opens doors, but sometimes
God closes doors. And sometimes when the people of God fail to live as they
should, God looks elsewhere for faithful people to do his will on this earth.

[ SGQa 221 ySEG G mn Y2NB NBlazya

Reason 1: The themes of Ezra are themes for us as well.

Anytime we study a book of the Bible verse by verse over an extended period
of time, we run a risk. The risk is that we will fail to see how those verses tie
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together ¢ that we will fail to see the themes of the book. Not every book in
the Bible is like the book of Proverbs, which for the most part would still make
perfect sense even if you put the verses in a shoebox and shook it up!

So what are the themes of Ezra? We will consider that question in more detalil
flr0SNE odzi tSéGQa t221 0 + FS¢g y260

As we work this book together, we will see that it has three primary themes:
the temple, the law, and the wall. And we will see that each of those themes
in Ezra has a counterpart for us today.

We will also see two themes about the people of God in Etnair continuity
with the people of God who came before them and their separation from the
heathen nations that surrounded them. And, again, those are important
themes for us as well.

We will also see two themes about God on display throughout Ezra as well as

Estherc D2RQa adSFHRT¥lFradySaa FyR D2RQa a2@SNB

promises, and he is steadfast in fulfilling them and working on behalf of his

people. And God is sovergig 2 SNJ KAa ONBIF A2y d 9 NIKfE &

purposes; whether or not they intend to do so!

Each of these themes has an important message for us, and we need to keep
them all in mind as we study this book.

## Reason 2: Ezra teaches us why history is important

9T NI (Sl OKSa dza lto2dzi 2yS 2F GKS Yzai
KAdaG2NRBS yR OSNIIFAyfe 2yS 2F GKS Yz2ail

of redemption. Absent the events in Ezra, the church could not have been
established in Acts 2 accongj to prophecy. That is how important this book
is!

As the handout shows, during the 396ar period from Nabopolassar until

l £t SEF YRSNDRE O2yljdzSad 2F GKS t SNAALIYy&AS

then Persian kings surrounded elsewhere in the world by such figures as
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Buddha, Confucius, Plato, Socrates, and Aristotle. With all that was going on in

the world, who would have thought that the most important events by far

involved a few hundred thousand former captives located in a backwater

Persian province? Butthingsaye2 i | f gl 8a gKI i GKS& &asSSvyo
at work, and God does not need the might or wisdom of man to accomplish

his plans!

But why should we study all of this history? The theme of the Bible is the
redemption of man through Jesus Christ, but that theme is not just a
philosophical idea that is disconnected from daily life. Instead, it is developed
within the history of mankingd and most of that history centers on the history

of one people, Israel.

Over half of the Bible consists of historical narration in which the inspired word
NBLISIi§SRf& SYLKIaiAl Sa DaRiestandNEE@,Se Ay (KI {
must understand its historical context. The study of this history will also

provide some modern lessons because the Bible teaches us that the way God

works with his people in one historical context, such as the Persian Empire,

can helpus understand how he works in other contexts.

Yes, Ezra is histogybut it is so much more than just history. We need to be
adz2NB dKIFG 6S R2y QG YAaa (GKS o0A3 LIAOGAINE A

Marcion lived from around AD 85 to 160. He believed that the actions of God
in the Old Testament were incompatible with the teachings of Jesus in the New
Testament. This view was an outgrowth of the Gnosticism that is roundly
condemned in the New Testamerlarcion still has is followers todgythose

who believe the God of the Old Testament is not the same God we see in the
New Testament. | know of a very wkliown gospel preacher who left the
church for that very reasoghe could not reconcile in his nd the God of the

Old Testament with the God of the New Testament, and he ultimately
concluded incorrectly that they were two different Gods.

Of course, that view is completely wrong. There is one God, and the God we
see in the Old Testament is the same God we see in the New Testament. And
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the nature of God has not changed. The loving God we see in the New
Testament is the same loving God we see in the Old Testament.

We cannot hope to understand all that God wants us to know about him if we

FILAE G2 addzReé GKS hitR ¢SaidlyYSydgo 2SS O yQi
know about the New Testament without studying the Old Testament. The Old

Testament takes up about 3/4f the entire Bibleg that alone should tell us

something about its importance in understanding what we need to know

about God and his plan.

The church is built not just on the foundation of the apostles, but on the
foundation of the apostles and thaophets(Ephesians 2:20). The roots of the
New Testament are in the Old Testament, and we cannot hope to understand
the New Testament without studying the Old Testament. And vice versa
those who try to understand the Old Testament apart from the New
Testament lave a veil over their eyes (2 Corinthians 3:14).

Ezra teaches us about histogyand it is history that God wants us to know
about and understand so that we can better understand his love of his people
and his love of the world and better understand all that God has done to bless
the world through Christ

Reason 3: Ezra teaches us about fulfilled prophecy.

Predicting things is easyjust ask any weatherman. The difficult thing is to
predict something that actually happens, and particularly so when the
prediction includes the time frame in which the event will occur.

The Bible does that over and over, and such fulfilled prophecies are perhaps

the clearest statement of the inspiration of the Bible. Fulfilled prophecies

should cause people with honest hearts to believe what the Bible says about

other matters¢ and leaveshose who do not believe with no excuse for their
RAA0SEASTD . 221a 2F (GKS . Ao0fS OGKIG aKz2g |
very important reasor they reinforce the divine origin of this book.
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Think about the gospel writers, for example. They repeatedly point back to the
Old Testament to show that what was happening was a fulfilment of
prophecy. Why? Because that fulfillment showed that what was happening
was from God. And, more importantly four question, it presupposed that
the readers of those gospel accounts knew the Old Testament and were
familiar with those prophecies. If knowledge of the Old Testament was
important then, is it any less so today?

What, after all, is the purpose today of the Old Testament?

Galatians 322462 KSNBEF2NB GKS f1 ¢ 6Fa 2dN) a0Kz22fY
/| KNA A&l dE

Trying to learn the New Testament apart from the Old is like studying without

a schoolmaster. The Old Testament guides us in our study of the New; it

explains what we are seeing in the New and why we are seeing it. The Old

Testament provides the contextifthe New. We cannot properly understand

the New Testament apart from the Old Testament. That is why God gave us

both.

What prophecies are fulfilled in Ezra? We will consider that question in more

RSGIFIAE +a 6S Y2@S (KNRdAAK (GKS @aSEGZ odzi f
immediate example and a distant example (distant as viewed from the time of

Ezra).

The immediate fulfillment of prophecy is mentioned in the very first verse. The
return of the people to Jerusalem from Babylonian captivity occurred as
Jeremiah had foretold and when Jeremiah had said it would happen.

We talked about these prophecies when we studied Daniel 9. Specifically, the
prophecies are:

Jeremiah 25:11a! yR GKA& ¢gK2tS fFyR akKkFftt oS I RS
astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy
&SI NRA®¢
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Jeremiah 29:106 C2 NJ Kdza a4l AGK GKS [2NRX ¢KIFG F7Fd
accomplished at Babylon | will visit you, and perform my good word toward
@2dzZ AYy OldzaAy3 @2dz G2 NBOGdzNYy G2 GKAA LX I
What is this 70 year period? The first deportation likely occurred in 605 BC. If
we count out 70 years, we get 535 BC, which is close to the year when the first
exiles finally returned to the land. (We discussed this question in great detail
in our study & Daniel.)

So, Ezra begins by showing the fulfilment of an immediate prophdbg
return from the 70 year exile.

As for the distant prophecy, we need to go back to Isaiah 2, which was written

over 100 years before than Ezra. Isaiah 2:3, in a prophecy about the church,
aldlrGdSay aC2NJ 2dzi 2F %Azy akKlrtt 32 GKS {1
WS NHza I £ SYdé &[ dipaS GHKmSY narl YISStdK Ay Y aG! yR (Kl
remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning

4 WSNYzal t Syewég !'yR !'0a H aKz2ga (GKAa GOSNE
2.

How does prophecy from Isaiah 2 relate to Ezra? Simple. For the prophecy of
Isaiah 2 to be fulfilled the people of God had to be in Jerusalem in the days of
the Roman kings which Daniel 2 tells us is when the church would be
established and Acts 2 tells us is when the church was established. They Jews
could not stay in Babylon. They could not be scattered to the winds as had
happened with the Northern tribes. They had to be in Jerusalem in the first
century.

And more than that the temple had to be around in the first century as well,
and when Daniel was written the temple had been destroyed. That meant the
temple had to be rebuilt.

How do we know that the temple had to be around in the first century?

Because Matthew 24:15 tells us that Daniel had prophesied about the

destruction of the temple at the hands of the Romans. Also, John 2:17 tells us

that one of the prophecies of Jesus wak | & aGKS TSIt 2F (GKAYyS
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SFGSY YS dzlldé |1 2¢ O2dzxZ R (GK2aS LINPLIKSOAS.:
temple?

In short, for the prophecies about Jesus and his church to be fulfilled, the Jews
had to be in Jerusalem in the first century and the Jewish temple had to be in
Jerusalem in the first century. Neither of those things is true when the book of

Ezra opens!

One more example of fulfilled prophecgythe book of Ezra is a fulfillment of
Isaiah 44:28.

G¢KIG alAGK 2F /@NHzazX 1S A& Y& aKSLKSNR:Z
even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy
F2dzy RF GA2Yy &aKlfft 0SS fIAR®DE

And that prophecy from Isaiah is one of the more remarkable in the Bible.

Why? Because it mentions Cyrus by name over 100 years before he was born.

Josephus says that these prophecies were what caused Cyrus to issue his
decree:

! OO2NRAyYy3Af & $gKSYy /&NdHza NBIR (G4KAazX FyR I
earnest desire and ambition seized upon him to fulfill what was so written;

so he called for the most eminent Jews that were in Babylon, and said to

them, that he gave them leave to godiato their own country, and to

rebuild their city Jerusalem, and the temple of God, for that he would be

their assistant, and that he would write to the rulers and governors that

were in the neighborhood of their country of Judea, that they should

contribute to them gold and silver for the building of the temple, and

0SaARSa GUKF(GX o0Slrada T2NJ GKSANI all ONAFAOSaA

The Bible tells us that God stirred Cyrus to do these thiqgerhaps God did

GKFGO a0ANNAY3I o0& LWzidAy3a /eNMzaAQ yIYS Ay |
was born! That would certainly have stirred me!

Reason 4: Ezra teaches us how to deal with criticism

The book of Ezra shows us how to deal with opposition and criticism. Such
attacks in Ezra came both from within and from without.
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There are two types of criticism fromithin ¢ that from within the group and

that from within the person. Perhaps the most debilitating type of criticism is
selfcriticismandselR2dzo G @ aLG oAttt yYySOSNI g62NJH 2 K2
2 Kg aK2dzZ R lyez2yS fAadaSy UGeapoMatteNI T2t 26
al'YS OK2NMHza FTNRBY 2ySQa FStft26 62NJ] SNA | YR
in, then work will almost always grind to a halind we see that happening in

Ezra.

Anyone running the race for God can expect Satan to throw up one hurdle
after another¢ and most of those hurdles involve criticism. How should a child
of God respond?

First, we should determine whether the criticism is valid. If it is, then the critic
has done us a favor, and we should respond accordingly.

Second, if the criticism is not valid, then we should remain focused on our task
and not allow the criticism to derail or delay us on that path. Criticism will
always be there, and so we should not be surprised by it. Instead, we should
expect it, be readyor it, and deal with it.

Again, the book of Ezra gives us some wonderful examples on how to deal with
criticism and opposition. It also gives us some examples on how not to deal
GAUK ONARGAOAAY YR 2LIXRaAGA2YH !4 GAYS
getofftrack duetooppdsi A 2y >~ YR D2RQ&a& LINRPLIKS(Ga KL
get things back on track.

>
R

ax

Reason 5: Ezra teaches us about restoration

The people returned to Jerusalem with a purpase restore the temple.
Although it would not possess the splendor it once enjoyed (3:12), both the
people and God would be pleased (Haggai9):.4

But it is not enough to restore just the physical, outward forms; hearts must
also be restored. Restoring a building is a great undertaking, but restoring the
heart is the most difficult task of all. There would be little advantage in having
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a wall to defend against enemies if the people inside the wall had corrupt
hearts.

CKS g2NR AGNBAG2NIGA2YE A& +y AYLRNIFIYG &
not (as some teach) because the church of Christ is a product of the restoration

movement in the sense that our historpegins with the restoration

movement. It is instead because the church today is a restored church. What

do | mean by that?

C2NJ YlIye &SINAZ (GKS [2NRQa OKdzZNOK gl a | f
almost) completely absent from this world having been lost in a sea of religious

error and confusion. Eventually, some began to turn from that religious

confusion and turn insteadtthe Bible to determine what God wants from his

people. And, in doing so, the church of the New Testament was restored by

following the pattern laid out in that New Testament.

Did the history of the church begin with that restoration? Obviouslyqibie
g2NR aNBalG2NBRe¢ LIRAyda dza ol O1 (G2 a2YSGKA
the church established in Acts 2.

That first century church is what was restored, and the fact that we are a part
of that church today after it was almost naxistent for so many years is what

| mean when | say that the church today is a restored church. (And we should
thank God every datat it has been restored, and we should thank God every
day for the preservation of his word that allowed us to know what had to be
done to restore the church.)

That history of the churclg from loss to restoratiorg is the history of Ezra.
The restoration in Ezra does not involve the restoration of the chqrttre
new Israel¢ but rather it involves the restoration of the temple and the
restoration of proper waship for the old Israel.

If we want to understand the importance of restoratiqrand of the constant
need for us to continually compare what we are doing with the pattern in the
Bible¢ then Ezra is the perfect place to start.
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Is restoration of the church todayantinuingactivity? Yes and no.

Some people who say that restoration is a continuing activity do so to argue
that the church is just another denomination, and that all denominations are
on the road to restoration, and that we may just be a bit further ahead than
some of the others on tharoad. | completely reject that notion for at least
two reasons.

First, | reject their premise. | see no evidence that any of the denominations
are on the road toward a restoration of the divine pattern for the church. If
any are, then that is good; but they will have to abandon their

denominationalism if they wanttdF 2 f £ 26 D2RQ& LI GGSNy o

before ¢ most of the leaders in the restoration movement came out of
denominationscd dzii G KS 1S@ LIKNI&asS GKSNB Aa

[ 2NRQa OKdzNDOK ®

Second, | reject the idea that restoration is a continuing process in that sense
because the restoration movement was a success. The church was restored,
and members of the church of Christ today are members of the same church
that we see in Acts 2. In thaense, restoration is not a continuing activity but

is rather a completed activity.

But, if by continuing activity we mean only that we must be constantly vigilant
to compare what we are doing with the pattern in the Bible, then yes,
restoration is a continuing activity in that sense.

And restoration is not just a corporate activity. Christians must do more than
just compare what we do in worship with the pattern of the Biglee must

also compare our own lives to that pattern. Jesus left us the perfect example
to follow, and we shoul@dlways be comparing what we do with that perfect
pattern.
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Whatever it is that we are trying to restore, Ezra shows us how to govi
must return to the word of God. If we look anywhere else, then our attempts
at restoration will fail.

Reason 6: Ezra teaches us about the church

It is easy to become discouraged when we look at the sad state of many
O2yaANBIlIGA2ya 2F GKS [2NRQaA OKdzZNOK® 2 2YS
musical instruments are entering the worship service; elders are disappearing;

baptism is being watered down. Bizra has a message for us, and it is

message of purity, proper worship, continuity, and restoration. The message

of Ezra is a message we need to hear. It is a message of encouragement for the

faithful remnant.

A major focus of the book of Ezra is the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem
following its destruction many years earlier by Nebuchadnezzar.

When the New Testament opens, the rebuilt temple is in Jerusalem (with some
major additions built by Herod). When the New Testament ends, the temple
is once again destroyed, but something infinitely better has taken its gace
the church. Is that someth@qwe see in Ezra?

Yes, we see that in Ezra, we see that in prophets long before Ezra (Isaiah), we
see that in prophets shortly before Ezra (Daniel and Ezekiel), and we see that
in prophets contemporaneous with Ezra (Haggai and Zechariah).

Do you mean that the prophets foretold the destruction of the very temple
GKFG 61a&a 60SAy3a NBodzAtd Fd GKAa GAYSK |, Sax
2.

Haggai prophesied during the time of the book of Ezra, and in fact Haggai is
mentioned by name in Ezra 5:1 and 6:14.

In Haggai 2:4, we read:
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GC2NJ GKdza alAdK GKS [hw5 2F K2adaT ,Sd 2y
shakethe heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; And | will
shakeall nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and | will fill this
K2dzaS ¢6A0K 3JE2NBZ alAGK GKS [hwb5 2F Kz2ada

And then turn to Hebrews 12:289 ¢

G2 K2aS @2A0S (KSy &aKz221 GKS SIFENIKY odzi y?2

once more khakenot the earth only, but also heaven. 27 And this word,

Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things thatsdraken as

of things that are made, that those things whizdnnot be shakemay

remain. 28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom wtgehnot be moved let

us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and

J2Rf& FSENY Hd C2NJ 2dzNJ D2R A& | O2yadzYAy3
YR 6KIG Aa GKAA dakKl | AdeSdibingyTurmto 33+ A w |
Matthew 24:29¢

GLYYSRAIFIGSE@ I FGSNI GKS GGNRodzZA FGAZ2Yy 2F (K2

and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven,

and the powers of the heavens shall &fleakenb €

Verse 34 of Matthew 24 confirms that verse 29 is describifigsacentury
event¢ the destruction of the temple and the city of Jerusalem in AD 70.

And what replaced that temple? Hebrews 12:28 just toldds2 K SNBE T2 NB 4 S
NEOSAGAY3I | 1AY3IR2Y HKAOK OFyy2i 06S Y20SR
cannot be shaken. That immovable unshakable kingdom of Hebrews is the
indestructible kingdom of Daniet£4 ¢
G!'yR AYy GKS RlIe&a 2F (GKSasS (Ay3a akKkftf GKS
which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it
AKFEt adlFyR F2N SOSNIE
This rebuilt temple in Ezra was never intended to be permanent, but rather
would be replaced by something that was permanent and indestructible and
immovablecg the church of Christ.

The church was established in Acts 2, and the Jewish temple was destroyed
about 40 years later in AD 70, just as Jesus had described in Matthews 24.
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LESSON 2

Reason 6: Ezra teaches us about the church (continued)

To see something else that Ezra teaches us about the church, we need to look
at Ezekiel.

Daniel, Ezekiel, and Jeremiah lived at the same time, but only Daniel and
Ezekiel were exiled to BabylanJeremiah stayed behind. And while Daniel
f AGSR Ay (GKS 1Ay3Qa LIfFOST 91 S1ASt fAGBSF

Ezekiel 37 begins with one of the most amazing and well known prophecies in
the entire Bible. Ezekiel is taken in a vision to a valley filled with human bones
that had been dried, bleached, and scattered.

In verse 3 Ezekiel hears a question that must have seemed preposterous to
KAYY {2y 2F Ylyz Oy (0KS&aS o02ySa fAQBSK:
AYRAOIF(0Sa KAa | LIINBOAFGAZ2Y F2NJ D2RQa L} g S

God tells Ezekiel to preach to these dead, dry bones, and Ezekiel obeys despite

the apparent absurdity. He tells the bones to hear the word of the Lord!

02 KSYS@OSN) 6S IINB GSYLIWISR y2i0 (G2 LINROfIFAY
't NEBI Ré 1y2¢ paet remzrberEyekid O anfféacher

ever have a deader audience?)

91 S1AStQa 20SRASYOS LINRPRdzOSa AYYSRALFGS N
Ezekiel hears the noise of the bones coming together and being covered by
flesh. They stand up as a vast, living, reconstituted army.

Inverses 1Mn > D2R AYUGSNILINBGA (GKS @AaAirzy F2N 9
NBaLRyaS (2 (KEK2L5Z ISEASYHE aBIPS ahy¥dAN DRy Sa |1
2dzNJ K2LJS A& 3I2yST 6S I NB Odzi 2FF ¢
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Can these bones live? Can a dead and powerless nation in exile and under the
control of a godless nation be resurrected and become a living, thriving
kingdom once again?

D2RQa YSaal3asS ¢gla GKIFIG GKS ylLaAz2zy g2dZ R f
again in their own land; and, the people would know that it was God who had
brought them back to life.

Starting in verse 15 of Ezekiel 37, we find a sequel to the vision of the dry
bones.

Ezekiel was commanded to perform a symbolic action. He took two sticks and
identified them with inscriptions denoting the two former kingdoms of Israel
and Judah. Ezekiel then madee stickof the two by holding them together.
Through this symbolic action Ezekiel portrayed the reunification of the revived
nation.

In verse 18 Ezekiel is asked what this all means, and Ezekiel explains that God

gl a 3F2Ay3A G2 22AYy OftAGSNItte &a3IABSEL W2a
(verse 19). God was going to restore and reunite the nation under one king

(verses 182). Furtherthe nation would never again be divided (verse 22) and

never again would the people serve idols (verse 23). The restored nation would

have David as its king (verse 24). They would be united under one shepherd

(verse 24). They would live under a covenanp@fce (verse 26). The people

would dwell securely forever (verse 25), and a sanctuary would be built among

them that would remain forever (verse 26).

Were the people united under one king from the line of David after their return
from exile? Nog Cyrus and his successors remained their king. Were they
restored to one nation? Na; the Northern tribes never returned. They
remained divided. Were they uniteunder one shepherd? Did they live under

a covenant of peace? Did they dwell in the land securely forever? Did the new
temple remain forever? No to all.
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Those things did not happen when the exiles returqdalit they did happen

They are all blessings enjoyed by the church. Ezekiel 37 begins by describing

the blessings enjoyed by the returned exitdsut Ezekiel 37 ends by describing
the blessings that God had in store for the church.

Those prophecies were fulfilled not by the rebuilt temple but by the eternal
kingdom that came into being in the first century as Daniel had foretold.

In short, when we study about the return from exile in Ezra we are studying

Fo2dzi GKS OKdzZNOK YR D2RQ&a LX Iy FT2N GKS C

Ezekiel 37. The return from exile and the church are intricately intertwined.

The return from exile in the days of Ezra was just a small foretaste of what God

KFR AY a02NB F2NJ KAA FlIAGKTdzA LIS2LX Sd ¢ KS
OSyildz2NASa fFGSN gKSy GKS SOGSNyYyrt 1Ay3a OFY
inswaddlingcld KSas fe@Ay3a Ay | YIYyISNWPE o6[dz] S HY

We must not study Ezra in a vacuum. We need to keep in mind all else that
God tells us, both about what was happening at that time, and about what

God was doing at that time to prepare the way for Christ and the kingdom of

Christ.

Reason 7: Ezra teaches us about separation

There is a strong emphasis in Ezra on separation from any form of defilement
with the surrounding people.

The Jews who returned were a tiny island in a great sea of people and religions.
It was important that they remain pure in doctrine, customs, and ethics. They

YySSRSR (2 0SS daAy GKS ¢g2NIRX odzi y2i

2T (K

{2YS 2F 91 NI Q& IOiAaz2ya Ylé& &aSSY KINBRKZI

AYLRNIFYG A0 é6la Ay D2RQa LXFy GKIFAQ
had been carried into exile because they broke the covenant, and Ezra did not
want that to happen again.
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This time was a crucial turning point in the history of the Jewish people. The
northern tribes had dissolved into the word; would that happen to Judah?

Unchecked assimilation with their neighbors would have meant the end of
GKSANI N2fS Ay D2RQa LI I yo

The church needs to hear this message today. We know that we cannot

O2YLX SiSte aSLINF¥GS 2d2NBSE 9S&a FNRY (GKS g2
2F (KS 62NIRéE om [/ 2NAYUGKAlIYya pYmMnoo 2 §
gospel to the lost. But the commandf @ Corinthians 6:17 remains:

G2 KSNBEF2NBE 02YS 2dzi FNRBY |Y2y3 G4KSYX | yR
FYR (G2dzOK y24 GKS dzy Ot Sy GKAYy3aT FYyR L gA

One way in which we are called to be separate from the world is the same way
that the exiled Jews were called to be separate from the waqrttey were

told to be separate from people who claimed to worship the same God, but
who did not worship God in sgtirand in truth.

Listen to what the exiles heard from their neighbors in Ezra 4:2 and ask
@2dzNESE T AF 6S KSIFNI AAYATIFIN jdzSadAazya (2R
82dzNJ D2RY +a &S R2®¢

And the response? Verseg®t , S KI @S y20KAy3 (42 R2 GgAGK
might seem unloving or uneighborly to some, but it was, of course, the
proper response as the remainder of Ezra shows again and again.

Ask yourself how the book of Ezra would have turned out had Ezra opened the
doors wide to all who claimed to seek God as they did. Ezra knew that claim
was false. How? Because Ezra knew the law of God, and Ezra knew those
neighbors were not following thew of God. Their disobedience put the lie to
their claim to seek God as Ezra did.

The church of Christ is distinctive. And when we quit believing that or quite
teaching that, then we will cease to be the one church that God wants us to
be. We are not just another church on the block! We are the eternal kingdom
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Reason 8: Ezra teaches us about scripture

91T NI NBLISIGSRfe FTFTFANYa GKS OSyiaNrftaAale 2
people.

A

D2RQ& LIS2L)X S t20S YR FT2f{ft2¢6 D2RQa ¢2NROD
those whoarenotD2 RQa LIJS2LJX S Aa (2 &a4SS Kz2g (GKSe (|
the word of God.

¢tKS NBOGAGIET Ay 91 N} aidFNISR gAUGK (GK2aS 4K
2F LANYSt¢ 691 N oYnT mManYoud 91 NI} OFffa
GKAOK (GKS [hw53X GKS D2R 2F LaN} Stz KIFIR 3A
that the people actedt Ay I OO2 NRI yOS 6AGK4 610G Aa 6 NRI

Perhaps more than anywhere else in Scripture, the book of Ezra the Scribe
shows us the power of God at work through written texts.

LY 9T NI} TYHpZI YAYy3 I NIIFIESNES&E sNARGSE G2 9
wisdom of thy Godthat is inthinehandé 2 KIF G &6l & Ay 91 NI Q& KI y
of God, which is the wisdom of God. Is it in our hands?

There is a crucial lesson here, especially for us today. Why especially for us
today? Because we are losing our ability to read.

What do | mean by that? Obviously, | do not mean we are becoming illiterate.
What | mean is that we as a society are losing our ability to read deeply. To
read and study a written text to understand what it means. And why are we
losing that ability?

Think for a moment about Twitter, which has been in the news a lot lately.
What does Twitter teach us about reading?

GCANBUOY @2dz aK2dz RYyQi F20dza 2y Ftyeé 2yS (K
be understood in short, simple statements of 280 characters.
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Second: the world should be interpreted and confidently understood very
quickly.

Third: what matters most is whether people immediately agree with and
applaud your short, simple, speedy statements. A successful statement is one
that lots of people immediately applaud; an unsuccessful statement is one that
people immediately ignore oZcy RS Yy @€

That is not the way to study the Bible or teach the Bible.

Bible study requires time and depth. We need to slow down and focus on the
text. We need to stop and think about what we are reading.

And the most important truths will most often be unpopular when they are
first heard. The popularity of our message should not be our guiding principle.

So am | saying that social media is changing us? Yes, that is what | am saying.
It is changing us, and not for the better.

The proportion of Americans who never read a book in any given year tripled
between 1978 and 2014. Some p&rcent of Americans now do not read a
single book in a typical year. As of 2017, the average American spent
seventeen minutes a day reading booksl&n4 hours a day on their phone.

hyS GKAy3 9f N} (S OKS 4 redmiingpedple. iVikel i D 2

OFryy2i 06S (GKS LJS2LX S D2R ¢lyta dza (2

S FLIINRZIFOK ¢gAGGSNI 2N Cl 0S06221 @ D2RQa

focust and our society is quickly losing all three of those things.

And | am not saying this as an atg@chnology Luddite who wants us to all go
back to Kerosene lamps and dusty books. | am saying this as someone who
has three degrees in electrical engineering. We can use these tools for God,
but we need to use them ithe right way, and we need to be aware of their
dangers to our spiritual webeing.
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Reason 9: Ezra teaches us about worship

Worship is central in Ezra and also in Nehemiah. When the first group of exiles
returned from Babylon, they first built an altar to sacrifice to God; only
afterwards did they build the temple. Still later they built the walls. Worship
was their top prioriy.

LY |y | 3S -crifere§, Elagtppi oysirard

entertainmentorientated evangelism the books of Ezra and Nehemiah

direct our thoughts to a holy God who demands reverent worship and

dzy O2 YLINRYAAAYy3d f2elfde FTNRY KAA LIS2LI Soé
The temple was vital to the Jewish people. Why? Because it was a symbol of
D2RQ& LINB&aSyOS IyR 0SOlFdzaS AdSglad | NBY
1AY3IR2Y 2F LINASadGa yR || K2feé yIGA2YyEé O09E

When the temple was completed, the people celebrated with a large
RSRAOFGA2Y &ASNWAOSS 4KSNB G(GKSe G2FFSNBR |
F2dz2NJ Kdzy RNBR YIS fFYoa FYyRE & + aixy 27FF
(Ezra 6:17). Soon afterward theglebrated the Passover. Then when the city

wall was complete another great celebration was held (Nehemiah 12323).

Worship plays a central role in Ezra. The people wanted to worship, they loved
to worship, and they celebrated when they were able to worship God once
again in the way that he wanted to be worshipped.

Their desire to protect the purity of their worship explains their emphasis on
separation.

If | ever see worship as a dull, boring affaithen | need to study Ezra. By
studying Ezra, we may see worship in a new light.

If we were suddenly unable to worship here because we had been dragged off
into exile somewhere; and if one day we were able to return here and
worship agairg what would that worship service be like? Would we perhaps
return with a new appreciation for #blessings we enjoy when we worship
God at this place?
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And our worship should be a delight to us!
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The exiles experienced that delight when they first returned.
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The delight and the excitement seem to have faded for many.

Malachi preached to the people not long after Ezra and Nehemiah returned,

YR KSNB Aa K2g KS RSAONAROSR GKS LIS2LX SQa
G,S alFlAR Ffaz2sx .SK2fRX gKIG I 6SEFENARySaa A
(Malachi 1:13)

Where do we fall on the scale between those who longed and loved to worship
and those who snuffed at worship?

John4:24caD2R A& | {LANRGY FyR (GKS& GKF{d 62N&
ALIANRG FYR Ay (NHzi Koé

Spirit alone is not enough, and truth alone is not enough. We must worship in

spirit and in truth, and Ezra provides some wonderful examples of proper

worship.

Reason 10: Ezra teaches us about faith
The book of Ezra shows us what faith can accomplish.

Through faith the temple was rebuilt. Although there were obstacles,
eventually God granted them success. We see in Ezra many great examples of
faith. In fact, we will see that, as does Hebrews 11, Ezra includes its own roll
call of faith.

Here is what one commentator had to say about Nehemiah, but it also applies
to Ezra.

G¢2RFe GKSNB IINB Ylyeée LINRBofSYa Ay GKS [ 2N
truth seems to have diminished among those in whom it once appeared to
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be strong. Many are saddened at the apostasy of some churches and

brethren andthewistyg  a K& | G GAGdzZRS 2F 20KSNE® | Aad?2
have endured such challenges and discouragement. The way out is through

faith. God is not unaware of the problemsthose who often feel alone in

upholding His ways. If faithful churches and brethren focus only on the

problems, it will result in shrinkage and more loss. In addition to meeting

the challenges that false brethren pose, we must continue preaching the

Gosgbt (G2 Fff GKS g2NIRXZ NBalG2NAy3I GKS LI G
LINE A RSYOS® 'a (GK2aS 2F bSKSYAI KQa RlI&x ¢
sword (to defend against error) and use the other hand to build the wall of

the church (each new convert beingaliy 3 a2y So® D2R gAff 3ANIy

So there are many reasons to study Ezra, and not just these 10! We could
IAPSY Ylye Y2NB NBlFazya lFa ¢gStto 9T NI K
people of any age and time.

Where Are We and How Did We Get Here?

2 KSYy 91 N} 2L)Syaz D2RQa LIS2LX S INB fABAYy3
did they get there? We need to answer thatiestion before we can fully
appreciate what was involved in getting them back to Jerusalem.

We considered this question when we studied Zechariah, and we considered
AG F3AFAY 6KSYy ¢S aiGdzRASR 5FyAStEs a2 ¢S 672
would if this were the first time we were looking at this history.

At the beginning of the book of Daniel, Babylon had conquered Israel and
carried Daniel and his friends into captivity. By the end of that book, the
Babylonian kingdom was gone, and Meldersia was in control.

Daniel had prophesied about four earthly kingdognBabylon, MedePersia,
Greece, and Rome that would be swept away by the eternal kingdom, the
church.

Our studies in Ezra and Esther will center on the second earthly kingdom in
that list: MedoPersia. All of the events in Ezra and Esther (and also in
Nehemiah) took place during the time of the Persian Empire.
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Jerusalem fell to Nebuchadnezzar in 587 B.C. Jerusalem was destroyed, many
of the Jews were killed, and most of the others were carried off to Babylon.
| TGSNI bS6dzOKFRYSTTIFNRE RSFGIK AY pcH . ®/ 3

The Medes and the Persians were Idglaropean tribes who moved south
from Russia. First they settled in the northwestern part of Iran but later they
migrated further south. The Medes occupied the western part of Iran south of
the Caspian Sea, while the Biens moved farther to the southeast to part of
Iran just north of the Persian Gulf.

¢KS t SNERAIY {1Ay3a ¢ SNBKE®uKnidS &terihg S o ! OKI S
founder of the dynasty, Achaemenes, who was followed by Teispes (Cispis).

2S KIFE@S NBO2NR 2F (g2 ONIYyOKSa 2F ¢SAaLIS
from 640 to 600; and his son, @hyses I, ruled from 600 to 559. Cambyses |

was the father of Cyrus the Great. After the reign of Cambyses II, who followed

Cyrus the Great, Darius the Great took over the throne. But he was from the

20KSNJ oNIYyOK 2F (GKS | OKI Syolhgfisony FI YA &3
Ariaramnes.

Until the time of Cyrus the Great, the Persians were vassals of the Medes. But
eventually, Cyrus was named king of a combined Medwsian kingdom in
which the Persians were dominant. We looked at how that all came to be in
our study of Daniel.

Babylon had reason to fear the growing empire to the north. Cyrus quickly
marched across Upper Mesopotamia, conquering Armenia, Cappadocia, and
Cilicia; then he defeated Croesus, king of Lydia, in 547, gaining control over the
Greek cities in Asia Minor.eHhen conquered more territory in the east into
what is now Afghanistan; so the Persian Empire reached from there to the
western shores of Asia Minor. It was only a matter of time before Cyrus would
take over Babylon.

In 539 Cyrus ordered one of his officials to attack Babylon, and the city was
quickly taken.
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Herodotus tells us that the Persians were able to enter Babylon by diverting
the Euphrates River, which ran through the city, into an artificial lake, thus
lowering the water level enough for the soldiers to enter the city and take the
Babylonians by surse.

Daniel 5 described how Belshazzar fell from power suddenly one night while
he was banqueting.

Xenophon corroborates this. He said the Persians attacked the city during a
FSAGAQLE 6KSYy alff .loeft2y gl a I OO0dzalG2YSF

| SNPR20Gdza o6NRUGUSY dG¢KS .lFoeft2yAalya GKSYas
size of the city the outskirts were captured without the people in the center

knowing anything about it; there was a festival going on, and even while the

city was falling they contured to dance and enjoy themselves, until hard facts

ONRPdZAKG GKSY (G2 GKSANI aSyasSaog

Many of the Babylonians looked upon Cyrus as a liberator. The Jews were also
optimistic about the potential political change because of how Cyrus was
known to treat those he conquered.

The Assyrians had been very cruel. They had harshly suppressed the peoples
they conquered; many times they had moved entire populations from one
land to another and then replaced them with other conquered peoples. This is
what they had done when they congted the Northern Kingdom of Israel in

722 B.C.

The Babylonians, although somewhat less cruel, followed much the same
policy. When Jerusalem was destroyed in 587 B.C., many of the Jews were
taken captive to Babylon.

When the Persians took control, however, Cyrus encouraged the peoples he
conquered to develop their own culture and continue their own religion. He
and some of his successors even helped support the local priests in conquered
nations. After conquering Balmn, he restored the place of Marduk as their
principal god and allowed captive peoples to return to their homelands.
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We know much about Cyrus from the famous Cyrus Cylindeclay barrel

with a long inscription in cuneiform writing honoring Cyrus. It is mainly
O2y OSNYySR gAGK [/ @NMzaQa O2yljdzSada 27
public opinion in his favor and legitize his rule over Babylon.

It is a long inscription that first tells of the misdeeds of Nabonidus and
Belshazzar. Then Cyrus continues:

Marduk ... scanned and looked through all the countries, searching for a
righteous ruler willing to lead him in the annual procession. Then he
pronounced the name of Cyrus, king of Anshan, and declared him ... to
become the ruler of all the world.

The cylinder also tells us how Cyrus treated the gods of the people he
conquered:

| returned to these sacred cities on the other side of the Tigris, the
sanctuaries of which have been ruins for a long time, the images which
used to live therein and established for them permanent sanctuaries. | also
gathered all their former inhabitantand returned to them their

habitations. Furthermore, | resettled upon the command of Marduk, the
great lord, all the gods of Sumer and Akkad whom Nabonidus has brought
into Babylon to the anger of the lord of the gods, unharmed, in their former
chapels, tle places which make them happy.

As we will see, the resettlements in Jerusalem came from a similar
pronouncement that we will read about in Ezra.

One key difference is that, rather than returning an ima@gtus returned to
the Jerusalem temple the precious vessels Nebuchadnezzar had taken.

The Persian Empire now included all of Babylon and-Bwlestine. Although
y2i YSYGA2ySR Ay GKS . Ao0fS3 / &8NHzaQa
B.C., making the Persian Empire greater than its predecessors.

In 522 Cambyses Il received bad news from Persia: someone impersonating his
brother Smerdis had taken over the Persian government. Cambyses had earlier
ordered his brother murdered so this would not happen.
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Cambyses hurried back to Persia. But according to Herodotus, on his way
GKNRdzZAK {&8NRARFX alFa KS ¢gla aLINAYyIAYyI Ayd?2
2F KAa &62NRX SELRaAy3d (KS oflRST sKAOK
three weeks later.

Meanwhile at Susa the usurper was killed by a group of seven conspirators.
Darius, one of the seven conspirators, was named king. This was Darius the
Great. Under him the Persian Empire reached its greatest power and most
efficient organization. (This ot the Darius of Daniel 6:28.)

Darius left many inscriptions telling about his exploits. The longest and most
famous is the Behistun Inscription carved on a huge rock formation on the
main road that led from Mesopotamia to Iran. The inscription was carved on
a cliff, 225 feet above thplain. It also includes reliefs of Darius, his officials,
and his subjects. In the carved image, Darius has his foot on the imposter he
replaced.

LG 6F& RdAZNAY3I 51 NAdzaQ NBAIYy GKIG GKS Oz2y
was resumed and completed (Ezr®p As we will see in Ezrapd> G KS WSgaQ
work on the temple had been halted because of the opposition of their

neighbors. Cambyses apparentlydhsupported the oppositio F YR A ay Qi A
AYGiSNBadGAy3d GKFG KS RASR dzy SELISOGSRf & sKA
In Ezra 6, the Jews informed Darius that Cyrus himself had authorized the

building of the temple. Darius searched the archives, found that it was true, so

he again authorized the construction and commanded the opposition to cease.

At the same time, in 520 B.C., God raised up the prophets Haggai and
Zechariah, who told the people that they should renew the work on the
temple. The people responded, God removed the opposition, and the temple
was dedicated in 515 B.C. (Ezra 6189.
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LESSON 3

The Politics and Decline of Persia

The political organization of the Persian Empire was different from that of
Assyria and Babylon. The whole Persian empire was divided into 20 satrapies,
each of which was governed by a commissioner or satrap, usually chosen from
the Persian noble familiesThese satraps were virtual kings over their
satrapies. They levied taxes and provided troops for the king.

The satrapies were further divided into provinces, which were each supervised
by a governor, usually a descendant of the local nobility. Zerubbabel and
Nehemiah served as governors.

tftSatAyS o0St2y3aSR G2 GKS alidaNI LR OlFffSR
region west of the Euphrates. According to Herodotus, this was the fifth
satrapy, and it included Syria, Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Palestine to the border

of Egypt.

5dzNAYy 3 5FNARdzZAQ NBAIYy>I GKS DNBS] asSadt SySy
Persian Empire. They were brought under control, but Darius then attempted

to take the Greek mainland. He was defeated at the famous Battle of

Marathon in 490 B.C.

Xerxes | (Ahasuerus), son of Darius, had served as viceroy over Babylon for 12

8SIFNE dzyRSNJ KA&a FFOKSNRAa Nz S® | Aa 3INBI(
conquer Greece. After quelling revolts in Egypt and Babylon, he began his

Greek campaign in the sprirng 480 B.C.

After initial successes, conquering the northern part of the Greek mainland

YR 6dzNYyAy3 GKS | ONRLIREAAE Ay ! iKSyas - SN
Salamis, which led to hwgithdrawal from Greece. The events of the Book of

Esther took place during his reign.
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The plot by palace officials to assassinate Xerxes in the book of Esther, which
a2NRSOFA dzy O20SNEZX Yl & KIFIGS 0SSy I NBa&adz
Greece.

Although Mordecai had saved Xerxes from one palace plot, his reign of 20

years was ended by another such plot. The captain of his bodyguard plotted

G2 G11S 20SNJ 6GKS GKNBYS |yR | aalaairyl adSR
oldest son was then murdered byshyounger brother, Artaxerxes |, who

became the next king of Persia.

The final century of the Persian Empire before its fall to Alexander the Great
in 331 B.C. was characterized by revolts and economic decline. Increasing
taxation and the greed of government officials were factors in the growing
impoverishment of the people

The Jews in Exile
The situation of most Jews in Babylon appears to have been good.

Only King Jehoiachin and his family, captured in 597 B.C., were confined; and
they were released in 562 B.C. Most of the exiled Jews were free to settle in
communities and to engage in normal agriculture and trade.

It should come as no surprise, then, that when the Persians allowed the Jews
to return under Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel and again in the time of Ezra and
Nehemiah, many of the exiled Jews preferred to remain in Babylon.

During the captivity, the Jews lived among a foreign population and were
naturally influenced by that environment. The most important influence was
the Aramaic language. During the captivity, Aramaic became their principal
spoken language. Babylonian irghce is also seen in names such as
Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel.

After carrying away the Jews, the Babylonians did not bring other peoples into
Judah as the Assyrians had done in the north after the fall of Samaria.
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What that meant was that a population vacuum was created in Judah.
Archaeological excavations indicate that Judah was sparsely populated in this
period. Except for the Negev and along the northern frontier, virtually all the
fortified towns in Judah hadden destroyed.

Since the time of Joseph, Jews had frequently looked upon Egypt as a place of
refuge, although they were repeatedly admonished by the prophets not to
seek security in Egypt. Some of the Jews migrated to Egypt following the fall
of the Northern Kingdom ii722 B.C, and another group left Judah for Egypt
after the fall of Jerusalem, taking Jeremiah with them (2 Kings 25325
Jeremiah 41:14.8).

This flight to Egypt is supported by the famous Elephantine papyri. This
collection of fifth century B.C. papyri was from a Jewish military colony on the
AdaflyR 2F 9fSLKIYGAYS Ay GKS bAftSd® ¢KS
southern border occupiedby Jewish mercenaries and their families. It was
apparently founded sometime in the sixth century, perhaps soon after the
destruction of Jerusalem. The papyri, consisting of legal documents and

letters, date from the fifth century B.C. and reveal much ahihe political

situation and about Jewish laws and customs there.

In both Ezra and Nehemiah, we read of neighboring enemies of the Jews.
Judah was surrounded by other provinces, all part of the fifth satrapy we
mentioned earlier. Samaria was the province on the north where Sanballat
was governor. Ammofeilead was the pnance on the east where Tobiah was
governor. Arabiddumea was on the south where Geshem was governor. On
the west was the province of Ashdod. We will have much to say about these
neighbors as we study the book of Ezra.

The Role of Time in the Book of Ezra

With its very first words, the book of Ezra rivets the text to the line of time:
Gb2¢g Ay (GKS FANBRG &SIFENJ 2F /eé&Ndza {(Ay3a 27
events, Ezra gives us temporal markers.
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In all, more than 40 time markers are given in the book of Ezra, and the book

SYRa 6A0GK &S0 FY2G3KSNJ 0SYLRNIf LAYLRAYGX
YSy (KFG KFR GF1Sy aagNry3asS sA@Sa o0& GKS 1
Beginning, middle, andnd ¢ every part of the book of Ezra shows a careful

attention to time.

But, at the same time, the inclusion of all these dates in Ezra creates something
of a problem. Since dates are characteristic of a book of history, and because
we expect a book of history to unfold itself in chronological order, we might
expect that the look of Ezra should unfold itself in just the sequence that
things happened. But it does not.

See the handout.

After covering nearly 100 years (with some gaps) of jade history in 1:4

4:23 (532445 BC), without skipping a beat Ezra jumps back 75 years to 520

./ AY nYHun YR LAOl& dzLJ GKS | O02dzyi 27F (¢
itin 4:5.

With the rebuilding of the temple complete in 515 BC (4222), an almost
2TFKIFYRSR alF FGSNI 0KSasS (KAy3Iaég GNIF yalLl2NDa
largely undisclosed history and lands him in 458 BC, the seventh year of

Artaxerxes (7:1, 7).

The book also adopts a varialgacein the telling of this historg sometimes

moving moderately, sometimes at a gallop, other times inching genealogically

YEYS 6@ yIYSo Ly 02y dN) §darspag GIMS FANRG a
BC), the last four chapters cover only a single year (458 B

We will look at these issues when we get to them in the text, but for now, here

are the questions for us: Is this odd treatment of time part of the message of
Ezra? If so, what is it telling us?

[ SGQa 221 G GKS GKNBS OKNRy2f23AO0LE | y?2

Page 32 of 456
www. ThyWordIsTruth.com
www.FulshearChurchOfChrist.org



http://www.thywordistruth.com/
http://www.fulshearchurchofchrist.org/

Timing Anomaly 1

The first temporal anomaly occurs between 4:23 and 4:24, where the text
switches from the time of Artaxerxes back to the time of his grandfather,
Darius the Great.

¢KS FTANRG (o2 OKFLIWGSNER 2F 91 N} NBO2dzyi |/ ¢
WSNHzal £ SY | yR GKS LIS2L)X SQa NBiGdz2NYy FTNRY SE
(or, more specifically, the children of the exiles) gathering in Jerusalem on the

first day of thea S@SY I K Y2y UuK 2F [/ &NXzZAQ NBAIYy G2
reestablish proper worship.

Roughly two years later, Jeshua and Zerubbabel stir up the people to lay the

foundation of the temple and commence its reconstruction {B(§. After

NEFdziaAy3d GKSANI ySAIKO2NARQ NBIljdzSad G2 KSt
about 15 years of organizegbposition and resistance until the reign of Darius.

Work on the temple was stopped until it was restarted in 520 due to the
preaching of Haggai and Zechariah. The temple was completed in 515 BC.

But we find more than that in Chapter 4.

In verse 6, we learn that during the reign of Xerxes (Ahasuerusy488% (34
G2 pp @eSFENR FFGSN) GKS GSYLX S g1 a O2YLX S
another complaint against them.

And then starting in verse 7 of Chapter 4 and continuing through verse 23, the
text records two examples of opposition that occurred during the reign of
Artaxerxes (466424) (55 to 96 years after the temple was completed). The
second of these two examplegsulted in an imperial decree stopping all
building activity on the city walls.

Up until verse 23, the text has followed a strictly chronological line, but with
several gaps. All of the temporal signposts in Ezra have been pointing forward
up through verse 23, but that changes in verse 24.
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Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem. So it
ceased unto the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia.

¢KS NBILILISIENIYOS 2F 51 NRdzaQ ylIYS fSia dza
and what was long past is present again.

The 35year gap between 4:5 and 4:6 is abruptly reopened, and 4:24 along

GAGK / KFLWGSNE p FYyR ¢ FAEE GKFG 3L 6A
completion during the reign of Darias which occurred prior to the events in

4:6-23.

2 Kg R2Sa 91 N} GSftf dza lFo2dzi 2ddlszaAidAzy
opposition that happened years after the rebuilding of the temple, before he
tells us how the temple was rebuilt?

¢2 | LIINBOAFGS GKS aAayaATAOryOS 2F GKS GSE
the effect it has on the reader.

As the reader moves into chapter 5, it appears that the troublemaking
neighbors of the Jews had won, and that the Jews were in for another beating.
But that is not what happened. Instead, as we will see, Darius gave his support
to the Jewish efforts, anthat support from the king radically altered the
dynamics of the situation.

5 NAdzaQ RSONBS Ay [/ KFELIWISNI ¢ UGNIXyaFtz2NXS$s
beleaguered effort to an imperially supported project with both resources and

authority. What we find in Chapter 6 is a great reversal (which, by the way,

will be a central theme of Esther)

So why does Ezra give examples of later oppositions before showing this great
reversal of the first opposition?

| think the closing verse of Chapter 6 answers that question:

6:22- And kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days with joy: for the
LORD had made them joyful, and turned the heart of the king of Assyria
unto them, to strengthen their hands in the work of the house of God, the
God of Israel.
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(Why is the king of Persia called the king\sgyriaA y (G KIF i @SNASK 2 SQf f
that later!)

The point of verse 22 is that God was behind that great reversal of fortune,
and the reason that Ezra tells us about the later oppositions is to remind us
that God will take care of those problems as well.

This reversal in Chapters 5 and 6 is the key turning point in the first half of the
book.

9T N} Qa | dzZRASYOS A& f A Ghaydad ehfgrcetdatdf | F 4 SN {
| NI ESNES4Q RSONBS G2 ad2L ff 62N] 2y i
LINR ALISNAY 3 dzy RSNJ ! NIiF ESNESAQ Tl @2NJ I yR KI
when their enemies sucssfully turned the king against them, which must

have caused great sorrow.

I 6A3 LINI 2F GKS 06221 2F 9I N Aa G2 NBI,
looking back at how God had caused his people to triumph over the prior
persistent opposition.

Ezra 4.€3 is inserted as a parenthetical between 4:5 and 4:24 for one reason
-2 LINPGARS K2LJS FT2NJ GKS LIS2LXS 2F 91 NI Qa
God would do again in the future.

The text is ordered in a way that creates hope for the future.
How do others deal with this chronology issue?
Radical critics use the strange chronology to denounce the entire book.

Torrey describes the book as a chaotic jumble of temporal fragments,
misaligned and incomprehensible.

. FGGSY FNBdzSA GKIFG YdzZ GALX S SRAGaA 2F (KS

But these critics have numerous problems.
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First, and most important, they reject the inspiration of the text, and they treat
the book of Ezra as simply a product of man.

Second, they treat the book of Ezra solely as a history text (which one might
expect to be chronological) and not also as a theological text (which might
rearrange things to make a theological point, as | believe Ezra does).

¢CKANRX (GKS&S fA0SNIXf ONARGAO&A NB INNR3IIY
would have ordered it, then Ezra must be at fault.

Others try to maintain a forced chronology by renaming and rearranging the
various kings.

W2 aSLKdza Aa (GKS o6Said SEFYLXS 2F GKAad ! C
G! NI ESNESa¢ 0@2Bvak Gainbyseg the $oh MICyrus. Yhis
ARSYOGAFTFAOIGAZ2Y aY22(iKSa 2dzi a2YyS 2F OKI LI
Al R2Sa y2i !IKOG2dd@yNIzaF2 NIyl KnSY cod

The best view is that Ezra departs from a strict chronological order on occasion
to make an important theological point.

Timing Anomaly 2
A second related temporal anomaly occurs in Ezra 7:1.

As we have already seen, Ezral O2 SNE SOSyda FTNRBY / &NHdHzaQ
up until an event in the reign of Artaxerxes.

Chapter 7 introduces the second half of the book with the words:

b2é | FGSNI 6KS&4S GKAy3azr Ay GKS NBAIy 27F |
Clearly Ezra intends to establish a sequence of events. The events of chapters
7cMn FNB AFAR G2 F2ftt29 aiKSAS GKAy3Iaodé
refer?

Two mutually exclusive options are possible.
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The first and simplest view takes thearrative words at face value and
assumes that all the events of Chaptec$ precede the events of Chapters 7
10.

We know from Ezra 7:7 that Ezra 7 begins in the 7th year of Artaxerxes, so,
historically, this view would mean that sometime within the first 7 years of

I NI ESNES&Q NBATYyS GKS {IFYINARIya FAyLffe
building operation, whia is what is shown in 4:Z3. Under this first view, all

of that must have occurred before the 7th year of Artaxerxes in Ezra 7.

¢tKS a4SO2yR 6FyR L GKAYy]l o0SUGSNL @ASg Aa
refers to the events of Chapters& butnot to the events in the parenthetical

of Chapter 4 in which Ezra moved far ahead in time to make his theological

point.

Why do | have favor the second view?

Chapter 4 does not tell us expressly when in the days of Artaxerxes the events
in 4:7-23 occurred, but it does contain an important clue.

The letter sent to Artaxerxes in 41 states in 4:12 that certain Jews had

O2YS dzZLJ aFNRBY (KSS (2 dzaoé ¢KS 2yfé NBO:
Jerusalem during the reign of Artaxerxes prior to the one led by Nehemiah is

the one led by Ezra.

We know from the description in Chapter 4 that the letter precedes the
RSOIFalol SR O2yRAGUAZ2Y 2F WSNHzaAl £ SYyQa o1 ff
Nehemiah in Nehemiah 1:3.

What that all means is that, most likely, the migration in verse 12 is the one
led by Ezra and that the eventsof¢eBo | £ £ (G221 LI FOS F FGSNJI 9
0STF2NBE bSKSYAlI KQa | NNA Gl @

That creates a problem if all of the events in Chapteés(ihcluding the letter
RSAONROAY3I 91 NI Qa NBGdAzNYyoO KIF@S G2 GF1S LX
T GSftfta dzAa Fo62dzi 91T N Qa NBOdNYI 6KAOK YS
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must have been written after Chapter 7 rather than before Chapter 7. If our
view of Chapter 4 is correct, then the events in-2% occurred after Ezra 7
(but before the book of Nehemiah), as shown on the handout.

Why does God order things this way?

We have already looked at one reasonhope. God wanted to give hope to
GKS LIS2LXS 2F 91 NI Qa RI@ o0& akKz2gAy3d (KSY
people in the past.

But | think we can say more than that in view of Chaptet.7

¢tKS 06221 2F 91 N} KlFa | ¢62yRSNF@f &0GNHzO0G d
parallels the return of Chapters;2. Theexternalproblems and resolutions of
Chapters 86 parallel theinternal problem and resolution of Chapterg®0.

By moving the opposition of ChaptersID to an earlier point in the text, Ezra

rAazftl GSa It fextérfafrofensldy Chsptessds sd tiih@can

RANBOU GKS NBIFIRSNRa dzy RAGARSR [GGSyidazy
D2 RQa clidgemaliirdblems.

Many likely believed that the primary problems they faced wexternal such
as, for example, the efforts by their neighbors to halt the rebuilding of
WSNHzal £ SyQa ¢l ftfao

But Ezra knew thagxternal opposition wasnot KA & LIS2 LJX SQ& Y| Ay LIN
Returning to Jerusalem, renewing worship, rebuilding the altar and the temple

¢ Ezra knew that all of those external aspects were vain without worshipers

whose hearts were pure and whose lives were obedient to the law.

Disobedence would ruin them as surely as it had their fathers.

Why had the people been carried off into exile in the first place? Was it
because of theiexternal problems or because of theinternal problems? 2
Chronicles 36:16 tells us why they were in captivity.
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But they kept mocking the messengers of God, despising his words, and
scoffing at his prophets, till the wrath of the Lord rose against his people,
till there was no remedy.

The exile happened becauseinternal problems. God wanted to focus the
reader of this book on the danger witernal problems. We need to hear that
same lesson.

The greatest dangers facing the church today are not coming from outside but
from inside¢ and that is not a new phenomenon. Even at a time when the
external challenges were, perhaps, as their greatest level, Paul warned the
Ephesian elders about the grastanger of internal problems in Acts 20:29.

It is easy to talk about those people out there, but we need to heed the
message of Ezra and make sure we focus first on our own hearts. If our hearts
are right with God, then there is not an external problem anywhere that can
defeat us. That is the messagf Romans 8:389.

For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus Lord.

Timing Anomaly 3

A third chronological anomaly occurs in Ezra 6:14. Having confirmed the
FdzOKSYGAOAGE 2F /@8NXzAQ RSONBSZ 5F NRdza 21
necessary funds andupplies for rebuilding the temple. Ezra describes the

NBSadz 6& 2F 51 NAdzaQad RSONBS GKA&a gl eay

Ezra 6:1815- And they builded, and finished it, according to the
commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the commandment of
Cyrus, and Darius, adtaxerxesking of Persia. And this house was
finished on the third day of the month Adar, which was in the sixth year of
the reign of Darius the king.

A ¥ 4 A ~

¢KS dzy SELISOGSR | LIISIENIyOS 2F I NIl ESNES&AQ
reader forward into the time of Ezra, immediately raising a big question: Why
is Artaxerxes mentioned along with Cyrus and Darius when they had both died
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before he was born? Why is Artaxerxes listed as &ordributor to the
building of the temple, which was completed in 515 BC, when Artaxerxes did
not even begin to reign until 465 BC?

CKS yagSNI Aa aAYLI SY (GKS AyOfdzaAzy 2F | N
verse all the Persian kings who contributed to the templgom its initial

rebuilding to its final beautificatiogF YR A0 &aiNB’aasSa D2RQa &az2g
of history.

This verse summarizes all that has transpired in the process of rebuilding the
temple and it anticipates, by mentioning Artaxerxes, what is yet to come.

Also, Ezra explicitly attributes the successful completion of the temple to the
command of God first and then to the command of Cyrus, Darius, and
Artaxerxes. The Persian decrees were merely extensions of the sovereign will
of God.

Summary

So far we have looked at three departures from a strict chronological timeline

in the book of Ezra, and what we have found is that each was done for a

reason. Each was done to stress a major theme of the book of Ezra: (1) The

theme of reversal; (2) the thmee of the danger of internal problems; (3) the

GKSYS 2F (GKS a2¢@gSNBAdyile 2F D2RT FyRI 0
goodness.

We will see each of these themes as work through the text, but | find it very
interesting that these themes are also evident from just the structure of the
book.
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LESSON 4

Ezra and Nehemiah: Who Came First?

A very hotly debated topic when it comes to the book of Ezra involves the
relation between Ezra and Nehemiah: who came firBizra or Nehemiah?

In Ezra and Nehemiah, it appears that Ezra arrived in Jerusalem in 458 B.C., the
7th year of King Artaxerxes (Ezra-8)7 and Nehemiah arrived 13 years later
in 445 B.C., the 20th year of Artaxerxes (Nehemiah 2:1).

.dzi a2YS O02YYSyidlFd2NR KI @S |a&@dzSR GKI G
bSKSYAIFIKQa I NNAGEFE YIFI1Sa Y2NB asSyasS 27F (K

L 0StASOS GKS UGUNIYRAGAZ2YIE RFEGAY3A 6aK28Yy
NEGdzNY FYR nnp . ®/ & F2NJ bSKSYAI KQa NI dzN
there is so much controversy on thssue, | think we should pause a moment

to consider it.

¢CKS GNIRAGAZYI RFGS F2NJ 91T NIrQa O2YAy3
understanding that Ezra 7-g is referring to Artaxerxes |I. But some argue that

the king referred to in Ezra 7 is actually Artaxerxes Il, which would then date

91 N} Qa | NNJog@glaffer Nehémiahcpy . @/ ® X

hiGKSNE FFNHdzS GKFG (KS-ya BKS diE RONBT R & SIIKNE |
AaSOSYGK &SIFENE¢ 6KAOK ¢gla nHy . ® & !'yiAaAls
allow some overlap of Ezra with Nehemiah, but as with the pervious view it

also places Ezra after Neh&ah on the timeline.

Why do some argue that Ezra must have arrived later? Three primary reasons:

(1) the apparent lack of cooperation between Ezra and Nehemiah;

(2)the 138 SI NJ I+ LI 6S0i6SSy 9T NI Qa NNRARGDIE Ay 9]
in Nehemiah 8; and
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(3) the identity of the high priests associated with Ezra and with Nehemiah.
[ SGQa 221 G SIFOK 2F (K2a$S adzZllJ2aSR LINRBOG

The first problem arises from the fact that the book of Ezra does not mention
Nehemiah at all and the fact that Nehemiah mentions Ezra in connection with
himself only three times.

But there is nothing particularly remarkable about this silence. Haggai and
Zechariah were contemporaries, yet neither mentions the other. And
Jeremiah and Ezekiel were contemporaries, yet neither mentions the other.

Also, the absence of Nehemiah in the book of Ezra should not be surprising at
Fff 0SOlIdzAaS 91T N} Of2aS5Sa KA&a 062271 LINA2NI {2

And, as for Nehemiah mentioning Ezra in connection with himself only three
times, Nehemiah actually mentions Ezra a total of 9 times in his book. Those
who complain about an absence of cooperation between Ezra and Nehemiah
need to sit down and read Nehenrhia

As for the second problem, the 88S+ NJ KA G1dza 0SG6SSy 91 NI Q&
first recorded public reading of the law in Nehemiah 8 is not the problem that
many make it appear to be.

In the first place, silence in the text is not evidence of inactivity.

Also, the language of the report regarding the mixed marriages in Eata 9:1
reflects a knowledge of the Mosaic law. Whether Ezra taught the law publicly,
privately, or not at all between his arrival and his first recorded public reading
of the law has ndearing on whether he preceded Nehemiah.

The third problem is a little more complicated than the first two. Here are the
facts:

(1) In 458 BC, Ezra is said to have entered the chamber of Jehohanan the son
of Eliashib (Ezra 10:6).
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(2) In 445 BC, Eliashib is the high priest when Nehemiah arrives in Jerusalem
(Nehemiah 3:1, 20).

(3) Around 410 BC, according to the Elephantine papyri, someone named
Jehohanan was high priest.

From this evidence it is argued that Ezra must have returned when Jehohanan
was high priest, which would have been after 410.

But this argument is based on nothing but conjecture. The Biblical text simply
adlridsSa GKIFIG 9T NI YIRS dzaS 2F WSK2KIylyQa

9f Al AKAO0 ¢l a KAIK LINASAG G €SFHad FNRY (K
of Nehemiah (4581 np o ® 9f Al AKAO6Qa a2y W2AlRIF &dzO
MHYHOO® ! LI2Y W2AlFRI Q& RSFGKZ WSK2KFYylyZX
high priesthood (Nehemiah 12

If each of these men was high priest for at least twenty years, Jehohanan could
KIS 0SSy | @2dzy3 YIy +Fd 91 NI Qa F NNRARGFE |
later.

The better view by far is that Ezra preceded Nehemiah, with Ezra arriving in
458 and Nehemiah arriving in 445.

Did Ezra write the Books of Moses?

LGQ&a | &KLl YS congiderihis guéstiok,lbd & wide® held view
among liberal commentators is that Ezra arrived in Jerusalem with a Book of
the Law that was much larger and more elaborate than anything known
before.

They argue that Ezra, along with other priests and scholars, collected and
modified various laws and traditions and blended them with some books
already known and basically wrote what we now call the books of Moses.
Under this view, the reason the peoplesre not familiar with the law was
because it had not existed prior to when Ezra wrote it and read it to them.
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Of course, this view is completely wrong. Why am | so certain of that? We
could list about 1000 reasons, but Nehemiah 8:1 should be reason enough:
G!'yR ff GKS LIS2LXS 3IFriKSNBR GKSYaSt@gSa i
street that was before the water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe
to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded to
LaNI St o¢
The people understood perfectly what it was that was being read to them
GGKS flg 2F az2asSas ¢gKAOK UGUKS [2NR KlFa 02
law of Ezra or the law of Nehemight was the law of Moses. And the source
of that law was not Ezra or lHemiah or even Mosegit contained what the
Lord had commanded to Israel.

A major theme of Ezra montinuity. The returning exiles were connected to
the Jews who had earlier been carried off into captivity. They were returning
to rebuild andrestore what they had once enjoyed. They were not a new
people, and they did not have a new law. They were the same people of God
that Moses had led from Egyptian captivity long before, and their law was the
same law that God had given to Moses long before.

Ezra 7:& This Ezra went up from Babylon; and he was a ready scribe in the
law of Moses, which the LORD God of Israel had given.

Ezra 7:1@; For Ezra had prepared his heartsieekthe law of the LORD,
and todo it, and toteachin Israel statutes and judgments.

Did Ezra write the law? No. Ezra 7:10 tells us that &narghtthe law,did the
law, andtaught the law. Ezra didot write the law.

Who wrote Ezra?

This is a complicated question, but not a question that we will spend much
time on. Ultimately, the Holy Spirit is the author, but, of course, we know that
inspiration is not dictation, and so it can be helpful to understand the
background of the human #oor through whom the book was transmitted to
us.
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The book of Ezra includes some first person descriptions:

Ezra 9:3 As soon as | heard this, | tore my garment and my cloak and
pulled hair from my head and beard and sat appalled.

But Ezra also contains some third person descriptions:

Ezra 7:8 And Ezra came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in the
seventh year of the king.

Ezra may have written both, using first person in Chapter 9 to relay a sense of
immediacy, and using third person in Chapter 7 as more of a historical text.

Or Ezra may written the first person portions, and another author may have
written the third person portions. A compiler may then have combined them
into the book we now have. There is nothing heretical about this view, of
course. However the book wastgogether, we know the ultimate source of
each word and letter is the Holy Spirit. The book of Psalms, for example, is a
compiled book.

We know that some compilation occurred no matter who the author was
because the book of Ezra, as we will see, contains the text of some historical
documents written by Persian kings.

Some have proposed that the books of 1st and 2nd Chronicles were written by
the same person who wrote or compiled Ezra, and there are some connections
between Ezra and those books. In fact, the closing verses of 2 Chronicles relay
the same decree from Qys that we will see in the opening verses of Ezra.

Ezra 1:1

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by
the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of
Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his
kingdom, and put it also in writingaying,

ld GKAAa LRAYGEZ Yiryeée O02YYSyidlNARSa o
AYOSNIINBGFGA2y 2F S@Sydaoé ¢KIFG Aa
interpreted the events around them iterms of their theology.
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The underlying thought behind such comments is that, while Ezra may have
viewed the events that way, the events actually had another explanation. That
is, such commentaries look to theology merely as the way that Ezra
interpreted what was happening, butoh as an explanation for what was
happening.

For example, while verse 1 says that God caused Cyrus to make this
proclamation, these commentaries say that was just how Ezra saw it, but in
reality Cyrus was acting on his own.

A w4 A x

CKA&d OASHS 2F O2dzNBSITI Ydzad 0SS NBE2SOGSRO |
Cyrus to issue this proclamation, then that is not just how Ezra viewed what
happenedc that is what happened.

And to those who argue otherwise, | would pose a question. Why did Cyrus
issue such a decree? In fact, as we know, he issued other such decrees for
other captive peoples. Why? What caused Cyrus to take an approach to
captives so different from what had cambefore? Or should we askho
caused him to do so? Ezra 1:1 answers that question. And is that really so hard
to believe? Remember that God referred to Cyrus by name long before he was
born! But, of course, the liberals reject that as well.

What we see here is the providence of God working on behalf of his people
and that is a central theme of Ezra. God preserved the covenant people during
the exile, and God fulfilled his promise and brought his people back to their
homelandg and God didhese things using the rulers and nations of the world
as tools.

. SKAYR (KAa 2LSyAy3a OSNES tASa G4KS I FFAN
ancient world was in subjection to God, and put at the disposal of his
LIS2LX S F2NJ GKSANI alt dFGA2y dé

Verse 1 makes it very clear that what Cyrus did was not just a coincidence.

Instead, God caused Cyrus to act in a way that fulfilled specific promises.

Jeremiah 25:1112 and Jeremiah 29:10 had foretold that the Babylonian

captivity would last 70 years artlen God would fulfill his gracious promise
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to bring them back to this place. Remember from Daniel 9 that Daniel was
reading Jeremiah when he realized that the 70 year time period was about to
be completed.

¢tKS 1 SONBg 92NR UGUNIXyatridSR aaildAiANNBR dzLJ
numerous prophecies in the Bible about this event. It is the same Hebrew word
that we find in Jeremiah 51 and in Isaiah 41 and 45.

Jeremiah51:1¢ Kdzd &l @a (KS [sthuph&spititofaK2f RE L GAf
RSAUNRPE@SNI Il AYyald .lLoefz2ydé

Jeremiah 51:11d { KF N1JSYy GKS | NNRgaH ¢l 1S dzlJ G4KS &
stirred upthe spirit of the kings of the Medes, because his purpose

concerning Babylon is to destroy it, for that is the vengeance of the LORD,

GKS @Sy3aSFyOS FT2N) KAa (GSYLX Sod¢

Isaiah 41:2 Who stirred upone from the east whom victory meets at

every step? He gives up nations before him, so that he tramples kings
underfoot; he makes them like dust with his sword, like driven stubble with
his bow.

Isaiah 41:25 | stirred upone from the north, and he has come, from the
rising of the sun, and he shall call upon my name; he shall trample on rulers
as on mortar, as the potter treads clay.

Isaiah 45:13 & L Ktikred §im upin righteousness, and | will make all his
ways level; he shall build my city and set my exiles free, not for price or
NBEglNRZ¢ aleéa GKS [hwb5 2F Kz2adao

And here are the most remarkable prophecies of all:

Isaiah 44:28 Who sayso€yrug& WIS A& Y& aKSLKSNRZ |
Y& LIJzN1J2aSQT aleéAay3da 2F WSNHzalf Syz W]
W 2dz2NJ F2dzy RIGA2y akKrff 6S fFAR®Q

Y R
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Isaiah 45:1- Thus says the LORD to his anointedCyous whose right hand
| have grasped, to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of
kings, to open doors before him that gates may not be closed.

Those are two of the most amazing prophecies in the Bible. God called Cyrus
by name before he was born, and God foretold exactly what Cyrus woud do
build my city and set my exiles free! And that is exactly what Cyrus did!

Can there be any doubt who stirred Cyrus up to do those things?
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As we mentioned, Jeremidbretold that the Babylonian captivity would last
70 years. What were the beginning and ending points for that 70 year period?

[ SGQa aildlFI NI 6AGK ¢gKIG GKS@ IINB y2009

If we start the captivity with the destruction of Jerusalem in 587 and end it
with the first return in 538, then we have a period of only 50 years, which
cannot possibly be right.

If instead we take the same starting point but take the end of captivity as the
year when the temple was completed (515), then we have a period of 73 years.

' y2GKSN) L)2adaAoAtAdGe Aa GKFEG GKS LISNRA2R 0
in 610 and ends with the first return in 538, which again gives a period of 73

years. (Some argue that Jeremiah 29:10 refers to the period of Babylonian rule,

which would suppdra starting point of 610 BC.)

Finally, if we start with the first captives (which included Daniel) in 605 and
end with the first return in 538, then we get a period of 68 years. This final
option seems most likely to me.

{K2dzf R 6S 06S 02y 0S Hiobftian thatfgivas useeactiRDY Qi K @S
years? Not at all.

First, except for the first theory, they all round to 70 years, and we know many
of the numbers in these books are rounded.

Second, what does exactly 70 years mean anyway? Down to the month, to the
day, to the second? Would 70 years 364 days still be a fulfilment, while 70
years 365 days would not? There would be no end to such a requirement.

Third, God may have shortened the 70 year period to 68 years in his mercy. If
so, it would not be the last time.

Matthew 24:22-a! yR AF (GK2aS RFr&a KIR y2i 0SSy Od
being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut
AK2 NI oé
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Fourth, dating these events is not an exact science. We could easily be off by
a few years on some of them.

As an aside, the famous prophecy of 70 weeks in Daniel 9 was discussed at
length in our lessons on Daniel, along with what relation, if any, those 70
figurative weeks have to these 70 literal years.

The proclamation in verse 1 was given in the first year of Cyrus, which the
context confirms must be the first year of his reign over the Jews in Babylon,
which most date in the spring of 538 following his defeat of Babylon in the fall
of 539. This famouedict of Cyrus in versesfalso appears in Ezra 63in
Aramaic and with some differences) and in 2 Chronicles 38322

CKS FAYIf LIKNIAS a2 Lddzi AG Ay SNARAGAy3IE A

¢CKS $g2NR GNlyatrkrdiSR GoNARGAYy3IeE NBFSNR G2
intended for the public eye. This edict was not just announced orally, but was

also displayed publicly in writing. It is not hard to imagine the Jewish captives

crowding around toead it!

Also, the fact that it was in writing will turn out to be crucial to the later events
in this book, and it is also the first occurrence of a theme in Ezveriting!

We will see other things in this book that depend upon what is written. And
we should kep in mind that Ezra was a scribe.

Ezra 1:24

2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all
the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house

at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3 Who is there among you of all his people?
his God be with him, and letigo up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and
build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in
Jerusalem. 4 And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth,

let the men of his place help him with silver, and with gold, artti goods,

and with beasts, beside the freewill offering for the house of God that is in
Jerusalem.

The first thing we notice about this decree is the apparent piety of Cyrus.
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It sounds as if Cyrus is a true believer in the God of Israel, but was he? It is very
unlikely¢ although it is certainly possible, at least for a time, particularly if he
was shown the prophecies of Isaiah giving his name long before he was born.

Josephus tells us that Cyrus was shown those prophecies and that Cyrus was
SIFISN) G2 Fdzf FAEE GKSYP {2YS KAAG2NRARIya Ol
seem likely that the Jews would have rushed to show the new king his own

name recorded in their Sptures¢ and then to tell him what God said Cyrus

would do?

l y2GKSNI SELX FyFdA2Yy F2NJ / @NHzAQ | LI NBy i |
writing the proclamation. In other such decrees we know that Cyrus used the

language of the people who were involved, likely as a diplomatic courtesy.

Cyrus likely commissioned tinge scribes to compose the decrees.

Also, we sometimes forget that other ancient peoples were not monotheists,
and, as a polytheist, Cyrus would be glad to have any and all gods on his side.

Later we will discuss the Aramaic version of the decree found in EzEa 6:3

It is often said to be the same decree found here, but there are some
differences. The most likely explanation for the differences is that we have two
decrees, with the one here being the royal proclamation announced
throughout the kingdom and the one irea 6 being a message to the royal
treasurer regarding the expenses for building the temple.

¢CKS LIKNIAS aftSG KAY 3F2 dzZLl¥ Ay OSNES o aK:
encouragement but not as a command. The Jews were not being ejected from
the country; they were free to decide whether to go or to stay.

And for most of the Jews, this was likely not an easy decision. Those who

returned were choosing hardship and suffering, beginning with tmeofith

journey required for the return to Jerusalem. But, even so, the decision was

made easier because they had LJdzZN1J2 8SY a2 NBodzAf R GKS K
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Although verse 4 is a little ambiguous, it seems to be an encouragement to
those that remained behind to provide assistance to those who were about to
return to Jerusalem.

Here is the ESV of verse 4.

And let each survivor, whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the
men of his place with silver and gold, with goods and with beasts, besides
freewill offerings for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.

How did this encouragement of monetary assistance get into the decree?
Perhaps God stirred Cyrus to put it in there, or perhaps it shows that the Jews
had a hand in the drafting of the decree. Or perhaps Cyrus just wanted to
minimize his own expenses!

2 K2 Aa GKS aadzZNDAG2NE Ay @GSNBRS nK 2KF{G K
these are the survivors of the destruction of Jerusalem, but | think the better

view is that they are the survivors of the exile in Babylon who now want to

return to Jerusalem (orpf most, go to Jerusalem for the first time). Verse 4

is encouraging those who remain behind to provide assistance to those who

are leaving for Jerusalem.

We see another theme in these opening verstg temple. The house of God
is mentioned five times in the opening chapter: three times in the opening four
verses, and two more times later in Chapter 1.

As we said, these people were returning with a specific purpose in mind. They
wanted to rebuild the temple and restore proper worship in the temple.
Would they be successful? Would they face any challenges? Would they be
stopped? Much of the book of Easan answer to those questions.

So what do we have at the end of Ezra 1:4? What we have is a tremendous
open door.

That door was opened by God, as evidenced by God mentioning Cyrus by name
long before Cyrus was even born. At the end of verse 4, God has opened the
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R22NJ 6ARSY YR (UKS LIGK A& y2¢g FTNBS TF2N
promised land and restore proper worship. What will happen next?

The first three words of verse 5will tellgst ¢ KSy NR &S dzLJdddé 2 KI
YySEG A& G(GKIFG D2RQ&a LIS2 Liakd weHeddkio dd K NR dzZ3 K
exactly the same thing today when God opens doors for us.

And God is still opening doors! That is what God has always done, and that is
what God is still doing today.

GL KI @S & SaopsnS@oZE NBYRKESE YIy OlFy akKdzi AGodé
3:8)

G Cadidatdoorr yR STFSOGdzaf Aa 2LISYSR dzyi2 YSoé

Ezra 1:5

5 Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the

priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up

to build the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem.
+SNES p GStfa dza GKIG GK2aS ¢K2 NBGdzZNY SR
raised [or stirred], to go up to build the house of the LORD which is in
WS NHza | £ SY®dé

The Hebrew word used here is the same that was used in verse 1 to describe
how God stirred up Cyrus to issue his proclamation. God was accomplishing
his plan of redemption using his own people and using foreign rulers.

And once again we see the goal of the returmo rebuild the temple and
restore proper worship. There is an important parallel between this exodus
from Babylon and the original exodus out of Egypt. A large part of the book of
Exodus (Chapters 20) isconcerned with the construction of the tabernacle
and the establishment of worship. Ezra is largely concerned with the
restoration of those same things.

A central message of the Bible is that men must worship God in the manner
that God has prescribed. We see that in Genesis; we see that in Exodus; we
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see that in Ezra; we see that in the prophets; and we see that in the New
Testament.

When men forget that message, a restoration is requiteshd we saw such a
restoration in recent centuries as some left the denominations to restore
proper worship and restore the church. We will see many parallels in our
studies between these two restorations.
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LESSON 5

Continuing with Ezra 1.5

5 Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the

priests, and the Levites, with dflem whose spirit God had raised, to go up

to build the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem.
As we study the opening verses of Ezra, we need to be on the look out for
those themes that will run all throughout the book. So far we have seen two
writing and the temple.

Here in verse 5 we see a thirthe continuity between the poséxile Jews and
the pre-exile Jews. It was important for the returning exiles to understand their
connection with the people who had occupied the land prior to the exile.

Those who returned are grouped in verse 5 under four genealogical headings:
Judah, Benjamin, priests, and Levites.

Judah and Benjamin were the two tribes of the Southern kingdom. (The tribe
of Simeon was also located in the South, but that tribe was divided and
scattered and eventually absorbed into Judah. Jacob had said in Genesis 49:7
that Simeon would be divided arstattered.)

We learn elsewhere that the various returns to Jerusalem also included some
Jews from the scattered tribes of the northern kingdom.

1 Chronicles 9:3 - Now the first to dwell again in their possessions in their
cities were Israel, the priests, the Levites, and the temple servants. And
some of the people of Judah, Benjanmtiphraim, and Manasselived in
Jerusalem:

Two of the categories in verse 5 are priests and Levites. What is the difference
between a priest and a Levite?

In short, all priests were Levites, but not all Levites were priests.

Page 54 of 456
www. ThyWordIsTruth.com
www.FulshearChurchOfChrist.org



http://www.thywordistruth.com/
http://www.fulshearchurchofchrist.org/

Those Levites who were not priests were assigned duties connected with the
tabernacle.

Numbers 3:538-1 YR G KS [hw5 alL)l21S (2 az2aSasx aleAy

Levi near, and set them before Aaron the priest, that they may minister to

him. They shall keep guard over him and over the whole congregation

before the tent of meeting, as they minister at thebiernacle. They shall

guard all the furnishings of the tent of meeting, and keep guard over the

LIS2LX S 2F LANXStf Fa G(GKS& YAYyAadSNI 4G GKS
Those Levites who were not priests assisted the Levites who were priests, they
kept guard over the tabernacles, they prepared the cereal offerings, and they

cared for the courts and the chambers of the sanctuary.

01 G2 2dzNJ GSEGZ y20KSN) GKAYy3 GKFEG 65 3
requires determination and faith, it also requires planning and preparation
and progress toward a specific goal.

The idea of a return to Jerusalem was wonderful, but absent planning,
preparation, and goals that idea would have accomplished nothing.

What was the goal here? The immediate, realizable goal was the construction
of the temple, but we know that God had additional longer term goals in mind.

CKSNE Aax 2F O2dzNES> F fSaazy KSNB T2 N dz
it. We must be a prepared people and a godented people. We have a

mission to accomplish, and that mission will not be accomplished absent our

planning and our preparatiorkailing to plan is planning to fail!

2SS g2y Qi YSSG 91 N} dzyGAf [/ KFLWGSNI 73X odzii ¢
will find.

Ezra 7:1@Q; For Ezra hagreparedhis heart to seek the law of the LORD,
and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments.

Ezra prepared himself for the tasks that God wanted him to accomplish. And

gKIG oFa GKS FANRG adSLI Ay 91 NI Qa LINBLI NI
We, like the exiles, need to be a prepared people!
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Ezra 1:6

6 And all they that were about them strengthened their hands with vessels
of silver, with gold, with goods, and with beasts, and with precious things,
beside all that was willingly offered.

Verse 6 seems to have in mind more than just deaishneighbors of those
exiles who returned, and, if so, we see yet another parallel between the first
exodus from Egypt and this second exodus from Babylon.

Those who left Egypt also took with them supplies from tHegyptian
neighbors.

Exodus 3:2222 - And | will give this people favor in the sight of the

Egyptians; and when you go, you shall not go empty, but each woman shall

ask of her neighbor, and any woman who lives in her house, for silver and

gold jewelry, and for clothing. You shall put themymur sons and on your

daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians.
{22 AY FTRRAGAZ2Y (G2 KSELI FNRBY /@&Ndza | YR
stirring up all of those who remained behind (both Jew and-dew) to
provide assistance to those who were returning.

God was using everyone to accomplish his plans, whether they knew it or not.
And this is another parallel with the first exodus as we recall how God used
Pharaoh and the Egyptians to accomplish his plans for his people.

Ezra 1:7

7 Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house of the LORD,
which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had put
them in the house of his gods;

It is very significant that verse 7 tells us ti@trusbrought forth the vessels.
2 KSy | 1{Ay3 OlFLGdNBR | yFIiA2y>s KS g2dzZ R

objects to his own capital to symbolize the victory of his gods over the gods of
those he had conquered.

Nebuchadnezzar had carried the temple articles away to Babylon in 587.
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2Kings24:123-X¢ KS 1 Ay3 2F .lLoéef2y wbSo0odzOKI Ry ST I
[Jehoiachin] prisoner in the eighth year of his reign and carried off all the

treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures of the king's house,

and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold in the tengflthe LORD, which

Solomon king of Israel had madss the LORD had foretold

And when had that been foretold? Hezekiah had displayed the temple articles
to Babylonian emissaries a hundred years before Nebuchadnezzar took them.

2 Kings 20:12.3- At that time Merodachbaladan the son of Baladan, king

of Babylon, sent envoys with letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard
that Hezekiah had been sick. And Hezekiah welcomed them, and he showed
them all his treasure house, the silver, the gold, the spicesptaeious oil,

his armory, all that was found in his storehouses. There was nothing in his
house or in all his realm that Hezekiah did not show them.

Before we read further, does this seem like a smart thing for Hezekiah to have
done? No, and Isaiahggiick to tell him so.

2 Kings 20:14.9- Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah, and said

02 KAYZ WY2KIFIG RAR (GKS&AS YSy alreK !'yYR FNRY
l'YR 1 ST S{TAFIK &aFART WeKSe KIFE@S 02YS FNRY |
alFARY W2KI(G KI@GS GKSe a8Syyay SAB®RN KZE &S 8K
have seen all that is in my house; there is nothing in my storehouses that |

RAR y20 aK2g GKSYPQ ¢KSYy LalAlFK arFAR (2 |
Lord: Behold, the days are coming, when all that is in your house hand t

which your fathers have stored up till this day, shall be carried to Babylon.

Nothing shall be left, says the Lord. And some of your own sons, who shall

be born to you, shall be taken away, and they shall be eunuchs in the palace

ofthekingof BabylohQ ¢ KSy | ST S1TAIFIK alFAR (2 LalAlKX
GKFG @2dz KI@S aLR|1Sy A& 3I322RPQ C2NJ KS (K2
LIS OS IyYyR aSOdz2NAGe& Ay Y& RI&aodQ

That last verse is a classic! Who cares if | have brought calamity to the land if
GKFG OFflFYAdGe 200dzNB f2y3 FFOISNI LQY 32y StH

Unlike Hezekiah, we need to work and plan today, not just for the people of
God today, but also for the people of God tomorrow. What will this building
and this property be used for 100 years from now? Part of the answer to that
guestion depends on how wese it today.

Jeremiah describes the burning and looting of the temple in Jeremiah 52:12
23, and part of the reason for why that happened can be traced back 100 years
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earlier to the actions of Hezekiah. Likewise, what we do today ripples forward
in time. Continuity works both ways!

Look today, for example, at once faithful congregations of the church that have
gone astray. How did that happen? | suspect we could trace the large
deviations back to small deviations many that occurred many years eatrlier
small deviations that perhapg the time were not viewed as all that serious.

That King Cyrus himself now returned these same objects to the Jews shows
how serious he was in respecting their religion and customs. The parallel

decree that we will see later in Ezra 6 specifically mentions that these objects

were to be returned to theemple in Jerusalem.

We also saw these vessels in Daniel 5 when BelshazZabyonianking, and
his friends were using them in a drunken feast while they praised their false
gods and idols.

Now we see the vessels again, but this time being returned Pgraianking
stirred by God to do so.

The return of these vessels is important to several of the themes we will see
in this book.

First, they are important to the theme of themple and its restoration. Not
only was the building being restored, but the items within the building were
being restored as well.

Second, the returned vessels were important to the themeredtored
worship. Not only was the temple being rebuilt, and the items within it being
replaced, but those items were being used in worship as God had originally
intended, which was primarily to deal with the proper disposal of sacrificial
offerings (Exodus 38:3; Numbetd4). And when we see that and think of the
perfect sacrifice that was yet to come, these temple vessels take on even more
significance.
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And third, the returned vessels were important to the themecohtinuity.

The returning Jews were connected to the Jews who had been carried off. In
fact, the temple vessels they now had were the very same vessels that their
ancestors had used prior to the exile. We will see another reminder of this
theme in the next verses.

Ezra 1:811

8 Even those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth by the hand of Mithredath
the treasurer, and numbered them unto Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah. 9
And this is the number of them: thirty chargers of gold, a thousand chargers
of silver, nine and twenty knes, 10 Thirty basons of gold, silver basons of a
second sort four hundred and ten, and other vessels a thousand. 11 All the
vessels of gold and of silver were five thousand and four hundred. All these
did Sheshbazzar bring up with them of the captivitgttwere brought up
from Babylon unto Jerusalem.
Mithredath the treasurer in verse 8 was probably the senior Persian financial
officer in Babylon. Both the name and the title are Persian rather than

| SONB g @ ¢CKS yIrYS A4 RSNAGSR FTNRBY dGaiiKNF

Sheshbazzar in verse 8 was a Jew with a Babylonian name. Although
Sheshbazzar quickly disappears from the scene, he led the first group of
returnees back to Jerusalem.

¢tKS RSAONARLIIAZ2Y AGLINARYOS 2F WdzRIKé Ay @SN
that Sheshbazzar was of the royal line of David, but elsewhere in the Bible the

G2NR AGLINAYy OS¢ A& dzaSR aAyLiX e G2 RSy24S |
example.)

Verse 8 shows us how carefully the temple objects were treateithe
GNBF&AdzNBENJ aO02dzy i SR GKSY 2dzi¢ (G2 {KSakol il
This careful treatment by the Persians is very different their treatment by the

Babylonians, who drank from the temple vessels in Daniel 5.

Who was Sheshbazzar?
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The relation between Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel (the leader we will meet in
the next chapter) is not entirely clear.

In Ezra 3:8 we read that Zerubbabel and others began the work of building the
house of God, and in Haggai 1:1 Zerubbabel is called governor of Judah.
%SOKEFNARF K nYd 2eruBbabél have l&dhe folingdaiicn of2his
K2dza Soé

FNJ Aad OFfftSR 3I20SNY2NJ Ay 9
{KSaKolTTFENIOFYS YR fFAR GKS F2dzyRIFIGA2Yya

So, both Zerubbabel and Sheshbazzar are called governor, and both
Zerubbabel and Sheshbazzar are said to have laid the foundation of the
temple.

How do we explain this?

These verses have caused some to suggest that Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel
were the same person, but that does not seem likely and is not required by
these verses. The foundation could have been laid by more than one person,
and they could have each been goror at different times.

The most likely explanation is that Sheshbazzar was governor at the beginning
and Sheshbazzar started the foundation, and then Zerubbabel became
governor after Sheshbazzar died and Zerubbabel completed the foundation.

The evidence suggests that Sheshbazzar was the leader and governor when
the first group of captives came. We see that here in verse 8, and we will see
that again in Ezra 5:14.

Sheshbazzar disappears from the scene quickly, and Zerubbabel, who
accompanied Sheshbazzar to Judah and who led in the building project,
followed him as governor. We see that in Nehemiah 12:1 and Haggai 1:1.
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We also saw Zerubbabel in our study of the book of Zechariah. The crucial fact
about Zerubbabel from that study was that Zerubbabel was of the royal line of

YAY3 51 @AR® ¢KIFG FIFOG YIRS %SNHzol oSt |

And, in fact, we find Zerubbabel and his father Shealtiel in both the genealogy
of Christ in Matthew 1 and the genealogy of Christ in Luke 3. But, when you
look at those genealogies, you will find that Shealtiel has a different father in
each, and Zerubli®l has a different son in each! How do we explain that?
Stay tuned! We will get to those questions in the next chapter.

What are all of those vessels in verse<l0?

Commentaries differ on the meaning and uses of the various items listed in
verses 9 and 10. Many of the words used here are Persian loan words.

As we have said, the gold dishes were likely the vessels use to collect the blood

2F afl dAKISNBR yAYlIfad ¢KS g2NR NI yaftl d

in the ESV is uncertain and may have been the knife used in the ritual slaughter
of the animals.

The mathematicians among us may have noticed that the numbers of items in
verses 9 and 10 do not add up to the total in verse 11. The total number of the
articles listed in verses®0 is 2499, which is less than half of the total of 5400
given in verse 11Why the difference?

CKS aK2NI |yasgSNI Aa GKIFIG ¢S R2yQl (y26=>

1. It is possible that the articles listed in versed®were those taken by
Nebuchadnezzar and returned by Cyrus, while the total number in verse 11
includes the articles donated by those who remained behind (verses 4 and 6).
But, as we will see in a mant, this explanation involving new vessels does
not fit well with the reason these vessels are listed here in the first place.

2. A very common view is that verses 9 and 10 list only the most important or
the largest items, while verse 11 gives the total of all items. A possible problem

0

with this view is the catclall category inverse 10a I G K2 dzalt yR 200 KSNJ @S
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¢ but that could mean a thousand other important vessels or large vessels. A
LRAYG AY FLFH@2N 2F GKAA OGASG Aada H [ KNRYAOf
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3. For another possible explanation, if we look at verse 10 we find the following

expressiong @ & A f @S NIf @ sedoBdy sort¥T 2 dzNJ Kdzy RNBR | yR {8
I LI NBydftesx GKS 1 SoNBg 62NR (GNryatl iGSR a
Hebrew word for 2000, which might mean that in the original version this

verse recited 2410 silver basons instead of only 410 silver basons. But that

would sill leave us with a problem because then the list would total to 4499

instead of 5400. But, numbers are easy to transpose wheredopnd if that

happened here by some later copyist, then the total in verse 11 might have

been 4500 instead of 540 and 4499 rounds up to 4500. Thus, under this

theory, the original version recited 2410 silver basons, with a total of 4500 in

verse 10.That is not my favorite explanation, but it is a possibility.

4. A final possibility comes from noticing all of the Persian loan words that
appear in this inventory. Those Persian words may suggest that this list came
from an official inventory maintained by the Persian treasurer mentioned in
verse 8. If so, then pbaps the inventory was not a complete list, and the
number of items handed over to the Jews was greater than the number listed
on the Persian inventory.

My preference is the second explanation. The inventory covers only the largest
vessels; the total count at the end includes both small and large vessels. And
perhaps the fourth explanation is also correct, with the official Persian
inventory ignoring themaller vessels.

It is interesting to note one thing that didot accompany the exiles back to
Jerusalent the ark of the covenant.

It may have been destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, although Ethiopians will tell
you today that it currently resides in their cathedral in Aksum, having been
stolen from Solomon by the son of the Queen of Sheba!
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My opinion is that God took the ark back before it could be destroyed by the

Babylonians. Some point to Revelation 11:19 as support for that posijtion

G¢KSY D2RQa (GSYLXS Ay KSI @Sy 61 & 2LISYSR>
aSSy 6AGKAY KAA& U&tyhdicaiiousdhativé iodditimak ¢S y S S
figurative reference out of its proper context).

Of more concern to us than the numerical problem is the question of why this
list is included here at all. What was the point of including this list?

One commentary suggests that the purpose of the list is to stressathat
the vessels had been returned.

But there is a problem with that view. We know that not all of the vessels were
returned. 2 Kings 24:13 tells us that some of the vessels were cut up into pieces
by Nebuchadnezzar, presumably those that were too large to transport
otherwise. Also, additioal vessels would be transported to Jerusalem later, as
we will see in Ezra 7:19.

| think a better view is that what we see here with this list is yet another
reminder of a key theme in the entire bogkhe theme of continuity.

These were thesame vessels that had been taken away long ago. These
vessels, which verse 7 tells us had been brought forth out of Jerusalem, were
now, as verse 11 tells us, being brought from Babylon unto Jerusalem. They
were thesamevessels; and | think that is the key point here.

Those people who now returned were connected with those who had been
taken. They were connected by families, and they were connected by the
items they carried back with them. The exile had not created an irreparable
breachc a restoration was possible.

The mention of these vessels also provides further confirmation of the
prophecies of Jeremiah, who was mentioned in verse 1. In Jeremiah 27:16,
Jeremiah had told the people not to listen to the false prophets who said that
0KS @S&aasSfta 2T7Thallimos shpry &R Bréughtkagalaifdm a
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Babylon. Instead, in Jeremiah 27:22, Jeremiah said the vessels would remain
in Babylon until the day that God visited them.

Jeremiah 27:22 They shall be carried to Babylon and remain there until
the day when | visit them, declares the LORD. Then | will bring them back
and restore them to this place.

That is what we see happening right here in Ezra 1.

That short phrase atthe end of versedt s KSy (KS SEAf Sa 6SNB
FTNRY . I 0oéf 2y Acis ofiezof thgSredizinpottdtyegents in the
history of the world.

It certainly would not have been seen as such at the time (perhaps not even
by those who were returning), and it is certainly not seen as such by most
today, but mankind is a poor judge of the momentous. We tend to amplify that
which is trivial and denigta that which is important.

We must always strive to see things as God sees them, and, when we do, we
will see that the great news events of our own day are not that great at all.
The truly momentous events are taking place right here among us as we work
in the kingdom of Christ.

What is more important to Godthe events that take place in this building or

the events that take place in the US Capital building? The discussions and
decisions that take place here or the discussions and decisions that take place

in the Supreme Courthambers? Intellectually, we know the answers to those
questionco dziT R2 ¢S NBlIffe o0StASPS AGK 52 4SS
God sees the church?

One way to see the church as God sees the church, the eternal kingdom of
Christ, is to study all that God did to bring about the kingdom of Christ, and a
very good place to do that is right here in the book of Ezra.

Yes, from one perspective, all we see here is the return of a small group of
exiled Jews to the ruins of their city and their temple, an event ignored by most
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at the time and an event that would have undoubtedly been forgotten long
ago absent its appearance in the Bible.

. dzi FNRY FNRY D2RQa LISNBLISOUAQGSS oKIG 6S
important and momentous events in all of recorded history. What we see here

Aa Ly S@Syd GKIFG ¢l a @AGrHE (G2 D2RQa LI Iy
to establish the kindom of Christ in this world. The great powers of the day

were important only for how God was using them to further his plans to fulfill

his promise to Abraham made long before.

Ezra 2

hyS 2F (GKS 062214 Ay Y& fAONINER A& SyidaAadft
GKS . A0fSdé LG YAIKEG aSSY &k ONAE S3IA2dza G2
are boring, but most would likely agree that Ezra 2 is not one of the most

exciting chapters dahe Bible.

But, as one commentator noted, as uninviting as this chapter may seem, itis a
Y2y dzYSyd G2 D2RQa OFNB FyR (42 LANIStQa OA
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we do, we will find that there are great and marvelous lessons to be learned

from every verse in Bible.

Why was this chapter with its lengthy list of names included? What value did
it have for its initial readers? What value does it have for us?

We have already seen that continuity is a major theme in Ezra, and continuity
is a major reason for the presence of this list.

Ezra and his readers were very concerned about the continuity between

themselves and the Jews who lived in Judah prior to the exile. They needed to

1y2¢ GKIG D2RQa O02¢0Sylyda |yR LINRPYAASaA
needed to be secure in their own ptien in the plan of God.
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We need to keep in mind that most of these returning exiles had never lived
anywhere other than in Babylon. They had not been born when their parents
and grandparents were carried off 70 years earlier, and they had never lived
in Jerusalem. They needed koow that they were connected to those who
had lived here before the exile.

It was also important that they preserve their purity and unity as a people, and
that is another theme that we will see in this book.

Another possible reason for the list was to legitimize land rights after the
return from exile.

Yesc the Jews had left their homeland. Yesthers had moved in while they
were gone. Yeg the Jews wanted their land back when they returned. ¥es
those who had moved in did not want to give up their land. Andgyestory
has a way of repeatingself!

But there is a crucial difference between the return of the Jews to their
homeland under Ezra and the return of the Jews to their homeland under
Harry Trumang 0 KS FT2NXSNJ gl a LI NI 2F D2RQa
world, while the latter was not.
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LESSON 6
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first verse yet.

When we get to the text of Ezra 2, what we will find for the most part are a lot
of hard to pronounce names and a bunch of numbers. As we said last week,
some might view Ezra 2 as boring, but | hope that we will see it differently.

When we start looking at the names in this chapter, one thing we will notice is
that some of the names are listed by ancestral families while others are listed
by geographical location. Why the difference?

Here is where we are starting to see some of the difficulties that arose when
people are transported away from their homes for 70 years. One of those
difficulties is that memories are sometimes short, and especially when those
who returned were the childm or grandchildren of those who had left.

Most likely, those in Ezra 2 identified by their ancestors were those who could
trace their lineage back to a known Jewish ancestor. They either remembered
who that ancestor had been, or they were taught his name by their parents
and grandparents. By ctast, those who could identify only their former city
did so because that is all they now knew.

So why do we have this strange list in Ezra 27?

We already know one reasermontinuity, which is one of the major themes of
the book. This list is here, at least in part, to show the continuity between
those Jews who were now returning and those Jews who had been carried off
70 years ago.

But is that it? Does this list of strange names have any lessons for us today?

| think we can discover a lesson for us today from this strange list in Ezra 2 by
looking at Mark 14.
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In Mark 14:9, Jesus, speaking about the woman with the alabaster flask, said,
GONHzf 85 L al e (2 82dzZ 6KSNBOYSNI 6KS 3IF23aLISt
aKS KIFa R2yS gAft 6S G2fR Ay YSY2NER 27F KS§

And, although Mark did not give us her name, that woman is being honored
here today 2000 years later for her act of kindness and love to Jesus. Ezra 2 is
filled with such people, most of whom are also nameless.

Why did they leave their homes to return to a place of suffering and hardship
where most of them had never personally lived?

Why? Because they loved God and longed to worship God as he desired to be
worshipped. Because they had faith in God, and they knew God would protect
them and guide them. Because they believed the prophets of God and had
faith in the plan of God and the pvaence of God.

And for that they are honored by God in Ezra 2.

YR d 6S NBFR 9T N} wXI tSGQa G4KAY{1 I 02dz
write Ezra 2 in the margin of our Bible next to the roll call of faith in Hebrews
11.

G¢2 D2R SIFOK AYRAGARdAzZrf FyR FFYAf& Aad &A3

returnees is not simply lumped together, but valuable space in Scripture is

given to otherwise unknown families and individuals. The group of exiles
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It is through this small group and their descendants that we still have the Old
Testament Scriptures, which they carefully preserved, and it is through this

group and their descendants that Jesus later came into this world.

Even though they were unknown and unnoticed by the world, they were at
GKS KSIFENI 2F D2RQa LIy 2F NBRSYLWAZ2YO®

| fear that the church today often suffers from an inferiority complex. We
sometimes feel as if we are of little significance in our modern world.
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But we need to see ourselves as God seesw$S ' NB GKS @OSNE OSydaSN
attention. We are the primary means by which God is fulfilling his plans in this
world.

Yes, we are a small group, as these exiles were a small group, but we should

NEBYSYOSN) GKIFG D2RQ&a LIS2LX S KIF@S o0SSy |
times: just after creation and just after the flood.

All throughout the Bible we see God using things that are small to topple things
that are big. In Daniel 2, it is a small stone that hits the feet of that giant statue
representing the kingdoms of this world, toppling it. We are that small stone.
We are hat faithful remnant today. Ezra 2 shows us that faithful remnant
2500 years ago.

This chapter is about those who returned. What can we say about those who
decided to stay behind in Babylon?

Certainly there are some bad reasons for having stayed betipdrsonal
comfort, lack of faith, apathy. But there are also some understandable reasons
to have stayed behind health, family, planning to return later.

In fact, one of the great heroes of faith in the Bible, Daniel, stayed behind in
Babylon. Yes, he was in his eighties, but remember that Daniel came out of
OKFG fA2yaQ RSY Ay KAa SAIKGASAH

Also, the families of Ezra and Nehemiah must have stayed behind as well, along
with many other families who returned to Jerusalem in the later returns,
including the return we will see in Ezra 7.

My point is that we should not automatically be critical of those who chose to
stay behind. If some had not remained behind, then how could the work of
Nehemiah ever have occurred?

We each serve God in different ways in his kingdpmy R ¢S a K2 dzf Ry Qi f
down on someone just because he or she is not doing what we are doing.
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1 Corinthians 12:14.8- For the body does not consist of one member but
of many. If the foot should say, "Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to
the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear
should say, "Because | am not an eye, | do nairigeto the body," that
would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an
eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear,
where would be the sense of smell? But as it is, God arrangethémbers
in the body, each one of them, as he chose.
2SS SIOK KIFE@S Iy AYLRNIFYd NRES G2 LI & Ay
have the same role to play. | think that is another lesson we find here in Ezra
2.

YR gAGK GKIFIGEZ £SGQa 0S3IAYyH

Ezra 2:12a

Now these are the children of the province that went up out of the
captivity, of those which had been carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar
the king of Babylon had carried away unto Babylon, and came again unto
Jerusalem and Judah, every one unto his city;h2ctWcame with
Zerubbabel: Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan,
Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah.

¢CKS 1S@ LIKNIAS Ay (KSasS @OSNmRSa Aa (GKS LIKN

This was not a new people going to a new place. This was an old people going
to an old place.

That each returned to his own town emphasizes the continuity with the pre
exile group. The returning exiles were claiming their territorial inheritance and
reaffirming their roots in and their rights to the land.

CKS G2NR GLINRPOAYOS: Ay @OSNARAS ™M LINRPOIOf @
Babylon.

A big question in the commentaries abdthapter 2 is whether it is describing
the first return or some later return.

Verse 63 mentions the governor by title, but does not tell us who the governor
was at this time. If we look at our two choices from last week, what we find is
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that Sheshbazzar is not mentioned by name in this chapter, but Zerubbabel is
mentioned in verse 2.

This has caused some to suggest that Chapter 2 is describing a later return than
the one we saw in Chapter 1.

Haggai tells us that Zerubbabel and Jeshua were in Jerusalem by the second
year of Darius (520 BC). And so some suggest that Ezra 1 is describing the first
return in 538 BC, and Ezra 2 is describing a later return that occurred some
time before 520 BC.

L R2y Qi GKAY]1l GKFd A& NARIKGEZ IyR L R2yQi
return in Ezra 2.

| think the better view is to see Ezra 2 as a description of the first return that
occurred in 538 BC. Why?

First, we have already seen how important dates are to the author of Ezra, and
it would seem odd to suddenly be discussing a later return without any
temporal marker in the text.

Second, Ezra 3:1 begins with a temporal marker to the seventh month, which
Ad 6A0GK2dzi Fye O2yGSEG AT AlG R2Sa y2G NBA
mentioned in Chapter 1.

And third, Ezra 3:8 refers to the second year of their coming, which would
seem to suggest that Chapter 2 is describing the first return.

l'a S F20dza Ay 2y GKS fSIFIRSNEQ yIYSa Ay
several of the names are familiar.

Jeshua was the high priest, and he is referred to as Joshua in Haggai and
Zechariah. We had a great deal to say about him in our study of Zechariah.

According to Haggai 1:1, he was the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, which
would make him the grandson of Seraiah, the high priest before the exile in 2
Kings 25:18.
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the name Jesus.

We also see Zerubbabel in verse 2. In our study of Zechariah, we looked at
both Jeshua, the High Priest, and also Zerubbabel, the grandson of king
Jehoiachin.

So close was their partnership, that God through Zechariah used it as a
foretaste of the perfect regime that was to come, when priesthood and royalty
would be perfectly united in Jesus.

And, as the book of Hebrews tells us, that combination of royalty and
priesthood in a single person could happen only under a new covenant
because kings came from the tribe of Judah while priests came from the tribe
of Levi.

The combined royal priesthood of Jesus is a golden thread that runs all
throughout the Bible, from the beginning to the end, and each time we see it,
it is a reminder that the Old Law was never intended to be permanent.

%SNYzo6 0 0SSt Qa NRES Ay D2RQA LXFy g1 & LI NIA

It was vital that a lineal descendant of King David return to Jerusalem so that
one day the King of Kings could occupy the throne of Dawtiich is what
Jesus did in the first century.

Luke 1:3233- He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end.

[ SGQa I { Srip bn tHjsqmind {In A&ta R Frior to the ascension of

Jesus, his apostles ask him a question.

Acts1:6-{ 2 B KSy
G GKA&a GAY
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What we often hear about that verse is that the apostles were apparently still
expecting an earthly physical kingdom, and so once again Jesus had to correct
GKSANI YA&ddzyRSNEGEFYRAY 3D dzd A& GKFG NRIK

First, Acts 1:6 says nothing about an earthly kingdom or physical kingdom, and
second, Jesus in response never tells them they have a misunderstanding, but
only that they should leave the timing to God.

And there is another problem with what I will call the usual explanatidn
seems to ignore what had happened to the apostles between the resurrection
and the ascension here in Acts 1. Look first at the third verse of Acts 1.

Acts 1:3- He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many

proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the

kingdom of God.
The apostles asked their question in verse 6 after listening to Jesus speak about
GKS 1AY3IR2Y F2NJnn RlI&aH L R2yQl 1y2¢6 |02
they may have known exactly what they were asking in verse 6!

If they had really asked about a physical kingdom in Acts 1:6 after 40 days of
teaching about the kingdom, I think Jesus might have asked them in verse 7 if
they had been listening to a single word he said! But Jesus did not ask them
that.

And also consider some things we learn in Luke.

Luke 24:27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted
to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.

Luke 24:45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.

L R2y Qi (KAYy]l GKS FLaidtSa gSNB YAaadalr1Sy
1:6. Instead, they were simply asking about a question about something Jesus
had just taught them, and they wanted to knavhen it would happen.

LT GKIFIG Aa O2NNBOUOZI GKSYy ¢6KIFIGd R2Sa GKSANJI
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kingdom to Israel when he sat down on the throne of King David and became

GKS FTANRG LISNER2Y G2 R2 0(0KIFIG aiayoS YAy3
Peter said happened in Acts 2?

Acts 2:2930- Brothers, | may say to you with confidence about the

patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to
this day. Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with
an oath to himthat he would set one of his descendants on his thrqriee
foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption.

And remember the prophecy of Amos:

Amos 9:11- In that day will | raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen,
and close up the breaches thereafid | will raise up his ruins, and | will
build it as in the days of old.

And we also see that same prophecy later in the book of Acts.

Acts 15:1517 - And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written,
Atfter this | will return, and wilbuild againthe tabernacle of David, which is
fallen down; and | wibuild againthe ruins thereof, and | will set it up: That
the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon
whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things.

God restored the kingdom to Israel in Acts 2 when God once again placed a
king on the throne of David.

We know from other Bible books that Zerubbabel was of the house of David,
and the royal link between David and Jesus. But why is that all important
connection not mentioned anywhere in Ezra or Nehemiah? The prophets
speak about it, but not Ezra or Nehemialthy?

| think it was because the purpose of this return was to restore the temple and
proper worship-- but it was not to restore the Davidic kingdom. That part of
the restoration would come much later when Jesus would occupy the throne
of David.
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been no. But when that question was asked in Acts 1, the answer was yes in
the very next chapter.

And, getting back to Ezra 2, Zerubbabel, the godly grandson of the wicked King
WSK2AF OKAYS> ¢gla | 1Se LINI 2F D2RQa LIX Iy

Why? Because, although Zerubbabel was never a king, Zerubbabel had royal
lineage back to David.

With that background, we would expect to find Zerubbabel in the genealogy
of Christ. Do we? Yes. In fact, we find his name in both genealogies.

Luke traces the genealogy from King David through his son Nathan, while
Matthew traces the genealogy through Solomon. But the two lines cross in
Zerubbabel and his father, Shealtiel.

Matthew 1:12-13- And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was
the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, and
Zerubbabel the father of Abiud.

Luke 3:27- the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the
son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri.

To say that those two verses raise some questions is the understatement of
the day!

2 KI6Qa GKS LINRBOof SYK
First, aswe justread2S NHzo 6 6 St Qa a2y Ay al d0KS¢ Aad R
Luke.

{ SO2yR> {KSItUAStQa FIUGKSNIAY alidliKSg Aa

Third, Matthew goes back through Solomon, while Luke going back through
Nathan, so how do we have the same pair of names in both genealogies?

Fourth, if you count back from Jesus to Zerubbabel, you get 11 generations in
Matthew and 20 generations in Luke.
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So what is going on?

One possible explanation is that they are different father and son pairs. Yes,
the names are the same between Matthew and Luke, but that is about where
the similarity ends, so maybe that is what is happening herevo different
father-son pairs in each gealogies having the same names.

L R2y Qi (1y2¢ |o62dzi &2dzz odzi GKIFG SELX I Y
Zerubbabel is such an important figure, and his father in each list is the same.

That really makes me want to think that we have only one Zerubbabel in these

two genealogies, ani is the same Zerubbabel we find in Ezra.

But can | believe that with all of these differences? 1 think the answer is yes,
but it does take some explanation.

As for the fourth problent 11 generations back to Zerubbabel in Matthew
versus 20 generations in Lukewe know there are some gapsant G 0 KS g Qa
genealogy. How do we know that for sure?

First, we know there are some gaps because we can identify them. Matthew

1:11 says that Josiah was the father of Jechoniah, but we know that he was in

FILOG KA& AN YRTFIGKSNID al GiKSg tSI@Sa 2dz
mean simply an ancestor, @sloes in Matthew 1:11.)

But second, we know there are some gaps for the simple reason that Matthew
provides only nine names to cover the around five hundred years between
Zerubbabel and Jesus, while Luke gives us eighteen names for the same time
period.

But what about the other problemsdifferent fathers and different sons?

How do we explain the different fathers of Shealt@INeri in Luke and
Jechonias in Matthew?

The most likely explanation is that Shealtiel was the product of a levirate
marriage. What is that?
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CKS g2NR af SOANI 0S¢ R2Sa y24 02YS FTNRBY
[FGAY 62NR af SOANE YSIFIyAy3a | Kdzol yRQa o N

A levirate marriage occurred when a man died childless. Rather than have that

YIyQa fAYyS 02YS (2 Iy SyRXI KA&a OoNRUKSNI ¢
and that child would then legally be the heir of the man who had died childless.
(Deuteronomy 25:810)

In this case, Neri would have died childless, and his brother, Jechonias (who

gl a YAYy3 WSK2AlI OKAYy0 g2ddZ R KIFI @3S FI UGKSNBR
case, either Neri or Jechonias could be referred to as the father of Shealtiel

one being his actudhther, and the other being his legal father.

But that does not entirely solve the problem for us. If Neri and Jehoiachin were
ONRPUKSNRAI (KSYy gKé R2y Qi GKSeé KIFI@S (KS
that Josiah was the father (actually, grandfather) of Jehoiachin, and Luke 3:28

Qx

tells us that Melchwas the father of Neri.

The answer is simpleif this theory is correct, then Neri and Jehoiachin must
have been haibrothers with the same mother but different fathers.

That would also explain how Zerubbabel could appear in both genealogies of
Christ even though one traces down through Nathan and the other traces
down through Solomon.

Do we see a levirate marriage anywhere else in the Bible other than with
Shealtiel? Yeswe see it with his son, Zerubbabel!

M / KNRYAOf S&a oYmd aleéa GKIFG »%SNHzmol 0SSt Qa
GKFO %SNMHzooloStQa FFIKSNI gla {KSFEtGAStE ol
most likely explanation was a levirate marriage.

Should it surprise us to see so many levirate marriages in the royal line? Not
really, for two reasons.
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First, in a royal line, you would expect siblings to have a higher death rate than
normal, and, second, in a royal line, you would expect an increased concern
with maintaining family lines. Putting those two things together suggests that
one might expectd see more levirate marriages in a royal line than elsewhere.

Another possible explanation for having two fathers is adoption. This is
likewise something that one might expect to see more of than usual in royal
families. A king whose brother had died (perhaps with a little help from the
king!) might be interested ikeeping a close eye on his royal nephews. We will
see an example of adoption in the book of Esther.

Esther2:7-d! YR KS ONRdzAK{G dzLJ | F RFaal KX GKFEG Aa
daughter: for she had neither father nor mother, and the maid was fair and
beautiful; whom Mordecai, when her father and mother were dead, took
F2NJ KAA 26y RI dAKGSNDE
Finally, what about the son of Zerubbabel? In Luke, his son is Rhesa, while in
Matthew his son is Abiud. And 1 Chronicles 209lists seven sons of

Zerubbabel, none of which is either Rhesa or Abiud.
How do we explain that?

The short answer is that there are many potential explanations for the
different names we find between Zerubbabel and Jesus in the two
3SySFHft23aAS4ax yR S OlyQil €221 Fd Ittt 27F

We might ask why we have two genealogies in the first place? Some suggest

that both genealogies give the genealogy through Joseph with Matthew

providing the legal heirship of Jesus to the throne of David by naming the

successive heirs of the kingdom froth @A R (2 WSadzas gKAES [ d7
I Oldz2r f RSAOSYd FNRY 51 JAR® hGKSNI ale GK
GKNRdzZAK W2aSLIKI gKAES [dzl S IAGSE WS&adzaQ R

| favor that second view, which would quickly explain why we have two
different sons of Zerubbabel in the two genealogies. As for why the sons of
%SNYz6 0ol 0St Ay aliddKSg FyR [d1S R2y Qi Yl
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either different names are used for the same people, or the list in 1 Chronicles
was not exhaustive.

We need to pause and consider one more question about this issue before we
move on. Jehoiachin (Jeconiah) was such an evil king that Jeremiah 22:30 said:
G¢Kdza &l AGK G4KS [hw5X 2NAGS &S GKA& YIly O
prosper in his days: for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the
GKNRYS 2F 51 FARI YyR NHzZ Ay3a Fye Y2NB Ay W
And yet right there in Matthew 1:12 we find King Jehoiachin listed among the
ancestors of Jesus. How is that explained?

CANBRGZ L GKAY] GKS LIKNI &S dakthefécisda Rl &aé A
of that verse was on the lifetime of Jehoiachin. He would not live to see any of
his seed ruling from the throne of Dawdnd we know that he did not.

Second, we should compare Jeremiah 22:30 with Jeremiah 36:30.

G¢KSNBF2NBE (Kdza &l AGK G4KS [hw5 2F WSK2AIl ]

none to sit upon the throne of David: and his dead body shall be cast out in

GKS RIFe G2 (0KS KSIGX FYyR Ay GKS yA3IKG G2
CKFEG OSNBS gFa gNARGOISY Fo2dzi WSK2AlF OKAY Q:
WSK2Al OKAY RAR aA0 2y 5F@ARQa GKNRYS F2NJ
throne, but he was a powerless puppet king.

Again, the point of Jeremiah 36:30 is that Jehoiakim would not have a son who

g2dzft R GarAid SYGKNRBYSR:¢ gKSNBE GKS | SoNBg 4
degree of permanence and security. We see a similar pronouncement about

Jehoiachin in Jeremiah 22:30.

Third, even if Jeremiah 22:30 was a curse on Jehoiachin and all his future
descendants (as some suggest), that curse seems to have been lifted.

Jeremiah 22:24 says:

al L tAQ
6SNB (K

< Uy

> alAdK GKS [hw53X (GK2dzAK [/ 2yAlK
Ay Si dzll2y Yé NARIKG KFEyRXZ &Sid ¢

Z
Uy >
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And yet in Haggai 2:23 we read:

LY GKFG RFeX &alFAGK G4KS [hw5 2F K2adazx 6A
servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the LORD, and will make thee as a signet:
F2NJ L KI @S OK2aSy (KSS> alAdK G4KS [hw5 27

The ring came off, but the ring was put back on.

Back to Ezra 2

| said in an earlier lesson that Ezra does not refer to Nehemiah anywhere in his
book, and yet right here in verse 2 we find Nehemiah. Should | correct what |

said earlier? No.

Our timeline lets us know that the Nehemiah listed in verse 2 is not the
Nehemiah who returned many years later in 445 BC, and the Mordecai listed
here is not the Mordecai from the book of Esther.

{SNIYAIFIK gl & Fftaz2z GKS yrYS 2F 91 NI} Q& FI (K
that also occurs in the Elephantine Papyri as the governor of Judah following

Nehemiah. But, again, our timeline lets us know that we just have different

people with the same rmaes.
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LESSON 7

In Ezra 2:2, we have a list of 11 leaders: Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah,
Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, and Baanah.

In Nehemiah 7:7, we find a similar list:

They came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah,
Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah.
Aside from a few variations in spelling, the big difference between those two
lists is that the one in Nehemiah has 12 names instead of only 11 names.
Nahamani is added to the list in Jeremiah and is not present in the list from
Ezra 2:2.

Why the difference? The simplest explanation is that, for whatever reason,
Nehemiah just gives a longer list.

But in this case there may be another explanation. | very seldom opt for an
explanation that involves an error in the process of copying, but we know that
on very rare occasions that happened. We can see some minor differences in
the various manuscripthat we have.

That may be what happened here. It is possible that the original version of Ezra
2:2 matched the version we have in Nehemiah 7:7 but somewhere along the
way a name was inadvertently dropped from Ezra 2:2.

Why do | put that forward as a possibility? Because of the importance of the
number 12. The listin Nehemiah has 12 leaders, while the list in Ezra has only
11 leaders. For a book with the major theme of continuity, the number 12
would have reinforced tat theme. The number 12 would also have provided
yet another link to the first exodus out of Egypt.

2S OlFlyQil aleé& FT2N) adz2NB>X o6dzi L fSty Ay

list had 12 names just as in Nehemiah.
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Ezra 2:2620

2b The number of the men of the people of Israel: 3 The children of Parosh,
two thousand an hundred seventy and two. 4 The children of Shephatiah,
three hundred seventy and two. 5 The children of Arah, seven hundred
seventy and five. 6 The children of Pdimoab, of the children of Jeshua

and Joab, two thousand eight hundred and twelve. 7 The children of Elam,
a thousand two hundred fifty and four. 8 The children of Zattu, nine
hundred forty and five. 9 The children of Zaccai, seven hundred and
threescore.10 The children of Bani, six hundred forty and two. 11 The
children of Bebai, six hundred twenty and three. 12 The children of Azgad, a
thousand two hundred twenty and two. 13 The children of Adonikam, six
hundred sixty and six. 14 The children of Bigvas, thousand fifty and six.

15 The children of Adin, four hundred fifty and four. 16 The children of Ater
of Hezekiah, ninety and eight. 17 The children of Bezai, three hundred
twenty and three. 18 The children of Jorah, an hundred and twelve. 19 The
children of Hashum, two hundred twenty and three. 20 The children of
Gibbar, ninety and five.

Verses 20 are the names of the clans that returned. The end of verse 2
describes them as the men of the people of Israel.

¢KS . A0fS dzadzl ffé& NBASNWBSa aLaANISEé F2NI
0KS Db2NIKSNY YAyYy3aIR2Y GKFG FStt G2 ! aaéNA
answer is our two main themeas continuity and restoration.

¢CKS G2NR aLaN}Sfte¢ Aa I NBYAYRSNI GKFG GKAa
to the nation as a whole. The restoration that was about to occur was going to

go all the way back to the beginniggvhich is the only place to go if you want

a true restoraton. You need to strip away all of the layers of new paint until

you get back to the original!

The names in this list are nearly identical to those in Nehemiah 7, but there is
more variation in the numbers between the two lists. Why is that?

One commentator suggests this variation may be due to what he describes as
GOUKS y202NA2dza RAFFAOdzZ & Ay O2LRAY3I | Sol
used for units, horizontal strokes were used for tens, and the initial letter in
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be overlooked or miscopied.

G2 KAES GKS LINRPLISNI yIFYSa FINBE Ay 3ASYySNrf 3

notations frequently disagree. These discrepancies seemingly occur at

random. Neither list consistently has the higher number. [The author of one

article] provides a table listing twentyine differences between the lists of

Nehemiah 7 and Ezra 2 out of the 153 individual numerals or ciphers.

Observing that the divergences usually occur in proper names and in

numerical statistics, he believes the discrepancies between the lists to be

the resultof scribal error and shows how the Hebrew numerals could have

been misinterpreted. ... Names and numbers were the great bane of

copyists. Although scribes took great care to ensure the accuracy of their

work, genealogies and numerical lists invariablyvebto be the most

RAFFAOdZA G 2F Fff LI aar3asSa G2 I OOdNI GSt& N
The article referenced in that quote is a 1954 article from Budletin of the
American Schools of Oriental Reseasid | can provide a copy to anyone

who wants to dig a little deeper on this issue.

Again, a copyist error is not my favorite explanation, but sometimes we need
to consider it because we know it sometimes happened. Here we are faced
with two lists having differences in the numerical counts, and errors in copying
is the leading explanation

Another possible explanation is that we have two lists separated by time with
the list in Ezra being the counts that were made at the time of the first return,
and the list in Nehemiah including updates that were made to that original list
over time.

hyS 2t RSNJ O2YYSy Ul NBE F2dzyR ¢KIFG AG OFftfS
NE3IINR (2 ydzYoSNBE Ay GKA&a fAadz yR F2d
accounted for except on the supposition of some secret but perfect method

2F ydzYSNAOF f B&i©rbyfrch Supporid far 2hgt diéw. ¢ K

Several of these clan names occur elsewhere in the Bible. Eleven of the names
are also found in Ezra 8 among those who later accompanied Ezra to
Jerusalem. Fourteen are listed in Nehemiah 10 as signing the covenant of
separation.
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As for the names themselves, there is not a lot we can say. Some of them
appear only here and in the parallel list from Nehemiah.

t I NPAK AY @GSNES W Aa (GKS |1 SoNBg 62NR F2N
later came with Ezra in Ezra 8:3. Others helped Nehemiah repair the wall in
bSKSYAIFIK oYHp® .dzi 20KSNBR 2F (GKA&a Ofly |
against intermarriage in Nehenhial0:14¢ which tells us that at least one

GFESIFHe RAR y20 aFtSS¢ gKSyYy KS akKz2dzZ R KI @8

The name Shephatiah in verse 4 is found several times in the Bible beginning

GAGK GKS FATOK az2y 2F 5F@GAR® LG ol a Ffaz
in Jeremiah 38:1. It is possible that he was carried into captivity after

%SRST Al KQAa hhtsams 6f higidestendagtRwernE now returning. If

so, they must have had the respect for Jeremiah that their ancestor lacked.

Arah in verse 5 is most likely the Arah mentioned in Nehemiah 6:18. If so, then

2yS 2F I N} KQad RSA0OSYRSyYyid KIFIR AYGSN¥YIFNNRAS
bSKSYAlIKQ& | ROSNAINB® ¢20AFK gla I tSNEA
and Geshem, tried to stofhe reconstruction of the walls. His marriage into

I N KQa FlLYAfe GASR KAY G2 Fy FNR&EG2ONIF GAC
Jews to pledge their allegiance to him instead of to Nehemiah. We should note

that this problem was caused by someone whofvioi SR D2RQa fl ¢ | 6
marriageg a problem that Ezra will address later in this book.

{AYyOS -W2Fr&Et(OKY OSNBS c¢c fAGSNIftfe YSIya
possible that an ancestor had been a ruler over part of Moab prior to the exile.

Although marriage to Moabites was forbidden among the returnees, it did

occur as early as the timé&s¥ (G KS WdzR3ISasx |yR 4SS (y2¢ (K
was partially Moabite.

The name Zaccai in verse 9 has also been found in an archaeological discovery
on a stamp seal.

¢KS yIYS 1'T3FR Ay OSNES wmMH YSIya aYAIKGE
Aramaic documents from Egypt.
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King Hezekiah because we would otherwise have expected Ater to have more
prominence than he does.

As we said, the next list differs from the first list by describing the people, not
based on their clan, but rather based on where they had lived prior to the exile.
Presumably, those in this next group had either forgotten their clan, or
perhaps some werfrom clans with so few people that they did not make the
main list. (95 and 98 are the smallest counts in the previous list.)

Ezra 2:2135

21 The children of Bethlehem, an hundred twenty and three. 22 The men of
Netophah, fifty and six. 23 The men of Anathoth, an hundred twenty and
eight. 24 The children of Azmaveth, forty and two. 25 The children of
Kirjatharim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, se\emdred and forty and three. 26
The children of Ramah and Gaba, six hundred twenty and one. 27 The men
of Michmas, an hundred twenty and two. 28 The men of Bethel and Ai, two
hundred twenty and three. 29 The children of Nebo, fifty and two. 30 The
children of Magbish, an hundred fifty and six. 31 The children of the other
Elam, a thousand two hundred fifty and four. 32 The children of Harim,
three hundred and twenty. 33 The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven
hundred twenty and five. 34 The childrenJgricho, three hundred forty

and five. 35 The children of Senaah, three thousand and six hundred and
thirty.

Although the list of place names we just read starts at verse 21, it is possible

GKFGO GKS fAaG FOOdzrtteée adkrNIa ogA0GK OSNBEBS
FAOSDPeE ¢KS LI NIfESE LIAaaradsS Ay bSKSYALlK
and Gibeon is abddive miles northwest of Jerusalem.

{2YS 2F (GKS RSaONosH A 2clEei@T 3 A W KA X BK 2dKEHE
0SAAY oMedKF A& KSCKS bL+x 20f AGSNIXdSa GKAa F
true that the phrases appear to be synonymous here, it should make you

wonder what else the NIV is obliterating. (If there is ambiguity in the original

text, a good translation carries that anghiity over into the English versian

a poor translation does not.)
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By listing people both by clan and by geographical location, God is confirming
their connection to those who occupied the land prior to the exile. This was
not just some new group with which God decided to start over, but rather this
group was very closetonnected to those who had been taken captive. These
people werereturningd 91 NI HYM ¢ &t Y& wdrdanakey o0
sense unless they are connected to those who were taken away.

Again, we can say a few things about some of these places.

. SUKE SKSY Ay OSNBS um Aa GKS LI OS 2F WwSa
south of Jerusalem.
Anathoth in verse 23 was a priestly settlement in Benjamite territory and was

WSNEYALIKQa K2YSi(i26y OWSNBYAFIK MYMO® LG
Jerusalem.

wkYFK AYy @SNBS Hc gl a {FYdsStQa K2YS> | 62d

Geba in verse 26 was located five and a half miles northeast of Jerusalem and
was used to denote the northern limit of the Jewish people Zechariah 14:10, a
great prophecy about the church.

Micmash in verse 27 isocated just to the north across a deep valley from Geba.
Before a decisive battle in 1 Samuel 13, Saul encamped at Geba and the
Philistines at Micmash.

CKS a20KSNJ 9t Yé Ay OSNES om NBFSNEB ol O]

Lod in verse 33 is seven miles southeast of Joppa, and is located today near
LANI St Qa AYUSNYyFdA2yFf I ANLR2NIO®

Jericho in verse 34 is about 18 miles east of Jerusalem.

So far we have seen the list of clans and the list of towns. Next we will see a
list of the priests.
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Ezra 2:3639

36 The priests: the children of Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine
hundred seventy and three. 37 The children of Immer, a thousand fifty and
two. 38 The children of Pashur, a thousand two hundred forty and seven.
39 The children of Harim, a thousand as®Venteen.

Starting in verse 36, Ezra begins to list the priests and the temple ministers
who returned.

From the numbers given here, it seems that about 10% of the returnees were
priests.

While that number may seem high, we should remember that priests had the
most to gain from a return to Jerusalem. They would have a steady source of
income combined with a high social status. Also, they were very much needed
by a group whose mission was tebuild the temple and restore proper
worship.

David had organized the priests into 24 family groups in 1 Chronicles 24, but
only four of those 24 groups are represented here. These same four groups
are also the only ones listed later when Ezra returned (Ezra 218

According to Jewish tradition, the original 24 courses of priests were
reconstituted from these 4 families, with each of the reconstituted families
taking the name of the one of the original families. If so, that would explain
how Zechariah in Luke 1:5 wakthe course of Abia or Abijah.

Notice that the house of Jeshua is mentioned in verse 36. Some point to this
verse as evidence that the author was getting these figures from a much later
list (at which point Jeshua, they say, had 973 descendants). But all the verse
says is that thénouseof Jeshua had 973 people; that is, it is the clan or family
size rather than the number of descendants. Also, we could be seeing another
Jeshua here; it was a very common name, and in fact we do see another Jeshua
in verse 40.
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Jedaiah was the second order in 1 Chronicles 24:7. Immer was the 16th order
in 1 Chronicles 24:14. Harim was the 1 Chronicles third order in 24:8.

Pashur is not listed in 1 Chronicles 24. But 1 Chronicles 9:12 tells us that Pashur
was the son of Malchijah, and Malchijaras the fifth order in 1 Chronicles
24:9.

[ FGSNI AY 9T N} mMnYHHI AAE 2F tl aKdzZNR&a &2y
their foreign wives.

Ezra 2:442

40 The Levites: the children of Jeshua and Kadmiel, of the children of
Hodaviah, seventy and four. 41 The singers: the children of Asaph, an
hundred twenty and eight. 42 The children of the porters: the children of
Shallum, the children of Ater, the chidr of Talmon, the children of Akkub,
the children of Hatita, the children of Shobai, in all an hundred thirty and
nine.

Verses 412 list the Levites, the singers, and the gatekeepers.

Jeshua the Levite in verse 40 is not the same Jeshua from verse 2 who was the
High Priest; again, it was a common nhame.

The Levites were members of the tribe of Levi who were not also descendants
of Aaron. They were prohibited from offering sacrifices on the altar. Because
they had no land inheritance, they lived in 48 Levitical cities and were
supported by tithes. They wer butchers, doorkeepers, singers, scribes,
teachers, and sometimes even temple beggars.

The first thing we notice about the Levites listed here is that their number was
small compared to the number of priests. Later, Ezra would have only 38
Levites travel back with him (Ezra 8:28).

Why so few? It may be because the Levites had no inheritance to which to
return. (But Ezra 7:24 tells us they were exempt from taxes.)
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Other possibilities are that fewer Levites were deported initially because they
were from the poorer class, or perhaps many Levites had moved over to
secular work during the exile and liked their new social status in Babylon better
than their old social situs in Jerusalem.

Ezra will describe his problem in finding enough Levites in Ezre88;8hich
tells us that the problem did not go away any time soon.

In our introduction, we talked about the false notion of some that Ezra wrote
or rewrote the Law of Moses so that the version we have today in our Bibles
did not exist prior to the time of Ezra. The extremely small number of Levites
is very strong evidemcagainstthat common modernist view. Why?

In the law (Numbers 18:21, 26), it is assumed that the Levites would greatly
outnumber the priests. For example, the Levites received the tithes and

passed only a tenth (a tithe of the tithe) to the priests. What that means is that

at that time the priestavere likely about 10% of the tribe of Levi.

Plus, under the Mosaic Law, the Levites lived in 48 Levitical Titiwbereas
here we hardly have 48 Levites in total!

Had the law been rewritten during the time of Ezra as some argue, it would
never have reached us in the form that we now have it.
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After the Levites in verse 40, we have the singers in verse 41.

According to 1 Chronicles 15:P@, David had organized the singers into 24
ANRdzLJA (G2 O2NNBalLRyR G2 0G0KS wn 3INRdzZLJA 27
OKAfRNBY 2F ! alLKé0D Ad YSYiA2ySR KSNBO®

The name Asaph in verse 41 is associated with a number of the Psalms,
AyOft dzZRAYy IS F2NJ SEIFYLXSS talfy pnX 6KAOK K
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Why so few singers? Again, most likely the demand for singers was small in
Babylon and so they gradually moved to secular occupations, while also failing
to teach their children how to sing.

After the singers in verse 41, we find the porters or the gatekeepers in verse
42.

The gatekeepers were responsible for locking and unlocking the gates of the
temple and to keep watch over the treasury, according to 1 Chronicleg 9:17
29. Another descendant of Shallum is mentioned as a gatekeeper in the time
of Jeremiah (35:4).

What we are seeing here is that the people who returned were the same
people who had been exiled but they were also different. They had been
changed by the exile, and some things had been lost.

For example, it seems that many of those with skills dedicated to the temple
had neglected those skills and moved to secular jobs while in exile. Much
about the law had been forgotten as well, as we will see later in this book. The
difficult task of restoation lay ahead, and the further the drift, the more
difficult the task.

There is a big lesson for us hidden in these simple lists. Instead of 24 divisions
of priests, there were only four. Instead of 24 divisions of singers, there were
only one. Instead of 48 Levitical cities, there were hardly 48 Levites in total!

2 KFGdG KIFEIR KFLIWSYSRK . loeégf2y KIR KIFLWLSYSR®
by Babylon. In some ways, they had been changed for the better by learning

the lessons that God had intended them to learn in the exile. But in other ways

they had been changed foné worse; they had forgotten much and neglected

much. Most likely there were Jews who had no desire to move to Jerusalem

and no interest in what was going on there.

YR gKIG Aa (GKS fSaaz2zy F2N dzAK {AYLX So
church today is also exiled in Babylon. We are not located in our promised land
of rest, but rather we are living in pagan Babylon.
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Will we change Babylon or will Babylon change us?

2Aff ¢S tSG GKS RA&AONIOlA2ya 2F GKAA 62N
neglect our Christian duties? Will we transfer our loyalties to the world?

¢tKS OFrft 2F GKS 06221 2F 91T N}Y Aacl OFff ¥F2
and that is a call for all of us.
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LESSON 8

The next list we see is the list of temple servants.

Ezra 2:43%4

43 The Nethinims: the children of Ziha, the children of Hasupha, the
children of Tabbaoth, 44 The children of Keros, the children of Siaha, the
children of Padon, 45 The children of Lebanah, the children of Hagabah, the
children of Akkub, 46 The childrefildagab, the children of Shalmai, the
children of Hanan, 47 The children of Giddel, the children of Gahar, the
children of Reaiah, 48 The children of Rezin, the children of Nekoda, the
children of Gazzam, 49 The children of Uzza, the children of Paseah, th
children of Besai, 50 The children of Asnah, the children of Mehunim, the
children of Nephusim, 51 The children of Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha,
the children of Harhur, 52 The children of Bazluth, the children of Mehida,
the children of Harsha, 53 Tiehildren of Barkos, the children of Sisera, the
children of Thamah, 54 The children of Neziah, the children of Hatipha.

Verses 434 list the temple servants, which comes from the Hebrew word

OGN yat ISR dabSUKAYAYEgZANR ASINBSNInfof @  YISK Iy(E
IAPSYyé 2NJ aiKS RSRAOIGSR 2ySadé 91T NI} yVYr
Levites, which most likely means they assisted the Levites in performing their

more mundane duties.

The many foreign names in this list indicates that this group likely consisted of
people of nonlsraelite descent.

Ezekiel 44:@® tells us that Israel was not always careful about using foreigners

as temple servants and may have even allowed them to serve as priests.

Exodus 12:48 and Numbers 15:14 tell us that foreigners were welcome to

sojourn with the Jews, buttheé KI R (G2 F2fft2¢ (GKS tlF6d o6dah
AaKFff 0SS FT2N) é2dz FYyR F2NJ GKS &GN yaSN gK?2

Some of these temple servants may have been descendants Gfitle®nites,
whom Joshua had made woodcutters and water carriers in Joshua 9:27.
Likewise, First Chronicles 22:2 tells us that David brought in strangers to work
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on the temple. This group may also have included people who were acquired
through war as described in Numbers 3125

It is interesting to note that these temple servants for foreign descent returned
from the exile even when many of the Jews, for whatever reason, stayed
behind in Babylon.

Ezra 2:55%8

pp ¢KS OKAfRNBY 27F {2f2Y2yQa aSNBlIyday GK
Sophereth, the children of Peruda, 56 The children of Jaalah, the children of
Darkon, the children of Giddel, 57 The children of Shephatiah, the children
of Hattil, the childrerof Pochereth of Zebaim, the children of Ami. 58 All
GKS bSGKAYAYaZ YR (KS OKAfRNBYy 2F {2t2Y2
ninety and two.
Verses 551 fAald GKS RSaAOSyRIyia 2F {2t2Y2yQ
puzzling category, and it is not clear what they were supposed to do.

This group must have been closely related to the temple servants because they
are both included in the single total given in verse 58.

These servants of Solomon may have come from the native population that
Solomon used for work on the temple in 1 Kings 5t83

¢CKS yIYS a{2LKSNBIKeé Ay OSNBES pp YSIya
Gt 20KSNBGK 2F %SolAYE AYKEPBNBSH pYE 04 W i & ¢
9{+0 YSIya aiKS 3T SttS {SSLISNWE

These may have been the names of guilds. If so, at least some of these servants

may have been more involved with secular tasks than the temple servants.

6.dzic 9T NI 7T7YHn aSSyvya (G2 NBFSNI G2 (GKA& 3INZ
D2RX¢ a2 ¢riin dbouywbat théy 8id.)O S

Ezra 2:5%3

59 And these were they which went up from Telmelah, Telharsa, Cherub,
' RRIYS YR LYYSNY odzi (GKS& O2dzZ R y20 aKSg
seed, whether they were of Israel: 60 The children of Delaiah, the children
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of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda, six hundred fifty and two. 61 And of the
children of the priests: the children of Habaiah, the children of Koz, the
children of Barzillai; which took a wife of the daughters of Barzillai the
Gileadite, and was called aftéheir name: 62 These sought their register
among those that were reckoned by genealogy, but they were not found:
therefore were they, as polluted, put from the priesthood. 63 And the
Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holygij

till there stood up a priest with Urim and with Thummim.

Verses 5%3 describe those who had lost their family records. The context
here suggests that the towns in verse 59 are most likely the Babylonian towns
from which these exiles had come.

Apparently some had lost their family records during the exile, or possibly

a2YS 2F GKS&as LS2LS 6SNBE LINpraSteisSao bSi

GKS 3ISySrftz23ex¢é¢ YR F2N gKIFIGSOSNI NBlFazy

were not sent back, but were Bky given the status of circumcised foreigners,
at least temporarily.

¢KS GLINASadaé yz2y3d GKAA 3ANRAZI 6 SNB SEOf d:

bdzYo SNE mMcYnn ¢FNYSR GKIG ay2 2dziaARSNE

~

I F NRBYyS aK2dzZ R RN} g ySIFENI G2 o6dz2Ny AyOSyas

were excluded.

Keep in mind that after AD 70, when all of the genealogical records were
destroyed, all of the Jews were suddenly in the same situation as that of the
Jews in these verses.

Barzillai in verse 61 is interesting, and is in fact unique in Scripture in having
taken the name of his fathan-law. The elder Barzillai appears to be the same
person in 2 Samuel 17:27 and 19:32 who helped David when he fled from
Absalom. It is interestg that the priest who married his daughter took his
name, and some surmise it was so he could inherit land in violation of Numbers
18:20, which could explain the trouble his descendants were experiencing
here.

What are the Urim and Thummin in verse 63?
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¢KS SEIFOG yIlFiGd2NBE 2F GKS ' NAY |yR ¢KdzYYAY
YEAGSNASE 2F GKS heoé 2KIG Aa (y26y Aa
breastpiece of the high priest.

Exodus 28:3@ And in the breastpiece of judgment you shall put the Urim
FYR GKS ¢KdzYYAYS FyR (KS& akKlff oS 2y ! I N
before the Lord.

Leviticus 8:8 And he put the breastplate upon him: also he put in the
breastplate the Urim and the Thummim.
It has been suggested that they were two small objects that were used to
signify the will of God, much like the casting of lots.

Josephus contends that the answer was given by a miraculous shining of the
2SpSta 2y GKS KAIK LINASaliQa @2aNdwSydao Li
30:7¢8 may refer to them with the use of the word "ephod."

The words Urim and Thummigre spelled with the first letter and the last
f SGGSNI 2F GKS 1 SoNBg | fLKIoSGd ¢KS { SLJidz

LISNFSOGAZ2yade 2SS aSS (KSY SftaSgKSNB Ay {C

1Samuel 14:4t ¢ KSNEF2NB {ldZ alFARXZ ah [2NR D2R
not answered your servant this day? If this guilt is in me or in Jonathan my

son, O Lord, God of Israel, give Urim. But if this guilt is in your people Israel,

AADBS ¢CKAzZY YA Y ®¢

Numbers 27:2Zt And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall
inquire for him by the judgment of the Urim before the Lord.

Apparently, as we said, they were small objects carried by the High Priest in
his garments and used to answers questions that required a yes or no
response. Such also occurred in the New Testament in Acts 1:26 when
Matthias was chosen over Justus by thestogg of lots.

These questionable priests were to be excluded from the priesthood until a
High Priest would come who could use the Urim and Thummin to determine
their true status. Since Jeshua is not mentioned here, it is possible that no high
priest had yet been appoiet.
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2SS R2y QO 1y26 F2N adzNB AF (GKSaS ljdzsSadAazy
serve as priests in the temple because here and the parallel passage in

Nehemiah 7 are the last time the Urim and Thummin are mentioned in

Scripture.

Some commentaries suggest that Hakkoz in verse 61 (Koz in the KJV) was later
allowed to be a priest because Meremoth, the son of Uriah, is identified as a
priest in Ezra 8:33 and as the grandson of Hakkoz in Nehemiah 3:4, but that
could just be a case obmmon names.

The Tirshatha is verse 63 is the Persian word for governor and likely refers to
Sheshbazzar as it does in Ezra 5:14, where the Hebrew word for governor is
used, or it could refer to Zerubbabel. That the governor was making these
decisions again suggestsatiperhaps no high priest had yet been appointed.

How important was it that only those Levites who were descendants of Aaron

be priests? We could ask Korah from Numbers 16, but of course he did not live

long enough to see the end of that chapter. Korah remains today as an

example of those who rebel agains D2 RQ&d RSYl yRa&a F2NJ LINE LISNJ
MMOU® aSy AIJy2NBE D2RQa O2YYlIyR&a FT2NJ LINE LIS
also been true, from the beginning pages of the Bible up until the present day.

Ezra 2:64/70

64 The whole congregation together was forty and two thousand three
hundred and threescore, 65 Beside their servants and their maids, of whom
there were seven thousand three hundred thirty and seven: and there were
among them two hundred singing men andging women. 66 Their horses
were seven hundred thirty and six; their mules, two hundred forty and five;
67 Their camels, four hundred thirty and five; their asses, six thousand
seven hundred and twenty. 68 And some of the chief of the fathers, when
they ame to the house of the LORD which is at Jerusalem, offered freely
for the house of God to set it up in his place: 69 They gave after their ability
unto the treasure of the work threescore and one thousand drams of gold,
and five thousand pound of silvér,y R 2y S Kdzy RNBER LINASadGaQ 3t
So the priests, and the Levites, and some of the people, and the singers,
and the porters, and the Nethinims, dwelt in their cities, and all Israel in
their cities.
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The numbers in the list add up to 29,818, which is 12,542 fewer than the total
of 42,360 given in verse 64.

Nehemiah 7 provides that same total, although the sum in his list is 31,089
(which is 11,271 fewer than the total).

Why the differences?

As we discussed, the differences in the individual numbers between Ezra and
Nehemiah might be explainable as rounding or copyist errors, or possibly the
use of a later, updated list.

But what about the larger total? How do we explain that?

Some suggest the larger total included the women and the children under 12.
That would be a surprisingly small number of women and childydut
perhaps the difficulties in this first journey caused many women and children
to remain behind.

Others suggest that the larger total includes families from tribes other than
Judah and Benjamin.

Most likely, some families were simply omitted from the itemized list, but
were included in the total (which we also saw as a possibility with the temple
items).

Although 42,000 seems like a lot of people to be traveling together in the
exodus from Babylon to Jerusalem, it seems small when we compare it to the
number who participated in the initial exodus out of Egypt.

Exodus 12:37t And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to
Succoth, about six hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside
children.

YR FfK2dzaAK ¢S R2y QU KIF @S | 0O2dz/i
have Esther 9:16, which tells us that those who remained behind were able to
kill 75,000 of their enemies (and we will look at that verse in detail when we
get to it).
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In any event, the number that returned was most likely much smaller than the
number who remained behind in Babylon.

Should that have caused the people to be discouraged? No, not those who
were faithful and who knew the word of God. God very often uses what the
world considers small and insignificant to topple that which the world
considers big and significant.

In fact, the book of Zechariah made this same pointiwice.

Zechariah 4:& Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the
word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but
by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.

Zechariah 4:1@ For who hath despised the day of small things?

That verse reminds me of something Jesus said:

Matthew 13:31-321 The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard
seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: Which indeed is the least of
all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and
becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come dmdige in the
branches thereof.

We might ask who hath despised the mustard seed? Or, as Paul asked,

"Despise ye the church of God?" (1 Corinthians 11:22).

We should never despise the small things because that is how God works in
this world today, and that is how God has often worked in this world. God
takes the small things of this world and turns them into great and wonderful
things! God has always workeldrough a small faithful remnantboth then

and today.

1 Corinthians 1:28 And base things of the world, and things which are

despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to

nought things that are.
God's eternal plan to bless the entire world came to fruition in the form of a
small baby asleep in a manger. "For who hath despised the day of small
things?" Let's make sure that question can never be directed to us!
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Why are we told in verses &% about how many servants and horses and
donkeys they had?

That information is important because it tells us about the economic condition
of the people, and what it tells us is that there were some wealthy people
among the returned exiles.

The very large number of servants (about one to every six freeman) combined
with the gold and silver in verse 69 points to great wealth by some, but not by
all. The rich had horses while the poor had donkeys, and the donkeys
outnumber the horses 9 to 1.

When Haggai prophesied about 20 years later, the economic situation appears

to have worsened considerably. A run of bad harvests and high prices

combined with enemy intervention had left the Jews with nothing but their

expensive paneled homes to remind theof their former prosperity and to

NEYAYR GKSY 2F GKSANJI yS3tSOl 2F D2RQa Kz2d

The singers in verse 65 are not the same as the temple singers we saw earlier.
These singers in verse 65 were professional singers who could be hired to sing
at marriage feasts and funerals.

éNhé cy LINRPOARS ' KAy (O 2 Fsomeéftha o1 & (2 (

SIRa 2F FTlIYAfASE ddd YIRS FTNEBSHgAfET 2FFSN

Some gave, but others it appears did not. Haggaill:Tinks the worsened
SO2y2YAO O2yRAGAZ2Y (2 GKSAWS2LASOaSOLdE
of my house that lies in ruins, while each of you busies himself with his own
K2dzaS®¢ 61 3IFA MY

Although many of the Jews settled in Jerusalem, verse 70 tells us that some
settled in other cities, either cities that they had formerly occupied or
elsewhere.

Chapter 2 at first glance seems long and tedious, but it is anything but tedious
when we see it for what it is.
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First, it is a roll call of all who were willing to leave comfort and security behind
when God opened a great door for them.

Second, this entire chapter is a prelude to the great events of rebuilding the
temple and restoring proper worship that were to come. That restoration
would not be possible absent the genealogical information in this chapter that
had been carefully preseed during the exile.

It was a great joy for these people to be involved in the plan of God, as we see
in Psalm 126 (which many think refers to this period of time):

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who

dream. Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with
aKz2dzia 2F 22@8T GUKSy GKS& alAR Fyz2y13
GKAYy3a F2N 0KSYPé ¢ gSorpshwesre fldda R2y S
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like streams in the Negeb! Those who sow in
tears shall reap with shouts of joy! He who goes out weeping, bearing the
seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves
with him.

Ezra 3:1

And when the seventh month was come, and the children of Israel were in
the cities, the people gathered themselves together as one man to
Jerusalem.
After the issues involved with resettling on the land were completed, it was
time to focus on the primary reason for the retugmeligious restoration.
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l f K2dAK GKS @SIFNJ Aa y2i AYyRAOFGSR Ay @S

Y2Y(GKe Y2ad ylFrddaNFffte LRAydGa dza ol O
saw in Chapter 1. If so, that would mean that the events in these opening
verses of Chapter 3 took ma in 538, the same time when Cyrus issued his
decree and the Jews first returned under Sheshbazzar.

The seventh month was Tishri (Septemi@atober). It was also in the seventh
month that Solomon gathered the people together to dedicatefihst temple
in 1 Kings 8:2.
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The seventh month was the most important month in the Jewish calendar. On
the first day of the seventh month they would have celebrated the New Year
and the Feast of Trumpets. On the tenth day was the Day of Atonement. From
the fifteenth until the twentyfirst day they would have celebrated the Feast
of Tabernacles.

+SNES m (Sffa daa GKFG GKS LIS2LX S I §KSNEI
bond and a common purpose, and they understood that a united worship was

GAGlIE AY RSIfAY3 gA0GK RFEYISNAE FTNBY 2dziail
the lessons for us in that desption.

Matthew 12:251 Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to
desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand.

1 OGa wYnn GStfa dza GKIG 2y GKS RFeé GKS OK
GSNBE (23SGKSNE IyYyR KIR Fff GKAy3a Ay O2Y
body" just as those here in verse 1 operate as "one man."

D2RQa LIS2L)X S Ydzad 6S | dzyAGSR LIS2LX S AF ¢
things that God has commanded us to accomplish. That was true in the days
of Ezra, and it is true today.

1 Corinthians 1:1G Now | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment.

That is the will of God for the people of God.
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LESSON 9

Ezra 3:2

2 Then stood up Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and his brethren the priests,
and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and his brethren, and builded the altar
of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon, as it is written in the
law of Moses the man of @lo

Two major leaders stand out in the first half of Ezra, and we see them both
(again) in verse 2: Jeshua and Zerubbabel.

Jeshua was (or soon became) the High Priest, and he was the grandson of the
High Priest prior to the exile. Zerubbabel was the grandson of King Jehoiachin,
the king of Judah prior to the exile. Their presence provides very strong
evidence of the continuitypetween these people and those Jews who had
been carried away to Babylon 70 years earlier.

Again we should note that whilerubbabel was from the line of King David,
Zerubbabel was very definitely not a king, and I'm sure he would have been
the first to tell you that. Had Zerubbabel called himself a king at this time, his
reign would have lasted only until King Cyrus heardualit, no doubt from

the neighbors of the Jews. Cyrus had not allowed the Jews to return so that
they could set up a kingdom. Their king at this time was the King of Persia.
Israel had no king at this time, and, in fact, the throne of David would remain
unoccupied until Jesus came to sit on that throne for eternity (as had been
promised to David).

But even though he was not a king, Zerubbabel was a vital link to the House of
David that was required for God to later raise up a descendant of King David
to sit on the throne of David. And, as Zechariah tells us, Jeshua the High Priest
and Zerubbabel th descendant of royalty together prefigured the perfect King
and High Priest who was to come, a combination that Hebrews tells us could
never occur under the Old Law.
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Again, we wonder what happened to Sheshbazzar, the leader of the people on

their return in Chapter 1. As we discussed earlier, some surmise that
Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel are two names for the same person, which is very

unlikely. Others suggest that Zdababel may have been a subordinate leader

under Sheshbazzar. Meyers suggests that Sheshbazzar may have been an

elderly figurehead, with Zerubbabel being in charge of the-tdagtay affairs.

LYy 91T N} pYmcI 6S gAftft 0S5 O 2fumdationsl G a{ KSar
2T UKS K2dzaS 2F D2R OGKFG Aa Ay WSNHzalf SYd

Many times the hardest part of a project is just getting it started. Someone
needs to step up and take the initiative, and that is why having good leadership
is so important, especially at the start of a big project. Otherwise, great plans
are likely to emain just thatt great plans!

Two more points about Zerubbabel and Jeshua:

(1) Zerubbabel and Jeshua are mentioned together in 7 verses of the Bible.

+SNAS H Aa GKS 2yfteé 2yS 2F (KS&S 1 OSNE!
0STF2NB %SNMHzool 6SftQa ylIYSod 2Keé Aa GKIGK a
section is focused on worship

(2) 1 Chronicles 3:19 tells us that Shelomith was the daughter of Zerubbabel.
Archeologists have found a seal in which a woman named Shelomith is
identified as the wife of Elnathan, the governor who is thought to have
succeeded Zerubbabel.

Back to verse 2, what is the first thing the people did?

The first thing the people did was build an altar. Building the altar before
construction of the temple was also in line with the example of David, who had
constructed an altar on the threshing floor of Araunah after the king had
purchased the hilltop in 3amuel 24:25 that became the Temple Mount, which
3000 years later is today the most hotly contested piece of land in the world.
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Ezra 4:2 will suggest that there was already an altar here, but if so the Jews
would have considered that altar to be defiled and unusable and would have
taken it down to put up their own.

That action may explain some of the hostility that we are about to see. That
previous altar would have been constructed by the Jews, Samaritans, and
foreigners who lived near Jerusalem during the exile, and its destruction would
have infuriated them. We Wiread about that hostility in Chapter 4.

But hostile or not, the people were right to take down the defiled altar and

0dZAfR | yS¢g 2yS ala AG Aa ogNARGGSY Ay (KS
2). A central theme of this book is that man must worship God as God desires

(rather than as man desis), and we see that happening here in verse 2.

And if there is an incorrect and defiled altar, the solution is not to just try to
clean it up and fix it. The solution is to get rid of it and start over. That is the
difference between reformation and restoration. What we see here is
restoration.

Just think for a moment about what it would be like if we were suddenly
carried off into exile to a place where we did not speak the language, and then,
70 years later, our grandchildren (most of whom would have been born in that
foreign land) returned tahis city. Would any faithful people remain to rebuild
this building and restore proper worship here? How would we ensure that
would happen? This book is going to show us. In fact, verse 2 right here shows
dzayY al a AG A& gNRGOISYy dé

The Bible is the only authoritative rule for religious practice, and that message
rings out very loudly in the book of Ezra.

What would have been offered on that altar? The daily offerings included a
yearling male lamb offered each morning, with the appropriate accompanying
cereal and drink offerings. (Leviticus €13; Exodus 29:3812; Numbers 28:8

8). A similar offering was nda in the evening.
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How was the altar constructed? The answer to that question points us to a
theme of the book that we have already seen and will continue totseahe
events in this book are pointing us to the permanent eternal kingdom that was
later established in Jerusatein Acts 2.

How does this altar do that?

Exodus 20:2%5 And if thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou shalt not
build it of hewn stone: for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted
it.

The stones of this altar were not to be shaped by human hands.
That immediately reminds us of the great stone of Daniel 2

Daniel 2:4445 ¢ And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set

up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not

be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these

kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Forasimas thou sawest that the

ai2yS o4l a Odzi 2dzi 2F GKS Y2dzyil Ay &A0Kz2dzi
There is a connection that runs throughout the Bible between worship and
KdzYlty KFyRao® Ly &aK2NI>X GKS (g2 R2y QG 32

Micah 5:13t Thy graven images also will | cut off, and thy standing images
out of the midst of thee; and thou shalt no more worship the work of thine
hands.

Acts 17:24251 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing
that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with
KI'yYRAT bSAGKSNI A& 62NEKALILISR 6A0GK YSyQa K
thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, andhiligs.
Those who think they can worship God today using an instrument made with
human hands and played with human hands (as opposed to using the
instrument God made; the human voice) need to very carefully consider

these verses.

What we see in this altar is what we see throughout the Bible when it comes
to worship ¢ worship must be done as God commands, and God is not
G2NBRKALILISR 6AGK YSyQa KlFyRad o0! OG&a MTYHPO
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Ezra and Nehemiah. Why?

This reference back to Moses stresses both of the major themes of thegoook
O2ylUAydzZAade YR NBaAU2NIGA2Yy D [ 2yGAYydAaGe ¢
people, and restoration because these people are returning to the Law that

Moses received from God.

We are also about to see physical continuity as the people work to restore the
physical structures of the altar and the temple as described in the Law of
Moses.

Ezra 3:%6

3 And they set the altar upon his bases; for fear was upon them because of
the people of those countries: and they offered burnt offerings thereon

unto the LORD, even burnt offerings morning and evening. 4 They kept also
the feast of tabernacles, as itvgitten, and offered the daily burnt

offerings by number, according to the custom, as the duty of every day
required; 5 And afterward offered the continual burnt offering, both of the
new moons, and of all the set feasts of the LORD that were consecrated,
and of every one that willingly offered a freewill offering unto the LORD. 6
From the first day of the seventh month began they to offer burnt offerings
unto the LORD. But the foundation of the temple of the LORD was not yet
laid.

+SNAS o GSffta dza GKFG GFSEN gl a dzl2y (KS
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strange place surrounded by hostile people. Courage is not the lack of fear;

courage is the will to act ispite of fear. And these people were courageous

with a courage that came from their reliance on God.

g GKAA LRAYGZ (GKS LIS2LXS KFIR gKIFaG 2yS O
Why was it a healthy fear?

It was a healthy fear because it was based on a realistic recognition of the great
challenges that faced them. It was a healthy fear because it drove them to be
obedient to the will of God regardless of the circumstances. It was a healthy
fear because it bve them to trust in God for help and protection.
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and that sort of fear caused this rebuilding to come to an end.

b2 YIFIGGSNI g6K2 2NJ gKIFG &AdzZNNRPdzyRa dzaX D2RQ
people. Remember what Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 16:4% I 6 OK @S> aidl yR
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God hath not given us thspirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a
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(Ashdod, Samaria, Ammon, Moab, and Edom), those of foreign descent now

living in Judah, and Jews who had remained behind and who had not

maintained their faith but rather had copnomised with the world. This group

also included some who had earlier been forcibly settled in this area by the

Assyrians. (That group will be mentioned in Ezra 4:2.)

One might have expected the Jews who remained in the land to be faithful and
rebuild what had been destroyed, but that is not what happened. The faithful
Jews we see in Ezra are the Jewish exiles who returned, not the Jews who
remained behind.

Each of these groups would have been hostile to what was now taking place.
In fact, the book of Ezra has much to say about how the people of God should
live in an angry, hostile environment. And | think we would all agree that our
own environment has verguickly become much more angry and much more
hostile to the ways of God and the people of God.

Who would have ever thought that publishing Matthew 19:4 ("Have ye not
read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and
female?") would lead to death threats? And yet that is the world in which we
are now living. The Jews of Ezra's daymatethe only people of God who ever
had angry and hostile neighbors!

As we see so often in the Old Testament, building an altar was a significant act
that often marked a renewed dedication to following God. Verse 3 tells us that
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they set the altar in its placewhich means they put it in the same position it
occupied prior to the exile.

We also see that the daily sacrifices were restored. And how did they know

gKFEG 02 R2K ¢KS& RAR dala Al Aa oNAROGGSYy>S¢
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is the only possiblpath to restoration of proper worship and service to God.

To restore anything to its original state we need the original blueprint, and the

Bible is the original blueprint when it comes to pleasing God.

Notice how careful they were to follow every detail. They set the altats
place They performed the sacrificéy number according to the rule.

There is a lesson here for us. Details are important, and we neglect those
details at our peril.

LF S R2y QG OFNB |02dzi (GKS af xdielf S¢ (KAY =
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means is that when it comes to making sure our worship is pleasing to God,

there are no little things. God cares about the details, and so also must we.

Twenty years later, Zechariah would ask a question about this very point.

Zechariah 4:1@ For who hath despised the day of small things?
¢CKS aqavltt GKAy3Iaed Ay OGKIG OSNBS NBFSNNBF
Some of them apparently thought that this rebuilding was just not worth doing
at all because the rebuilt temple would never be as grand as the first temple.

But God was seeking obedience and faithfulness in his people, and whether
GKSe8 6SNB O2yaiNHzZOGAY3 | IAFyd GSYLX S 2NJ
GSNE F2tft26Ay3 D2RQ&a O2YYlIyRao®

aly1lAyRUa LINRPofSY A& GKFG ¢S FNBX y20 | 3z
and sadly for many or most in the religious world today, they have classified
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always a big thing!
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Now that the remnant had a restored altar, they were once again able to
follow the commanded calendar of events.

The Feast of Tabernacles or Feast of Booths in the fall was one of the three
most important Jewish celebrations, with the other two being Passover in the
spring and Pentecost in the summer.

During the Feast of Tabernacles, the people lived for seven days in booths or

GSyita G2 NBYAYR (GKSY 2F D2RQa LINRPGSOGAZ22Y
It will be at this same feast that Ezra will read the law to the people much later

in Nehemiah 8:1418.

The Feast of the Tabernacles must have been particularly meaningful to the

returned exiles. Those who had participated in the second exodus were having

I FSILad G2 NBYSYOSN) 6KS FANRG SE2Rdzad ¢
protection themselves as they traled back from Babylon. And perhaps some

of them were literally living in booths or tents in their ruined city.

The purpose of this feast was to remind the people of the fragility of this life
and of their dependence on God for all things. That is a reminder that we all
need. Modern man thinks he is secure apart from Gbdt there is no security
apart from God. G offers the only security that is real and lasting security,
and that is why the people celebrated this feast.

+SNAS p YSYyGA2ya aGKS O2yiGAydzrt odz2NYyG 2FF
is that? At first, it seems odd to see this mention of a heavenly body because
of the frequent prohibitions against the worship of such.

But, of course, the people here were not worshiping the maahey were
instead using the moon to determine the time of certain eveqwghich is one
of the reasons why God gave us the moon.

Genesis 1:14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the
heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for
seasons, and for days, and years.
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And there are many other reasons God created the moon. If you ever want to
show someone the design evident in the universe, you don't need to start with
the stars. You can start much closer by looking at the moon. There are many
properties of the moonsuch as its existence, its orbit, its size, its location, and
its mass, that are vital to life on earth. Even today, secular science struggles to
explain how the moon came to be. But we know how that happened, and we
know why that happened.

The Jews followed a lunar calendar in which each month consisted of a full

revolution of the moon. So a new moon marked the beginning of a new month.

The burnt offerings of the new moon in verse 5 were the burnt offerings

commanded in Numbers 28:1da ! yinRhe beginnings of your months ye
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One of the most important events in the Jewish calendar is not mentioned
here¢ the Day of Atonement. Why?

Possibly because it was a very solemn day, and so it did not fit in with the
joyous theme of this chapter. But another possible reason is that it could not
be observed because the ark of the covenant was no longer in existence. As
described in Leviticus 16he blood of the sacrificed goat was to be sprinkled
on the mercy seat of the ark on the Day of Atonement, and that was no longer
possible absent the ark.

What was the purpose of the Jewish sacrifices? They were offered for the sins
of the people (Hebrews 7:27). They were a remembrance of sins (Hebrews
10:3), but they could never take away sins (Hebrews 10:4, 11). Only the perfect
sacrifice was able to takaway sin.

Hebrews 10:11141 And every priest standeth daily ministering and
offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins:
But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down
on the right hand of God; From henceforth expectinigiit enemies be
made his footstool. For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them
that are sanctified.

And yet forgiveness was promised under the Old Law.
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Leviticus 4:35 And the priest shall make an atonement for his sin that he
hath committed, and it shall be forgiven him.

How can there be forgiveness if the blood of bulls and goats cannot take away
sin? The answer is that for the faithful Jews of the Old Testament, that

forgiveness came later from the blood of Chusthe perfect sacrifice. We
sometimes describethisassiaNR f t Ay3 F2NBI NRé 2F GKSANI &aa

Hebrews 10:24 ¢ But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again

made of sins every year. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of

goats should take away sins.
That is why, | believe, the faithful Jews who had died were in a holding area
prior to the cross as we see in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus where
it is referred to as Abraham's bosom (Luke 16:22). That all changed at the
Cross.

Hebrews 10:1@; By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of

the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
And those faithful Jews who had died under the Old Covenant could then be
with Christ, having beenleansed of those sins that had been rolled forward
to the cross. In my opinion, that event is described in Ephesians when Christ
ascended, leading captivity captive.

Ephesians 4:8Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.
So that, after the cross, Paul did not expect to depart and be with Abraham,
but rather he expected to depart and be with Christ.

Philippians 1:23 For | am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart,
and to be with Christ; which is far better.
But for those under the Old Covenant during the exile, what happened when
the temple was destroyed and the sacrifices ceased?

What happened was that there was no longer a rolling forward of that sin.
Instead, that sin, so to speak, just piled up year after year. There must have
been incredible joy among the people when these sacrifices were restored.
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This was the not the first time the sacrifices had been restored. They had
started about 1000 years earlier, and they had been restored at least twice
beforec under Joash in 2 Chronicles 24:14 and under Hezekiah in 2 Chronicles
29:7, 2729.

Each time the procedure for restoration was simgl¢ G SLJ 6! 0 Y wSIFR D2F
G2NR® {GSLI 6. 0Y 52 gKIG @2dz NBIR Ay D2RQa

Sometimes the people had an earliersiep 2 OF G S DcbiR Mat is o2 NR
problem for us. We are surrounded by Bibles. Some people say that truth is
scarce, and perhaps it is, but, at least in our day and in our country, the supply
of truth has alwayexceeded the demand!
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LESSON 10

¢tKS NBaG2Nr A2y 2F D2RQa GSYLXS KIFER | &L
another reason. For 70 years they had been surrounded on all sides by pagan
temples to false gods.

About 50 temples are mentioned in Babylonian texts, along with over 1500
shrines for their false gods. Every time the Jews saw one of those false temples
or shrines, they must have remembered the true temple that had been
destroyed.

Freewill gifts are offered in verse 5. They are described in Leviticus-22;18
and they were the only sacrifices that ndews were allowed to offer to God.

The heart that loves God desires to worship God in a way that pleases him,
and these people had that heart. We see that heart in these freewill offerings.
These people were not just doing what was requicgkbey were going beyond
what was required. They ade the offerings that God had commanded, and
then they made additional offerings.

+SNAS ¢ SyR&d.odi Ki kS abddntRIF GA2Y 2F GKS G
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One point of this statement is that even though the sacrificial system had been
reinstituted, there was much work that remained to be done.

A partial restoration is not a restoration at all; it is instead, at best, more of a
reformation. And while a reformation may accomplish some needed reforms,
those reforms are not enough unless they proceed toward a complete
restoration of proper worshipEzra is not describing a reformation movement;
Ezra is describing a restoration movement. There is a huge difference between
the two.

But there is another lesson in verse 6, and once again we have a lesson
LRAYGAY 3T dz& F2NBFNR (2 GKS OKdIzZNOK® L KAy

Page 113 of 456
www. ThyWordIsTruth.com
www.FulshearChurchOfChrist.org



http://www.thywordistruth.com/
http://www.fulshearchurchofchrist.org/

F2dzyRFGA2y 2F GKS GSYLXS 2F GKS [hw5 &I
lesson and a positive lesson. We just saw the negative legb@mne was much
work left to be done. What is the positive lesson?

What verse 6 is telling us is that the worship of God on the Temple Mount had
been reinstituted, even though no temple existed. In fact, not even the
foundations for the second temple had yet been laid.

Jeremiah had told the Jews before the exile that they should trust in God
rather than in the physical temple.

Jeremiah 7:4 Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the LORD,
The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, are these.

Jeremiah 7:14151 Therefore will | do unto this house, which is called by
my name, wherein ye trust, and unto the place which | gave to you and to
your fathers, as | have done to Shiloh. And I will cast you out of my sight, as
I have cast out all your brethren, even tivole seed of Ephraim.

Although their forefathers had placed their trust in the temple rather than in
the Lord of that temple, these people, their descendants, had learned in their

flryR 2F SEAfS (GKIG D2RQ&a LINBaSyOS I'yR D2R

That realization must have been shocking for the Jews, but it is not shocking
for those of us in the church. God dwells in his people, not in some building
made with hands.

Acts 17:24t God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that
he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands.

Ezra 3:7

7 They gave money also unto the masons, and to the carpenters; and meat,
and drink, and oil, unto them of Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to bring cedar
trees from Lebanon to the sea of Joppa, according to the grant that they
had of Cyrus king of Persia.

Verse 7 is one of the most informative verses in Ezra, which might seem like
an odd statement when you read verse 7. But verse 7 tells us something very
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important about this small group of former exileghey sincerely wanted to
give their very best to God.

Even though this group was small and mostly poor, they set very high
adlyRINRA 6KSYy Al OFYS (2 R2Ay3 D2RQA
carpenters, and they ordered the finest materials.

They were a focused people and a dedicated people; they were not-hdald
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to give God their very best in everything they did.

Is that our desire? It will not happen by accident. Giving God our very best will
either be our driving goat 2 NJ A0 62y QG KI LISy ® ¢ KA A
example to follow.

But, unfortunately, they also left us a bad example.

We are looking now at the first return. The third return under Nehemiah
occurred about 90 years later, and the prophet Malachi preached about 10
years after that.

About 100 years after the people here in verse 7 were intent on giving God
their very best, Malachi described a very different situation:

Malachi 1:78 ¢ Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say,
Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the LORD is
contemptible. And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye
offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offenow unto thy governor; will he
be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts.

In short, there had been a decline in their desire to please God and give God

their very best.

We need to always be on guard against that same sad decline. If we are giving
God our very best today, then that is wonderfubut we need to always
remain focused and dedicated on giving God our very best. The priorities of
the returned exiles changed ew time, and we can see the result of that
change in Malachi.

Page 115 of 456
www. ThyWordIsTruth.com
www.FulshearChurchOfChrist.org

g2 N

02

IANZ


http://www.thywordistruth.com/
http://www.fulshearchurchofchrist.org/

Solomon had also used cedar trees from Lebanon in constructing the first

temple, but he had paid for that timber himself. Here the timber was paid for,

y2i o6& YAy3 {2f2Y2y> o6dzi o6& YAyYy3a / &NdHa®
former glory because of thedisobedience.

The Babylonian exile had provided many L2 NIy f Sdaz2zya G2 D2
One such lesson was the danger of idolatry. Idolatry had been a major cause

for the exile, but interestingly, idolatry was never the problem after the exile

that it had been before the exile.

A second lesson they learned from the exile, and a lesson that is shown here,
is the danger of pride and sedtifficiency.

We know that God hates a proud look (Proverbs 6:17), but why? What is it
about pride that causes God to so frequently warn us against it?

The answer is that pride is dangerogsn fact, pride may be the greatest
danger. Why? Because pride and selfficiency blind us to God and to our
desperate need for God.

We should be thankful for reminders that we are not slfficient. We should

be thankful for events that deflate our pride. Why? Because those reminders
and those events cause us to look to God for our salvation and not to
ourselves. They remind us tolyeon the arm of God rather than the arm of
man.

The prophets prior to the exile all spoke to a people who were blinded by their
pride and by their arrogance. We are now reading about a very different
people. The exile had created a very different peapéepeople much closer

to God and a people who uedstood their total dependence on God.

In our introduction, we mentioned that a theme in this book is the link
between the events in Ezra and the establishment of the eternal kingdom in
Acts 2 as prophesied in Daniel 2 and Isaiah 2. We have already seen some
examples of that theme in this chapt
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Verse 7 has two links to other timgsone that pointsbackwardto the first
temple and one that pointforward to the church that was to come.

The backward link, of course, is that the same materials that had been used
for the first temple were being used for the second temple.

What about the link to the church? Listen as Isaiah describes the church in
similar terms to verse 7:

Isaiah 60:1113¢ Your gates shall be open continually; day and night they
shall not be shutthat people may bring to you the wealth of the nations
with their kings led in procession. The glory of Lebanon shall come to
you, the cypress, the plane, and the pine, to beautify the place of my
sanctuary, and | will make the place of my feet glorious.

Why did the temple exist in the first place? Why was there a first temple? Why

was there a second temple?

Hebrews 8:5 Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly
things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the
tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the
pattern shewed to thee in the mount.

Why was the revealed pattern so important? Because the temple was a
shadow of heavenly things. Is the revealed pattern for proper worship any less

important today now that we are members of that spiritual realgythe
eternal kingdom of Christ?

Everything about the Old Testament is pointing forward. That is what Hebrews
tells us. We need to always be looking for those spiritual realities in the
shadows we see in Ezra and in the rest of the Old Testament.

LAFAFK cnYmm RS&ONMR o6 S athyigdteS shalfbeapdnk | & | LJ
continually; they shall not be shut day nor night; that men may bring unto thee
the forces of the Gentiles, artat their kings may be broughé.

Do we find a similar description of the church anywhere in the New
Testament? Yes, we do.
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Revelation 21:225¢a ! YR GKS ylriA2ya 2F UGKSY 6KAOK |
in the light of it: andhe kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour
into it. Andthe gates of it shall not beshut at all by day for there shall be
Y2 YAIKGE G§KSNB®E
What are those verses describing? Revelation 21:2 is very helpful in answering
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things about Revelation 21. First, it is not describing heaven, and second, it is

not describing something in heaven. Verse 2 could not be any clearer on that

point.

What then is being described? Revelation 21 is describing a people rather than
a place. We know that from the descriptions in Revelation 21 (the frequent
dzaS 2F (GKS ydzYoSNJI mHE F2NJ SEF YL S0 GKIFG T
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church.
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an important clueg the gates are openPeople are still being invited in! Will

that be true of the church in heaven after the end of the world? No, but it is

certainly true of the church here and now.

Ezra 3 is pointing forward to the church, and Isaiah 60 is pointing forward to
the church. Revelation 21 later describes that church after its establishment
using the very same language!

Ezra 3:8

8 Now in the second year of their coming unto the house of God at
Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and
Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the remnant of their brethren the priests
and the Levites, and all they that werenge out of the captivity unto
Jerusalem; and appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upward,
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to set forward the work of the house of the LORD. 9 Then stood Jeshua with
his sons and his brethren, Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah,
together, to set forward the workmen in the house of God: the sons of
Henadad, with their sons and their brethréme Levites.

We are now in the second month of the second year after the first return, and
OSNARS y GSftfa dza GKFIG %SNHzool 6St FyR WSAK
0KS K2dzaS 2F (GKS [ 2NR®¢

Solomon also began building his temple in the second month (1 Kings 6:1). This
was the month after Passover, or Agvly on our calendar, and it was the
beginning of the dry season, which made it the ideal time to start building.

Even so, as will see, the people here did little more than repair the foundation

until nearly 20 years later during the time of Haggai and Zechariah in 520 BC,
at which time they made another beginning (Ezra 5:2) two decades after this

beginning.

What caused the delay?

At this point, if this was all we knew, then we might think we could blame it on

the Levites. Verse 8 tells us that Zerubbabel and Jeshua delegated the work to

them, and maybe the Levites dropped the ball. The job was delegated to them,

and then nothinghBJLISY SR F2NJ vn &@SIFENR® 6L O2dzZ R Aya
But that is not what happened.

We will see what really happened when we get to Chapter 4, but even here in
these verses we know we can't blame it just on the Levites. In verse 8, the
leaders set forward the work, and in verse 9 the leaders set forward the
workman. In each case, the woused refers to supervision. Everything that
was done was being overseen very carefully by those in charge. This was not a
case in which work was delegated and then forgotten. This was being done
right in that the work was being delegated and then callgfoverseen. They
were all getting off to a very good start!

Page 119 of 456
www. ThyWordIsTruth.com
www.FulshearChurchOfChrist.org



http://www.thywordistruth.com/
http://www.fulshearchurchofchrist.org/

But before we proceed, we need to consider yet another Levite puzzle! Notice
in verse 8 that the Levites who were appointed were at least age 20. That little
detail raises some questions.

Numbers 4.3 says that the Levites began their work at age 30.

1 Numbers 8:24 says that the Levites began their work at age 25.

1 1 Chronicles 23:24 says that the Levites began their work at age 20 (as
we also find here in Ezra 3:8).

How is all of this explained? Is it 20, 25 or 30?

As for the difference between 30 years and 25 years in Numbers 4 and
Numbers 8, the best explanation (and the one that the rabbis adopted) is that
the Levites had a-gear apprenticeship.

But how about the change to 20 years in 1 Chronicles 24 and Ezra 3?

| think Numbers 8 answers that question. Numbers 8:24 places the starting age
at 25 and places the retirement age at 50. But Numbers 8:26 says that the
retired Levites could assist the others. | think those Levites who were younger
than 25 were most likglalso there just as assistants.

That view is confirmed by 1 Chronicles 23:3, which says that the Levites were
numbered starting at age 30, suggesting that age 30 was still the operative
age. But it seems that there was both a fixear apprenticeship dropping the
starting age to 25, andn earlier five year period of assistance, dropping the
starting age down to 20. Also, with so few Levites, it was important to start
them all working as soon as possible.

Verse 9 shows us that the leading priestly and Levitical families were in charge
of the work, as we would expect. We first met Kadmiel and Hodaviah back in
Ezra 2:40. Henadad is mentioned in Nehemiah 10:9.
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Ezra 3:16€13

10 And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD,
they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons
of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the LORD, after the ordinance of David
king of Israel. 11 And they sar@gether by course in praising and giving
thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever
toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they
praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was
laid. 12 But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who
were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the foundation of
this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many
shouted aloud for joy: 13 So thatdtpeople could not discern the noise of
the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people: for the people
shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off.

Verses 1613 show the reaction of the people when the new foundation was
laid ¢ they praised God, they sang together, they gave thanks, they shouted
with a great shout, and they wept with a loud voice.

Verse 11 quotesPsalm10@& C2 NJ 6 KS [ 2NR A& 3I22RT KA & A&
F2NBEOSNE YR KA& FlIAGKTdA ySaa G2 it Sy S

Q¢

Jeremiah had earlier prophesied about this very event.

Jeremiah 33:1a.1 ¢ Thus saith the LORD; Again there shall be heard in this
place, which ye say shall be desolate without man and without beast, even
in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate,
without man, and without inhabitant, and withadpeast, the voice of joy,

and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the
bride, the voice of them that shall say, Praise the LORD of hosts: for the
LORD is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of tHenhghall bring

the sacrifice of praise into the house of the LORD. For | will cause to return
the captivity of the land, as at the first, saith the LORD.

The hearts of the people were full of praise and full of thanksgiving even

0K2dzZa3K O2yaidNHzOGA2Y KIR 2dzad adlFr NISRod !¢
LIN) AaSa D2R S@Sy 060SF¥2NB (KS FyasgSNI KIFIa Yl
¢ and then carries an umbrall These people knew with certainty that the

temple would be rebuilt even while they were still looking at just a pile of

rubble.
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There were among the people some older priests, older Levites, and older
family heads who had seen the original temple with their own eyes. The
temple had been destroyed in 587, and the current year was 536, or 51 years
after the temple was destroyed. Kpin mind that the captivity started in 605,
when Daniel was carried off, but the temple was not destroyed until 18 years
after that.

So, for someone now present to have seen the temple with his own eyes and
remembered it, he could have been as young as 60, but he was likely closer to
70 or 80, having been carried off to exile in the years prior to the destruction
of the city. Daniel,dr example, at this time was in his eighties (but, as we have
discussed, he seems to have stayed behind in Babylon).

Verses1lMo | NB (2dzOKAy3Id ¢K2aS K2 NBYSYOSNSH
GOGKS FANBGO K2dzaS¢é¢ Ay @GSNARS wmMHO gSLI® 2 K
difference between that grand edifice built by Solomon and the much less

grand version that would now be ostructed. They likely had feelings both of

longing and regret. Longing for what they had lost, and regret for their sins

that had caused it to be destroyed, and also for their inability to restore all of

its former glory.

Haggai and Zechariah would preach about this same sorrowful attitude about
20 years later:

Haggai 2:3; Who is left among you who saw this house in its former glory?
How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes?

Zechariah 4:1@ For whoever has despised the day of small things shall
rejoice, and shall see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel.

Yes, there was sadness, but great joy was mixed in with that sadness.

There is a lesson for us in this. One of the surest ways to derail the work of the
church is to focus entirely on the good old days.

Back in the good old days, there was a church on every corner, and every building was
full.
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1 Back in the good old days, we had gospel meetings that lasted for
weeks, meeting twice a day, and hundreds were baptized.

1 Back in the good old days, we didn't have the problems we have today
with all of the liberal ideas in the church.

And on and on we could go.

First, the obvious point is that the good aldys were not entirely good, and
much of what we remember about them is not entirely accurate.

Here is how one author summed up the good old days:

In earlier days preachers actually did evangelistic work and churches edified
themselves. And that is when we made our greatest growth ... Then it was
the old Jerusalem gospel preached under a brush arbor, in a school
building, a home, or a simple meetihguse. In those days, brethren knew
something.
And when was that written? 195Fifm FoundationJune 2, 1953)! What we
may see today as the good old days were not seen that way by all of those

living in them.

But second, if the good old days were, in fact, the golden age of the church,
that is not the age in which we now find ourselves. Perhaps we are more like
these exiles, looking at a current situation that is much less grand that what
we saw 50 or more yesa ago.

How will we react to that? With paralysis and weeping? We can't do what we
did before, so therefore we should do nothing? Or shouldn't we instead react
with joy and thanksgiving for the wonderful opportunities that God had now
given us to do his will aneixpand his kingdom.

What God seeks is faithfulness, and obedience, and trust. And we can give
those things to God without regard to how different things are today from how
they were in the good old days, whether that is how things really or just how
we remember them lookingdxk through our rose colored glasses.
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The final phrase in verse 13 is ominous: "the noise was heard afar off." Who
do you think was hearing all of that joyful shouting? And how would they
respond? The opening verse of Chapter 4 will tell us.
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LESSON 11

Ezra 4

From Ezra 4 until the end of Nehemiah there is nothing but conflict.

We might hope that we can avoid conflict in the service of God, but, if we did,
we would be the first. And if our goal is to just avoid conflict, then we are most
likely not doing much in the service of God. Jesus certainly did not avoid
conflict. Some dcide that the safest course is to just do nothing in an attempt
to avoid all conflict (and we will see that same attitude in Ezra), but all that
strategy does is create conflict with God. We must be focused on pleasing God
and doing God's will, and thatill very often create conflict, both from inside
and from outside.

Yes, we much preach the word in love, but | like what R. L. Whiteside said
about that:

"Much is said about preaching the truth in love and so it should be
preached. But in love of what? The preacher should so love the truth that
he will not sacrifice any of it nor pervert it, and he should so love people
that he will not withhold from them een one unpleasant truth. He that
does either of these things loves neither the truth nor the people.”

Preaching the word in love does not mean that we will avoid all conflict. What
it means is that conflict should not be our goal when we preach the word.

From this point on in Ezra, nothing that these people attempt to do for God
will go unchallenged. Does that sound familiar?

The conflict we see in the remainder of this book, and how the people of God
react to that conflict (sometimes in the right way, and sometimes in the wrong
way) will provide come valuable lessons for us today.
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Ezra 4:13

Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the children
of the captivity builded the temple unto the LORD God of Israel; 2 Then
they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said unto
them, Let us build with you: for we segkur God, as ye do; and we do
sacrifice unto him since the days of Esarhaddon king of Assur, which
brought us up hither. 3 But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the
chief of the fathers of Israel, said unto them, Ye have nothing to do with us
to build an house unto our God; but we ourselves together will build unto
the LORD God of Israel, as king Cyrus the king of Persia hath commanded
us.

The "adversaries" in verse 1 are the same people we looked at in Ezra 3:3.

Verse 2 gives us a big clue as to the origin of some of these adversaries: "we
have been sacrificing to him ever since the days of Esarhaddon king of Assyria
who brought us here."

The king of Assyria in 722 when the northern tribes were carried off was
Sargon Il. His three immediate successors were Sennacherib, Esarhaddon, and
Ashurbanipal. The second of that group, Esarhaddon, reigned from 681 to 669
BC

We know that Sargon Il repopulated the northern kingdom after he carried off
the Israelites, and verse 2 here is telling us that Esarhaddon must have
continued that same policy, including moving some further south into Syria
and Palestine. In verse 10 ohis chapter will see a resettlement by
Ashurbanipal, who reigned after Esarhaddon.

So what does this mean? What is means is that some, and perhaps many, of
these surrounding adversaries of the Jews had been forcibly settled in the area
by the Assyrians after the Assyrians had emptied the land of its former
inhabitants, the Jews of the mihern tribes. When they arrived, the land had
been largely empty, and they had been given the land by a royal edict from an
Assyrian king. Now these Jews had arrived with a royal edict of their own from
a Persian king to take land that they claimed whsirt land by priority of
ownership. No one should be surprised by the conflict that resulted.
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But verse 2 is interesting for another reasgnfor what these resettled

Assyrians say to the Jews: "for we seek your God, as ye do; and we do sacrifice

unto him." How can we explain that? How did they know anything about God?

2 Kings 17 answers that quast.

2 Kings 17:2428¢ And the king of Assyria brought men from Babylon, and
from Cuthah, and from Ava, and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and
placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of Israel: and
they possessed Samaria, and dwelt in the cities thier@® And so it was at
the beginning of their dwelling there, that they feared not the LORD:
therefore the LORD sent lions among them, which slew some of them. 26
Wherefore they spake to the king of Assyria, saying, The nations which thou
hast removed, and placed in the cities of Samaria, know not the manner of
the God of the land: therefore he hath sent lions among them, and, behold,
they slay them, because they know not the manner of the God of the land.
27 Then the king of Assyria commaad saying, Carry thither one of the
priests whom ye brought from thence; and let them go and dwell there,
and let him teach them the manner of the God of the land. 28 Then one of
the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came and dwelt in
Bethel and taught them how they should fear the LORD.

So even these resettled Assyrians had no excuse! They had learned (the hard

way!) how to fear God.

One of the themes of Ezra is the importance of maintaining purity, and we see

that theme here. These neighbors (tellingly already called adversaries in verse
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is not what they said at all.
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house unto our God; but we ourselves together will build unto the LORD God

27
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The Jews knew very well that these people, despite their claims, did not

worship God as the Jews did. How did they know that? They had eyes! They
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¢ and what they worshiped.

Let's keep reading in 2 Kings 17.

2 Kings 17:33l1 ¢ So they feared the LORD but also served their own gods,

after the manner of the nations from among whom they had been carried

away. To this day they do according to the former manner. They do not fear

the LORD, and they do not follow the statutes or thkes or the law or the

commandment that the LORD commanded the children of Jacob, whom he

named Israel. The LORD made a covenant with them and commanded

GKSYZ a,2dz akKlFrfft y20 FSINI20GKSNJ 32Ra 2NJ o
them or sacfiice to them, but you shall fear the LORD, who brought you

out of the land of Egypt with great power and with an outstretched arm.

You shall bow yourselves to him, and to him you shall sacrifice. And the

statutes and the rules and the law and the commandttfat he wrote for

you, you shall always be careful to do. You shall not fear other gods, and

you shall not forget the covenant that | have made with you. You shall not

fear other gods, but you shall fear the LORD your God, and he will deliver

yououtofi KS KFyR 2F Iff @2dz2NJ SySyaASaové¢ 126S0
but they did according to their former manner. So these nations feared the

LORD and also served their carved images. Their children did likewise, and

their children's children as their fatherdlid, so they do to this day.
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The Jews had a choice to mak@eace with their neighbors or peace with
God; conflict with their neighbors or conflict with God. Should they accept
these neighbors into their group along with their false worship, or should they
not? Should they seek peaa any price even when that price is their
faithfulness and obedience to God?

| think we all know the right answer in Ezra 4, but do we know the right answer
when this same problem comes to our own door? Do we know the right
answer when our own neighbors, many of whom have cast the word of God
behind their backs, show up and sayet'us build with you, for we worship
your God as you do"?
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The world says there are mankurches; the Bible says there is one. The world
says we can each go the church of our choice; the Bible says that we must obey
the gospel so that God will add us to the church of his choice. The world says
there are many paths to God; the Bible says thisrene and only one. The
world says that each of us is free to worship God however we choose; the Bible
says that we must worship God in spirit and in truth.

What do we do when the world shows up at our door and says, "Let us build
with you, for we worship your God as you do"? We have an example of what
to do here in Ezra 4.

But are we really supposed to say today what they said way back then? Well,
look who is doing the talking in verse¢¥erubbabel and Jeshua. We have
already looked at those two, the descendant of royalty and the High Priest,
and we have seen how they aused to prefigure the perfect King and High
Priest who was to come.

These people had a big choice, and it is a choice that comes time and time
again to the people of God would they trust in God or would they trust in
man? Would they embrace their neighbors for security, or would they look to
God for security?

Their ancestors had often looked to Egypt or Assyria for help rather than to
God¢ what would these descendants do? Here they made the right decision
¢ they determined to trust in the arm of God rather than the arm of man.

Here is the answer they gave to their neighbors in verse 3: "You have nothing
to do with us in building a house to our God; but we alone will builth&o
LORD, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus the king of Persia has commanded us."

But that answer is so harsh! It is so black and white! It is so unloving! But s it?
Was their answer unloving? Many today would say it was, but of course we
know it was not. It was the most loving answer they could give. First, it shows
their love for Gd and their desire to obey God no matter the consequences.
But second, it showed love for their neighbors. The most unloving thing they

Page 129 of 456
www. ThyWordIsTruth.com
www.FulshearChurchOfChrist.org



http://www.thywordistruth.com/
http://www.fulshearchurchofchrist.org/

could have done would have been to tell those neighbors they were right with
God when they were not right with God.

But notice that their answer in verse 3 adds something glsel a 1 Ay 3 [/ & NHza
GKS 1Ay3a 2F t SNERAF KFEGK O2YYIlI YRSR dza ®¢ 2 K

One reason have already mentioned is that the two groups had dueling royal
RSONBSaod ' Yy20KSN) LI2aaAroftsS NBFazy Aa GKIFG
neighbors with rebuilding the temple, and so technical adherence to that

decree would prevent the Jevisom working with those neighbors. But there

must be more to it than that because we know that these exiles would not

KIFdS 62NJ SR sAGK (KSaS ySA3aIKoz2NER SOSy AT
issue.

A more important reason to mention the decree of Cyrus is that the Jews knew

who was really behind that decree. We were told in the opening verses that

God had stirred Cyrus to make that decree, and we know that the decree was

made at the time that Jeremiiehad prophesied it would occur. Also, we know

that God through Isaiah had mentioned Cyrus by name hundreds of years

0STF2NE /&Nd¥za o6l a 02NYy® LYy &aK2NIX / &NHzaQ |
how these people properly saw it.

l'a ¢S AFAR AY 'y SFENIASNIfSaazys>s (GKS LIKNI
verse 2 seems to confirm that there was most likely an altar already in place

before the exiles began to build their own altar, and verse 2 likewise confirms

that that previows altar would have been defiled and not built according to

D2RQa 62NRX gKAOK YSIya Ald g2dd R KI @3S 0S¢
altar was built.

And that is yet another lesson in restoration. True restoration begins by
removing whatever is false. True restoration does not seek to reform
falsehood, but rather it removes falsehoq@nd then it builds in its place that
which is true.
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Ezra 4:45

4 Then the people of the land weakened the hands of the people of Judah,
and troubled them in building, 5 And hired counsellors against them, to
frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the
reign of Darius king of Persia.

Yes, this is the same group who two verses earlier said, "Let us build with you,
for we worship your God as you do!" VerseS éxplain why that group was
called "adversaries" in verse 1. The knives have come out and the opposition
begins in earnest.

Remember that Ezra is writing this about 80 years after these events in
Chapter 4 occurred. In just a moment, Ezra will look back over the history from
his time to this time and illustrate other examples of opposition that occurred
during those 80 year tt followed. Why does Ezra do that? Because those
later examples will completely justify the response that the Jews gave in verse
3 to the offer of help in verse 2.

¢KS LIKNI &S aLIS2LIXS 2F (GKS fFyRé Ay OSNES
phrase later became a synonym for the ignorant or the vulgar with regard to

knowledge of the law. Those who did not know or follow the law were called

the people of the land.

¢KS LIKNIFasS asSIF{SYSR (KS KIFIyRa¢ Ay OSNBS
against Jeremiah in 38:4 by his enemies. There is nothing wrong with
weakening the hands of those opposed to God (as Jeremiah was doing), but

KSNBE Al A& D2 RQ e beifg)edkeBed @and @eintist hievey’ Ra |

let the world do that to us.

The counselors in verse 5 were likely Persian officials bribed to obstruct the
building in every possible way.

This pressure against the Jews would continue for about 16 years (until 520
BC), and as we will see, it eventually stopped the work on the temple. But it
did not stop all building activities Haggai will later tell us that some of the
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Jews were much more focused on their own paneled homes than they were
on the house of God.

The mention of Darius in verse 5 and again in verse 24 marks the intervening
verses as an excursus or a parenthetical. We talked about this at length in our
introductory lessons.

Ezra does not return to the specific opposition of versé&sutil verse 24. The
remaining verses in Chapter 4 discuss later oppositions to the building of the
walls under the reign of Ahasuerus (Xerxes I, husband of Queen Esther) and
the reign of Artaxexes |, who allowed both Ezra and Nehemiah to return.

Ezra 4:6

6 And in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, wrote they

unto him anaccusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem.
Ahasuerus (or Xerxes I) was the Persian king who reigned from 486 until 465,
following the reign of Darius |. Ahasuerus was the husband of Queen Esther.

All verse 6 tells us is that the opposition and letter writing by their hostile
neighbors continued through the reign of this king. We are not told whether
they received any response to their letter.

When we get to our study of Esther, we will see that Ahasuerus had some
other things on his mind! When Darius died at the end of 486 BC, Egypt
rebelled, and Xerxes had to march west to suppress the revolt and finally
regained control by the end of 483. Xes is best known for his massive
invasion of Greece as recounted in Herodotus. His navy and army were
defeated by the Greeks at Salamis in 480 and at Plataea in 479.

Where does the name Xerxes come from? Ahasuerus is the Hebrew form of
the Persian name Khshayarsha, for which the Greek form is Xerxes. While the
Hebrews would carefully match letter for letter in coming up with the Hebrew
version of a Persian name, theeBks followed a different procedure. When
DNBES1a O2dz RYyQi LINRByYy2dzyOS | FT2NBA3Y
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name that was more Greek sounding. By that process, perhaps | should just
start referring to Ashurbanipal as Bill or Ted!

The tombs of these Persian kings are located in modesniran. They were
looted during the days of Alexander, but the tombs themselves remain to this
day.

We will have a lot more to say about Xerxes when we get to the book of Esther,
but this is all that Ezra has to say about him.

Ezra 4:78

7 And in the days of Artaxerxes wrote Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the
rest of their companions, unto Artaxerxes king of Persia; and the writing of
the letter was written in the Syrian tongue, and interpreted in the Syrian
tongue. 8 Rehum the chancelland Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter
against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king in this sort:

Artaxerxes was the Persian king who followed Xerxes I, and he reigned from
464 until 424. He became king by murdering his older brother.

It was during his reign that Ezra returned in 458 and Nehemiah returned in

nnp® ! ALAYS 6S FINBE G2fR GKFG GKS 2LII2AAGA
here we are given more detail, including a copy of an actual letter sent to the

king by the opponets of the Jews.

I YF22N) O2yOSNY RdzNAy3I GKS FANRG KIFEF 27
revolt that began in 460 and that was supported by the Greeks. That revolt in

Egypt would have caused the king to listen very seriously to these charges of

sedition in nearby Paleiste.

In Chapter 2 we saw the wall of honor. Here we see a wall of dishonor, as the
Bible records the names of the opponents: Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel,
Rehum, and Shimshai.

From verse 8 here in Ezra 4 until Ezra 6:18, the text is in Aramaic (called the
G{e@NRARIYy (2y3dzS¢ Ay OSNARAS 10 6wSOIff GKIG
in Daniel.)
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2 Keg (0KS agAlGOK Ay flFy3dzr3SK az2ad ftA1Ste
documents, the letters and the replies, were written in Aramaias Ezra

explicitly tell us. The Jews became bilingual during the exile, and so, most

likely, Ezra simply recorded his comants on the letters in Aramaic to avoid

switching back and forth between Hebrew and Aramaic.

Ezra 4:910

9 Then wrote Rehum the chancellor, and Shimshai the scribe, and the rest
of their companions; the Dinaites, the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, the
Apharsites, the Archevites, the Babylonians, the Susanchites, the Dehavites,
and the Elamites, 10 And thest of the nations whom the great and noble
Asnappar brought over, and set in the cities of Samaria, and the rest that
are on this side the river, and at such a time.

Verses 910 probably came from the official summary of the letter that would
have been located on the outside of the papyrus scroll.

¢CKS ay20fS !aylLILI NE Ay GSNAS mn Aa YAy3
669 until 633. He was famous for his large library in Ninevah. He is not named
elsewhere in the Bible, but he is likely the king who freed Manasseh in 2

Chronicles 33.
¢CKS YWz KlFla F YAadNryatlaAazy Ay OSNES o
5SKI@AGSEAY YR GKS 9fl YA(lSadé ¢KS g2NR i

YStya aOUKIFIO Aaxé a2 GKFG 0KS LIKNI aAaS akzdz
to the other people of Susé&Susa took part in a revolt against Ashurbanipal
and was completely destroyed in 640 BC.

Many of these people were descendants of deportees who had been removed
from their homelands nearly two centuries earlieand yet they remember
and stress their origins in this letter.

There is no historical support for the notion today that people in the Middle
East will eventually agree to just forget the past and live together in peace if
we can just send enough politicians over to talk to them. In fact, the major
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schisms in the Middle East today all trace back to events that occurred
centuries or even millennia ago.

The actual text of the letter appears in verseslBl

Page 135 of 456
www. ThyWordIsTruth.com
www.FulshearChurchOfChrist.org



http://www.thywordistruth.com/
http://www.fulshearchurchofchrist.org/

LESSON 12

When we ended last week, we were in the middle of a parenthetical section in

which Ezra is giving some other examples of how the Jews' trouble making
neighbors were causing problems for them. One way they did that was to send
false reports back to the kin as they did during the reign of Artaxerxes.

The actual text of their letter appears in verses16l

Ezra 4:1116

11 This is the copy of the letter that they sent unto him, even unto
Artaxerxes the king; Thy servants the men on this side the river, and at such
atime. 12 Be it known unto the king, that the Jews which came up from
thee to us are come unto Jerusalem,lding the rebellious and the bad

city, and have set up the walls thereof, and joined the foundations. 13 Be it
known now unto the king, that, if this city be builded, and the walls set up
again, then will they not pay toll, tribute, and custom, and sautshalt
endamage the revenue of the kings. 14 Now because we have maintenance
FNRBY GKS 1Ay3dQa LIEFOST YR Al ota y2ad YS
dishonour, therefore have we sent and certified the king; 15 That search
may be made in the book of the reas of thy fathers: so shalt thou find in

the book of the records, and know that this city is a rebellious city, and
hurtful unto kings and provinces, and that they have moved sedition within
the same of old time: for which cause was this city destroyedV&&ertify

the king that, if this city be builded again, and the walls thereof set up, by
this means thou shalt have no portion on this side the river.

At this point, we should probably pause and consider an important reminder

about inspiration. Yes, the Bible is the inspired word of God, but not every
statement in the Bible is true.

C2NJ SEI YLX S GKS &Gl dSyYSyid o6& {lidly (2 90
RAS¢U0D gla y2a | GNHzS adlraSYSyded o6LG RANI
Genesis 2:17.) While inspiration tells us that Satan made that statement in

Genesis 3:4, the statemeitself is false.

Likewise here, inspiration tells us that these verses accurately record the
contents of this letter, but as for the statements in the letter, we know that
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the letter contains false accusations, false statements, and false concern for
the king's welfare. The contents of this letter are not inspired statements from

God. All that inspiration tells us about this letter is that Ezra accurately

reported it (just & Moses accurately recorded the words of Satan in Genesis
3).

G¢KS gK2tS tSOGGSNIAa AYyFElLYYIFLG2NE YR | 3
used to determine Jewish activity other than the fact that some building
gl a dzyRSNBI & v¢
¢tKS LIKNIasS GFNRY (G(KSS (2 dzaé Ay OSNHES wm
discussion here were the ones who first came from the king himself, which
g2dzf R 0S 91T NI Qa 3INRdzZI 6K2 NBOGJdzZNYySR AY npy
royal mandate to rebuild the cityhts letter complaining about rebuilding
efforts could not refer to his return.)

In Nehemiah 1:3, Nehemiah received news that the wall was broken down and
the gates burned. That may have been the wall that was started here, and its
RSaUNHz2OUA2Y YI @& KI@S 0SSy GKS2NBadzZ G 27F |

Remember that we have moved forward in time here in Ezra 4. The
foundations in verse 12 are not the foundations of the temple. By the reign of
Artaxerxes, the new temple had been standing for half a century. Instead,
verse 12 is talking about the foundatis of the city.

CKS g2NR awSgaé¢ Ay OSNES mH Ad AYGSNBalAy
the entire Hebrew ethnicity, but that was not always the case. The word itself

comes from Judah, just one of the twelve tribes, and later came to apply to

the two Southern tribs, which also included Benjamin. (Simeon was also

located in the South, but that tribe was divided and scattered and eventually

absorbed into Judah. Jacob had said in Genesis 49:7 that Simeon would be
RAGARSR YR &aO0FIGGSNBERDE I SMNB ASYE AENE K SV ISY
of the race, and it may have been one of the first such uses of the word.

Three different words for taxes are used in verse 13. (Some things never
change!) They refer to a monetary tax, a payment in kind (oil, grain, etc.), and
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a duty tax. After his costly campaign against the Greeks, Artaxerxes could not
FFF2NR (02 20SNI 221 lyeé NBGSydzZSe ¢KS 2L A
that he might lose revenue or perhaps even lose the whole western province

(verse 16). Of courséhere is no mention of their true motives, which were

not to help the king collect taxes or keep his kingdom intact!

Estimates suggest that between 20 to 35 million dollars worth of taxes were
collected annually by the Persian king. The Fifth Satrapy, which included
Palestine, had to pay the smallest amount of the western satrapies. The
Persians took much of the gold asiver coins and melted them down to be
stored as bullion. Very little of the taxes returned to benefit the provinces.
(Again, not much has changed!)

¢KS LIKNI&aS as6S KIFIOS YIFIAYGSylFryOS FTNRBY (K¢
fAGSNIfEte avS KIFI@S SIHGSy GKS alrtda 2F GKS
it. Salt was often used to seal covenants, and so came to symbolize loyalty.
GOF Ay 3 GKS RAIRIYI F2MNE a®dIS&E yIAy AN GKS a A
aFft I NBE FNRY®E hdz2NJ 62NR daltlFNBEeg O02YSa TN
YSIFya aaltid Y2ySe o¢

The Persian kings considered themselves the successors of the Babylonian
kings, which is why the Babylonian kings are referred to as their fathers or
predecessors in verse 15.

The book of records in verse 15 will play a major role in the book of Esther.
What would it contain that is relevant to this letter? It described many revolts

by the Jews! Revolts by Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, Zedekiah, and possibly even by
Hezekiah. In shorthis book would not have helped the Jewish cagsend

we know that it did not help their cause. Verse 19 tells us that these records
were behind the response that came back from the king.

w
—h
ry. 9

Verses1lH H IA PSS dza (GKS {Ay3IQ&a16NB LI & (2 (K

Page 138 of 456
www. ThyWordIsTruth.com
www.FulshearChurchOfChrist.org



http://www.thywordistruth.com/
http://www.fulshearchurchofchrist.org/

Ezra 4:1722

17 Then sent the king an answer unto Rehum the chancellor, and to
Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest of their companions that dwell in
Samaria, and unto the rest beyond the river, Peace, and at such a time. 18
The letter which ye sent unto us hath beelaiply read before me. 19 And |
commanded, and search hath been made, and it is found that this city of
old time hath made insurrection against kings, and that rebellion and
sedition have been made therein. 20 There have been mighty kings also
over Jerus&m, which have ruled over all countries beyond the river; and
toll, tribute, and custom, was paid unto them. 21 Give ye now
commandment to cause these men to cease, and that this city be not
builded, until another commandment shall be given from me. 2ZTaded
now that ye fail not to do this: why should damage grow to the hurt of the
kings?

Letters took about a week to travel back and forth between Samaria and

Persia.

Apparently, the king believes that the threats against his reign are genuine,
and so he orders that the rebuilding efforts be stopped. As we suggested, one
reason the king may have taken this threat seriously was because of the
brewing trouble nearby in Bgt.

But this response by Artaxerxes raises the question of contradictory ocders
how could this be the same king who would later send Nehemiah to rebuild
the walls?

The answer is in verse zlthe king said that the city would not be rebuilt
Gdzy GAf | y20KSNJ O2YYlIYyRYSyd akkftf o6S 3IAGSy

9a0KSNIyYy YR 5FyASt cYy GStf dza GKFG al
YR aSFfSR gAGK GKS (Ay3Qa NAy3 Olyyz2i 0°
without this providential addition, Nehemiah would have had a very difficult

time gettingthe kin@& I LILINR @t F2NJ KA& LX Fya G2 NBo

The situation that moved Nehemiah to pray and act may have been the same
discouraging events described here.
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Ezra 4:23

Ho b2¢ 6KSYy GKS O2Lk 2F 1Ay3 ! NIlIESNESaQ

and Shimshai the scribe, and their companions, they went up in haste to

Jerusalem unto the Jews, and made them to cease by force and power.
LYy @SNARS HHI (KS {Ay3 KFIR 2NRSNBR (0KS WS
GKFG @S FILAE y20 G2 R2 GKA&¢ OG0 2F adz2LlL
king certainly did not need to worry about being followed!

Verse 23 tells us that the adversaries showed no slackness at all in obeying the
1Ay3aQa ORKSE yRSyd Ay KIFadsS G2 R2 az2dé o. dzi
with troublemakers! They are seldom slothful!)

Proverbs 6:18 tells us that one of the things that God hates is "feet that be
swift in running to mischief."

By force and power the adversaries of the Jews caused the rebuilding to end.

They likely also destroyed the work that had already been done, which may be

the destruction reported in Nehemiah 13 4 KS gt tf 2F WSNUHzAl f SY
down and its gates have Bey’ 0 dzZNJy SR A G K FANB d¢

Notice that the king had told them only to halt the rebuildigdne had not
given them permission to destroy what had already been rebuilt, but that
seems to have been what the did.

This was not the only time that God's people were met by force and power.
But both they and we need to remember that no force or power can defeat
God or Christ or the kingdom of Christ.

Romans 8:31"If God be for us, who can be against us?"

Ezra 4:24

24 Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem. So it
ceased unto the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia.
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CKS $2NR GiKSy¢ |0 GKS o0S3IAyyAy3da 2F GOSN
RSAONAOAY3I gKIG KIFLILWSYSR FFGUGSNI OSNBES HoX
because Darius in verse 24 reigned before Artaxerxes. Instead, as we discussed

earlier, verses 23 should lave parentheses or brackets around them. That

parenthetical statement was inserted by Ezra to show the real attitude of

those who offered their help in verse 2 and to show the depth of their

adversity against the Jews. Verse 24 is now simply picking op\eose 5,

which also mentions Darius.

And so the work that had started under King Cyrus has now ceased because of

GKS 2L aAdA2yY 2F GKS WSgaQ ySAIKOZNASP® ¢K
GKS NBYFAYRSNI 2F /@eNHzAQ NBAIY FyR (KNRdzE
Smerdis. It would not begin agay dzy G Af GKS &SO2yR &SIFNJ 27
reign, which would be in 52€the same year that Haggai and Zechariah began

G2 LINBFOK Fo0o2dzi GKS LIS2L) SQa yS3tsSod 27
work would be completed five years later in 515.

This date in verse 24 of "the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia"
is significant. During his first two years, Darius fought numerous battles against
nine rebels, as recounted in his famous Behistun Inscription. Only after the
stabilization @ the Persian Empire could efforts to rebuild the temple be
permitted.

Darius consolidated the administration of the vast Persian Empire, setting up

satraps, introducing coinage, and establishing the famous royal road from Susa

to Sardis and a system of mounted couriers, whose description by Herodotus

forms the motto of the US. postal systemd ¢ KSaS NS aidl &SR ySAUGOK
nor rain nor heat nor darkness from accomplishing their appointed course with

Fff aLISSRdE

Chapter 4 ends on a discouragingnqté ¢ KSy OSI aSR (KS ¢2NJ] 27
2F D2R 6KAOK Aa |G WSNUzalIfSYde 28 gAatf as
Fa gAOK |ff adzOK OKIy3Sa 2F KSFENI>X Ad oAt
word.
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Ezra 5:312

Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son of Iddo,
prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of
the God of Israel, even unto them. 2 Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, began to build the house of
God which is at Jerusalem: and with them were the prophets of God
helping them.
There is a jump in time between the beginning of Ezra 4 and the beginning of
Ezra 5. When Chapter 5 opens, work on the temple has now been stopped for

about 16 years after it was started at the beginning of Chapter 4.

How do we know that? Because the last verse of Chapter 4 tells us that we

are now in the second year of King Darius, which is 520 BC. Also, we can look

at the book of Haggai, who is mentioned in verse 1. Haggai 1:1 begins with the

same date as Ezra4:244 Ly (G KS aSO2yR @SIFN) 2F 51 NR dza
Y2YUKSE Ay GKS FANRG RFeé 2F (GKS Y2y UKodé

At the beginning of Chapter 4, we were in the reign of Cyrus. At the beginning

of Chapter 5, we are now in the reign of Darius. The two Persian kings in

between, Cambyses Il and Smerdis, have come and gone. Cambyses died on

his way back from Egypt rushitmremove the supposed imposter, Smerdis.

That imposter was soon killed by Darius the Great, who then took the throne.

The Behistun Inscription shows Darius with his foot on Smerdis. At the
0SAAYYAYy3I 2F 91T NI pzI 6S INB Ay (GKS aS0O2yF

It seems that the Jews had used the opposition of their neighbors as an excuse

G2 R2 y20KAYy3a FT2NI D2RQ& K2dzaSz FyR AyaudasSt
their own houses. It seems that they had given in to the fear we saw in Ezra

3:3 and to the discaragement we saw in Ezra 454

We find from Haggai and Zechariah that the people had set aside spiritual
concerns in favor of physical concerns. What was the cure for that fear? What
was the cure for that discouragement? Simpline bold proclamation of the
word of God.
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| F33FA YR %SOKINAFK RSOt NSR D2RQ&a 62NR
God's word woke them from their stupor and cured their fear and their
discouragement. If we experience fear and discouragement today, the

solution is the same the bold proclamak 2y 2F D2RQ& 62NR®

Zerubbabel and Jeshua in verse 2 are the same two leaders we have seen
before. They are mentioned many times in Haggai and Zechariah, and, as we
have discussed, Zechariah uses them as a figure of the perfect high priest and
king who was to come.

[ SGQa LI dzasS F2NI I Y2YSyid FYyR O2yaARSNI (K¢
in verse 1I¢ Haggai and Zechariah. Their preaching was so effective that work

on the temple resumed almost immediately. And their books provide the

backdrop and the context for Ezra 5

What was the message of Haggai?

From the opening verses of their two books, we know that Haggai began his
ministry two months before Zechariah began his. Haggai preached four
sermons that we know about within the space of about three months in 520

B.C., and then disappeared from public view. His short ministry was certainly
a productive one!

2SS R2y QU 1y2¢6 G22 YdzOK | o62dzi | 33FAX 0dz
Haggai had himself seen the original temple, in which case Haggai was likely in

KAa TtTnQa FyR Ll2daArofe 2f RSN ¢KIFG g2dzx R |
the difficult trip back to drusalem when he might have stayed comfortably

behind in Babylon.

But as we read Haggai, we see that Haggai would have been the last person to
place his own comfort ahead of his obedience to God. His message to the
people was that they were placing their own comfort and prosperity ahead of
D2RQ& GSYLX So
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Was God upset because of their prosperity? We know that he was not. Why?

Because in Jeremiah 2975God had commanded them to prosper while they

GSNBE Ay .loefz2yo D2R ¢6Fyda KAA LIS2LX S {:
prosperity should naturally leadbta heart of gratitude that overflows with

obedience and faithfulness. For some, however, the opposite happémesr

prosperity leads to a heart of pride in which they exalt their own
accomplishments and forget God. Prosperity is dangerous!

These people had returned to Jerusalem with excitement and fervor, but then
they had had built their homes and businesses and had settled down into a
regular routine that did not include God. They had abandoned their original
commitment, and Haggai proctaed a message from God calling them back.

Haggai wanted the people of Israel to have a changed heart, which he knew
would result in changed behavior. Too often we reverse that progcessseek
changed behavior in the hope that it will result in a changed heart. That works
sometimes, but the otheway always works. If we change our heart into a
heart of obedience and faithfulness to God, then a change in behavior will
always come as a result.

The theme of Haggai is captured very well by one if its most famous werses
G/ 2y AARSN) @2dzNJ g @ AHE

Haggai 1:% ¢ Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your
ways. Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not
enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is
none warm; and he that earneth wages earngthges to put it into a bag

with holes. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. Go up to the
mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and | will take pleasure in
it, and | will be glorified, saith the LORD. Ye looked for muah,lanit

came to little; and when ye brought it home, | did blow upon it. Why? saith
the LORD of hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every
man unto his own house.

Haggai also contains an important lesson when it comes to purity, which is
likewise a theme in Ezra. lvory Soap may advertise that it is 99 and 44/100

percent pure, but there is a word forthgtd A Y LJdzZNB ®¢ LT &2dz a il NI
sewage and add a teaspo of pure water, you still have a vat of sewage. If
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you start with a vat of pure water and add a teaspoon of sewage, what do you
have? A vat of sewage.

Haggai proclaims that same message.

Haggai 2:1114 ¢ If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with
his skirt do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it be
holy? And the priests answered and said, No. Then said Haggai, If one that
is unclean by a dead body touch arftleese, shall it be unclean? And the
priests answered and said, It shall be unclean.

Haggai ends with a beautiful Messianic prophecy of the perfect king who was
to come from the line of King David, through Zerubbabel.

Haggai 2:2123 ¢ Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, | will
shake the heavens and the earth; 22 And | will overthrow the throne of
kingdoms, and | will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen;
and | will overthrow the chariots, and those thateidh them; and the

horses and their riders shall come down, every one by the sword of his
brother. 23 In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, will | take thee, O
Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the LORD, and will make
thee @ a signet: for | have chosen thee, saith the LORD of hosts.

Haggai is proclaiming these messages at the exact time of Ezra 5.
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LESSON 13

Last week, we started Ezra 5, and when class ended we were looking at the
first two verses of Ezra 5.

Haggai and Zechariah are both mentioned in Ezra 5:1, and we were looking
briefly at their messages for the people. What they told the people forms the
backdrop for the events we see here in Ezra 5 and 6. Although the temple had
been started in Ezra 3, thavorks had stopped due to the opposition of the
Jews' neighbors. Ezra 4 gave us examples of the trouble they caused from this
time all the way up to the time of Ezra and Nehemiabh.

So the work on the temple had been stopped for about 15 years, but then God
sent Haggai and Zechariah to rouse the people from their slumber and to cause
them to get busy doing what God wanted them to doebuild the temple.

And that is what they did. Wat did Haggai and Zechariah say to create such
a dramatic turn around?

Last week, we looked at the message of Haggainsider your ways! Haggai
told the people that their priorities had changed. They were no longer focused
on God as they had been in Ezra 3, but now they were focused on themselves.
Instead of building Gdsl house, they were building their own homes. And we
also saw how Haggai briefly lifted the prophetic curtain to show them the
perfect king who was coming through the line of David and Zerubbabel.

What was the message of Zechariah?

First, we should note something very interesting about Haggai and Zechariah,
something that tells us a bit about God reaches people. In some ways, Haggai
and Zechariah weralmost complete opposites!

Haggai was most likely quite old, having seen the original temples with his own
eyes. In contrast, the evidence suggests that Zechariah was quite young
likely in his twenties when the temple was completed in 515 BC.
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Also, the message of Haggai for the most part is very straightforward. Itis very
hard to misunderstand his messag€onsider your ways! Get busy! Be pure!
Do what is right!

But the message of Zechariah is very different! It is long and obscure.
Zechariah is a difficult book. It has many signs and symbols and visions that are
hard to understand, and, in fact, it has been called the Apocalypse of the Old
Testament. The bookf &evelation quotes Zechariah about 30 times making
Zechariah second only to Ezekiel in that regard.

Zechariah is anything but straightforward, and it was especially so to those
who initially received it. Why do | say that? Because when we study the book
of Zechariah, we have the New Testament to help us understanthéy did

not.

And even with the New Testament as a guide, many have given up trying to
understand the book. One commentary | have is callé@ Evasive Text:
Zechariah 18 and the Frustrated Readels. the preface, the author of that
commentary (if we can call it that!) confesses that he doesn't understand
Zechariah! He writes:

"It is finally concluded that Zechariah lacks a concrete symbolic logic, defies

grammatical conventions, and is unreadable as it starshgl always was

this way."
That statement is, of course, completely wrong, as we saw when we studied
those chapters, but it does show the problems some have had with this book.
And the book doesn't get any easier after Chapter 8. Martin Luther began his
commentary of Zechariah Qpiar 14 by writing:

"In this chapter | surrender, for | am not certain of what the prophet
treats.”

One of the most important lessons we got from our own study of Zechariah is
that the Bible can be understood. We went through that book verse by verse,
using the rest of the Bible as our guide along with our own common sense and
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secular history, and we made sense of that book, which many say is the most
difficult book in the Bible to understand.

And one thing we saw is that a major goal of Zechariah was to open the eyes
of the people to the great King who was coming from among tlgeargreat

king who was coming to bless the entire world and establish his unshakable,
immovable, eternal kingdom.

Zechariah is second only to Isaiah in its number of Messianic prophecies. It is
wonderful to think about the returned exiles listening to Zechariah in 520 BC.
They were focused on their current situation and the need to restore their
temple ¢ and Zecharialvas preaching Christ to them! It makes me think of
Matthew 12:6¢G . dzii L &l & dzy(2 e2dz ¢KI O Ay
0SYLX So¢

Here are some of the key prophecies in this short book, and, as | read them,
think about the people who first heard themmwho they were, where they
were, and what they were doing. God lifted the curtain for them to provide a
glimpse of the perfect priesting who was to comeincluding both his eternal
glory and his perfect sacrificial death.

Zechariah 3:& For, behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH.

Zechariah 6:1203 ¢ And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD

of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall
grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD: Even he
shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall tieaglory, and shall sit

and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the
counsel of peace shall be between them both.

Zechariah 9:9; Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of
Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having
salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.

Zechariah 11:123 ¢ And | said unto them, If ye think good, give me my
price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of
silver. And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price
that | was prised at of them. And | took the thirtiepes of silver, and cast
them to the potter in the house of the LORD.
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Zechariah 12:1@ And | will pour upon the house of David, and upon the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they
shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him,
as one mourneth for his only son, and shall bbitterness for him, as one
that is in bitterness for his firstborn.

Zechariah 13:Z Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the
man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the
sheep shall be scattered: and | will turn mine hand upon the little ones.

Zechariah 14:& And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out
from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them
toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be.

%SOKEFNAI K LINPOfFAYSR /KNAR&aUG (2 D2RQa LIS2L
this world ¢ and some of the descendants of those people were ready and
waiting when that great day came.

Luke 2:25 And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was
Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation
of Israel.

Why? Why was the temple there? Why were faithful people there? Why were
they waiting? How did they know? Ezra and Zechariah answer all of those
guestions.

Zechariah was preaching about Jesus at the same time as the events we see in
Ezra 5, and his message, along with that of Haggai, caused the people to get
back to work and do what God wanted them to do. What they were doing was
vital to God's plan to latethe bless the entire world as he had promised to
Abraham.

Now let's get back to Ezra 5.

Ezra 5:35

3 At the same time came to them Tatnai, governor on this side the river,
and Shetharboznai, and their companions, and said thus unto them, Who
hath commanded you to build this house, and to make up this wall? 4 Then
said we unto them after this manner, Whare the names of the men that
make this building? 5 But the eye of their God was upon the elders of the
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Jews, that they could not cause them to cease, till the matter came to
Darius: and then they returned answer by letter concerning this matter.

(@p])
P
903

¢CKS FTANRG (62 @SIFENE 2F 51 NARdzaQ NBAIAYy ¢
And so, it is natural that the authorities in the area would arrive to question
the Jews about their building project and report their findings back to the king.
Although theirquestions were logical (what are your names, and who gave
you permission to do this?), their awareness of the project probably came
FNRY | NBLE2NI o6& GKS WSgaQ (iNRdzwotS YIF {1 AyS:=

This was the type of construction normally carried out by royal edict and with
resources of a monarch. The construction of a temple or any large structure
without royal permission could signal an action against the interests of the
throne, so this was comdered a very serious matter.

¢tKS aSeéS 2F (KSANI D2Ré¢ Ay @OSNARAS p NBEFSNE
his people. We find the same expression elsewhere.

Deuteronomy 11:12; A land which the LORD thy God careth foe eyes
of the LORDRhy God are always upon it, from the beginning of the year
even unto the end of the year.

Psalm 33:1& Behold,the eye of the LOR upon them that fear him,
upon them that hope in his mercy;

The message of this reference to the eyes of God is ¢l&wd knows what
was happening, and God cares about what was happening. Nothing escapes
his notice. And God knows who is on his side, and who is not.

2 Timothy 2:19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having
this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his.

t SNEAlIY (1Ay3da KIFIR &aLASa gK2 gSNB OFffSR
so what we see here is that the eyes of God were watching the eyes and ears

of Darius and what they were saying and doing to his people. Would the work
stop again? Verse 5 giw@s some important foreshadowing!

The whole transaction of sending the report to Darius, searching the records,
and sending back a reply could have taken four or five months. (The letter
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exchange would have taken just a few weeks, but the search would have taken
longer.) The governor could have easily stopped the work while he waited for
that reply, but he did not. Why? Verse 5 tells us why qtite providence of
God.

The providence of God and how it works are often not easy to explain, but it
is easy to recognize when we see it. We see it here in Ezra 5:5, and we see it
today as God continues to providentially care for his people.

But providence is often a twway street. God the does the main part, but he
often relies on his people to also do their part by responding in faith and
obedience.

And how did the people respond here? They continued to work even though
they must have known that it all might be torn down again. Earlier they had
become discouraged and stopped. What was different now? Haggai and
Zechariah!

The people now had faith that God would continue to open doors for them,
and unlike the previous 16 year period of idleness, they now had Haggai and
Zechariah to stir them up and move them forward. God opened a door for
them, and they rushed through @yet another lesson for us!

Tatnai in verse 3 is one of the few Persian officials mentioned in the Bible for
whom there is external evidence. A tablet has been found naming Tatnai and
dated in the year 502. Tatnai himself is now known by eRitdical evidence

to have been at thisiine governor of Beyond the River only, and thus
subordinate to Ushtannu, who was governor of Beyond the River and Babylon
together.

What we see next is the actual latter that Tatnai sent back to King Darius. In
chapter 4, we saw an actual letter send to King Artaxerxes, but keep in mind
that that letter in Ezra 4 was written long after this letter in Ezra 5. The letter
in Ezra 4 corerned the rebuilding of the city and the walls, while this letter
concerns the rebuilding of the temple.
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Ezra 5:610

6 The copy of the letter that Tatnai, governor on this side the river, and
Shetharboznai, and his companions the Apharsachitééch were on this
side the river, sent unto Darius the king: 7 They sent a letter unto him,
wherein was written thus; Unto Darius the king, all peace. 8 Be it known
unto the king, that we went into the province of Judea, to the house of the
great God, wich is builded with great stones, and timber is laid in the
walls, and this work goeth fast on, and prospereth in their hands. 9 Then
asked we those elders, and said unto them thus, Who commanded you to
build this house, and to make up these walls? 10aakeed their names

also, to certify thee, that we might write the names of the men that were
the chief of them.

Verses 610 contain the first part of the letter that the governor sent to Darius.

What we find here is a report that is both well organized and offigial
remarkable historical document even apart from its religious significance.

The letter from these Persian officials will present (1) an account of their

inspection of the Jews' work, (2) a record of the questions they asked the Jews,

o0 | fSy3aidKe | O02dzyi 216), andkd amifuesa Q | yagSH
that Darius checkk S 2 FFAOA L f NBO2NR& O2yOSNyAy3 /@&

¢2 a2YS Ad aSSya 2RR (KIFdG GKS t SNBALY 2F°F
D2R¢ AY OSNHS yo .dzi ¢S KIFI @S £t NBlFIRe &asSs
religious language of their subject peoples. Also, the same phrase has been

found on Persian tablst

¢KS Ga3INBIFG adz2ySa¢ Ay OSNERS y YA3IKG o068
GLR2fAAaKSR adz2ySaszée ftUuK2dzZaAK GKS@& Ylé |faz
a2YSGKAY3 Fo2dzi GKS aSNA2dzaySaa 2F GKAA
suspicions, and it may have betre size of the foundation stones.

As we have said, the questions (repeated in versd®)9were legitimate
guestions, and apparently the Jews were courteous in their responses. In fact,
their response, which we will see next, may have played a role in the
32 BSNY 2NDa L2 A4 thendVes, it wiad thdipiaidencel & @dd,NJ
but yes¢ God helps those who help themselves.
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The Apharsachites in verse 6 of the KJV is a transliteration of a Persian word
YSEFEYAY3I G2FFAOAITf aé¢ 2NJ af SAaSN) 32FSNY 2 NE:
2NJ Ay @SaiAal (i adudnethniclgroup Asino effdidgroud by | St &

that name is known.

Verse 8 mentions that the temple was being built with stones and timbers. The
first temple was also constructed this waywith three courses of stone and
one of timber (1 Kings 6:36 and 7:12). Archaeologists have discovered other
buildings constructed ithis way, and they speculate that it may have been
useful to counter earthquakes.

And these officials were writing down names! That was likely a bit worrying,
as it always is when government officials start writing down names! But God
also knew everyone's name!

The letter continues in verse 5.

Ezra 5:1117

11 And thus they returned us answer, saying, We are the servants of the
God of heaven and earth, and build the house that was builded these many
years ago, which a great king of Israel builded and set up. 12 But after that
our fathers had provoked the Gad heaven unto wrath, he gave them into
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who
destroyed this house, and carried the people away into Babylon. 13 But in
the first year of Cyrus the king of Babylon the same king Cyrus made a
decree to build this house of God. 14 And the vessels also of gold and silver
of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the temple that
was in Jerusalem, and brought them into the temple of Babylon, those did
Cyrus the king take out of the temple B&bylon, and they were delivered

unto one, whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom he had made governor; 15
And said unto him, Take these vessels, go, carry them into the temple that
is in Jerusalem, and let the house of God be builded in his place. 16 Then
camethe same Sheshbazzar, and laid the foundation of the house of God
which is in Jerusalem: and since that time even until now hath it been in
building, and yet it is not finished. 17 Now therefore, if it seem good to the
king, let there be searchmadein§h { Ay 3Qa GNBIF adz2NE K2dzASI 6 K
at Babylon, whether it be so, that a decree was made of Cyrus the king to
build this house of God at Jerusalem, and let the king send his pleasure to
us concerning this matter.
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the Persian governor, and the first thing we note is that Jews knew their own

history, and they understood their own role in that history. Starting with the

construction of the terple by Solomon, they described how it was destroyed

by Nebuchadnezzar and how it was later ordered by Cyrus to be rebuilt.

Usually Cyrus is called the king of Persia (as in the decree itself in Edja 1:2
but in verse 13 Cyrus is called the king of Babylon. Archaeologists have found
ancient inscriptions that also refer to Cyrus as the king of Babylon, and that
title makes moe sense in this context. The Jewish history with Cyrus begins
with his victory over Babylon. It was during his first year as King of Babylon
(not his first year as King of Persia) when this decree was made.

/| @NHza Q RSONBS gl a GKS WSgaQ o6Sad | NHdzySy
they were doing, and that legal backing gave them certain rights under the

Persian system. And they had a special legal back@ygus was still honored

as the great founder of thersian Empire. In fact, history tells us that Darius

made efforts to follow the policies of Cyrus to add legitimacy to his own reign.

In verse 14, Sheshbazzar is called the governor, and we have discussed him in
our earlier lessons, and particularly the uncertainty regarding his relation to
Zerubbabel, another governor. Part of that uncertainty comes from verse 16,
which says thaSheshbazzalaid the foundations of the house of God. Ezra
3:10 suggests that the foundations were laid underubbabel What is the
answer?

First, and this is a subtle point, Ezra 5:16 is a record of what the Persians told
the king they had been told by the Jews. Were the Jews speaking by inspiration
when they answered the Persians? There is no indication they were. Were the
Persians inspiredhen they wrote the letter to the king? There is no reason

to believe they were. The Jews could have been mistaken in their answer, or
the Persians could have mistakenly recorded their answer. All we know from
inspiration is that we have a true record diet letter that they sent the king.
Inspiration tells us that the Persian governor wrote it, and inspiration tells us
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that we have an accurate record of what the Persian governor wrote, but
inspiration does not tell us that what the Persian governor wrote was true.

Verse 16 reads:

G¢KSy O YS (i KS,andladShe fosnBatick of thé holiseldf
God which is in Jerusalem: and since that time even until now hath it been
Ay odAf RAYyIDE

Was that statement true? No, it was not.

Verse 16 says "and since that time even until now hath it been in building."
But verse 24 of the previous chapter tells us that the worked had stopped, and
we know from this chapter that the work did not resume until about 16 years
later. Why then wouldhe Jews have said this knowing it was not true? Most
likely they just wanted to connect their current efforts with the efforts

al yOuUA2ySR o0& /@&@NXzasz FyRZI L a ¢S albeé& Ay ¢

to it for quite some time now!

So, back to our original question, how could Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel both
lay the foundation? Some surmise that one started, while the other finished.
Others suggest that one laid a foundation, but it had to bdaréd when the
worked was begun againtéa.

Others note that Sheshbazz#s credited in this Persian context (where
ONBRAGAY 3 | t SNEAAILY g2dAZ R KI @S 06SSy
Zerubbabel is credited in the earlier Jewish context. This suggests the
possibility that Sheshbazzar was a Persian leader, perhaps a Bahyloni
governor that Cyrus left in charge. (Ezra 1:8 does refer to Sheshbazzar as the
GLINAYOS 2F WdzRIKZ¢ GKAOK Ylye GlF1S G2
FNRY (GKS NRelf fAyST odzi 204KSNBR | NHdJZS
have beenusedds d&y2yeyY F2NJ a3I32FSNY 2NIPEO

Verse 17 requests that a search be made for this decree. Apparently the Jews
did not possess a copy or they would have just shown it to the governor.
(Another lesson for us, perhaps? Always keep good written records!)
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officials. That courteousness likely played a role in the tone of the letter that
went to Darius.

The Bible is clear on how we should treat those in autharig;d we should

treat them with respect. (Romans 1321 1 Peter 2:134, 17, Titus 3:1, 1

Timothy 2:14) True, we should obey God rather than man (Acts 5:29), but we

are obeying God when we treaur elected officials with respect because that

is how God has told us to treat them. Any attack on authority is an attack on

D2RQ& | dziK2NA(G&® YR GKIFG LWL ASaE G2 Iff

1 Peter 2:1% Honor the emperor.

That command was written when Nero was the emperor!

Ezra 6:1

Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in the house of
the rolls, where the treasures were laid up in Babylon.
King Darius takes notice of the letter and does what the letter suggested that
he do. Darius orders a search for the decree.

No doubt the rebellions early in his reign made him particularly sensitive to
issues such as this. Archaeologists have found rooms that were used to store
documents and that were linked to royal treasuries.

Ezra 6:2

2 And there was found at Achmetha, in the palace that is in the province of
the Medes, a roll, and therein was a record thus written:
Verse 2 includes two details that are very interesting historically. First, the
decree was found on a scroll, and second, the decree was located not in
Babylon but in Achmetha.

The city called Achmetha in verse 2 by the KJV was called Ecbatana or
Agbatana by the Greeks. The ESV uses Ecbatana.
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Because thousands of clay tablets from this time have been found, we

generally assume that all writing was done on such tablets. But sources other

GKFYy GKS . Ao6fS aLlsr] 2F GGKS aNRelf LI NOK
records.
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high elevation and comfortable climate. Cyrus lived in Babylon during the

winter, in Susa during the spring, and in Ecbatana during the summer. We

know from extraBiblical souces that Cyrus spent the summer of 538 BC there,

which is when this decree was written.

Ecbatana was located in the Zagros mountains of northwest Iran between
Tehran and Baghdad, and tradition alleges that the tombs of Esther and
Mordecai lie in the middle of the city.

That the decree was found in Ecbatana is a clue about how long this process
likely took. Why? Because it is very doubtful that Ecbatana was the first place
they looked!
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LESSON 14

Last week we started Chapter 6, which is the last chapter in the first half of
Ezra. For those who have been waiting patiently for Ezra to show up in his own
book, | have good news and bad news. The good news is that he shows up in
the first verse of Chater 7. But the bad news is that Esther shows up §rst

and our plan is to study Esther before we get back to Ezra 7.

In Chapter 5, the local Persian bureaucrats showed up and starting taking
names and asking questions. The Jews explained what they were doing, why
they were doing, and the reason they believed they had permission from Cyrus
to do it. And the Persian offalis put it all down in a letter back to King Darius.

Chapter 5 ended with a request that the king search for the decree of Cyrus
that the Jews said had given them permission to rebuild their temple.

In Ezra 6:2 from last week, that search is made, and the decree is found in
Cyrus' summer palace in Ecbatana. VersggRe us the text of the decree.

Ezra 6:356

3 In the first year of Cyrus the king the same Cyrus the king made a decree

concerning the house of God at Jerusalem, Let the house be builded, the

place where they offered sacrifices, and let the foundations thereof be

strongly laid; the height thereof tieescore cubits, and the breadth thereof

threescore cubits; 4 With three rows of great stones, and a row of new

GAYOSNY FyR £S8Si (GKS SELXSyaSa 0SS 3IAGBSy 2dz
the golden and silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuehaan

took forth out of the temple which is at Jerusalem, and brought unto

Babylon, be restored, and brought again unto the temple which is at

Jerusalem, every one to his place, and place them in the house of God.

This decree was a vital part of the God's plan. How do we know that?

One reason is that this decree had been planned for a long time! Isaiah 44:28
and 45:1 both refer to Cyrus by name long before Cyrus was born. That tells
us that Cyrus was important to God's plan.
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But another reason we know this decree is important is that it appears three
times in the Bible. We just read it here in verses, dut we also read it back

in Ezra 1. And if you turn back on page from Ezra 1 you will find the decree
again in the closingerses of 2nd Chronicles.

And finally, we know the decree is important because we have read the
decree! And we know of the prophecies and the promises of God that needed
the faithful people of God to be worshiping in their rebuilt temple when the
Messiah came into the world 500 ysdater.

Verses®d LINPBJARS || NBO2NR 2F /@NWzaQ RSONBS:
that it is different from the decree we saw in Chapter 1. How do we explain
that?

This version of the decree appears to have been a memorandum to the royal
treasurer regarding the expenses for the rebuilding of the temple. The version
of the decree in Ezra 1 was a public announcement. These two records of the
decree are not two variantsf the same record of the decree but are instead
two independent records of the decree. The version in Ezra 1 was for heralds
to announce and posters to confirm, while the version here in Ezra 6 was the
official detailed reference.

+SNBS o aleéea aArida KSAIKG akKltt oS aacide C
intent of the "breadth" in verse 3 is to say that the temple would be 60 cubits

square, then some point out that such a temple could not have been built in

the place of tle original temple because the original temple was sixty cubits

by 20 cubits (1 Kings 6:2). What is the explanation for that?

First (and once again), inspiration tells us that this is what Cyrus wrote to his
treasurer; it does not vouch for the veracity of what Cyrus wrote. Second (and
also once again), Hebrew and Aramaic numbers were difficult to copy, and
thus we may have simphad a scribal error here.
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vessels agrees so well with what the Jews told the Persian official in Ezra 5:14

15. As one commentator noted, it certainly lends credence to the integrity of

their report. Jeremah had prophesied that these items would be carried off to

Babylon and later returned. (Jeremiah 27-24) We discussed earlier how

important that return was to the Jews.

One point on which this version of the decree is much more explicit than the

public version is on the important issue of who was to pay for the restoration.

+SNBS n aleéea G2 aftSi GKS SELSyasSas 65 3IABS
version in Ezra 1ais not include that explicit statement, but it is likely implied

by 12ca KS KFGK OKFNHSR YS (2 0dZAfR KAY I|yYy
event, there is no doubt here about who was to pay for the rebuilding.

Ezra 6:6/

6 Now therefore, Tatnai, governor beyond the river, Shetharboznai, and
your companions the Apharsachitashich are beyond the river, be ye far
from thence: 7 Let the work of this house of God alone; let the governor of
the Jews and the elders of the Jews build this house of God in his place.
After recording the decree by Cyrus, verse 6 picks up again with the message
from Darius to the Persian officials, and that message in verse 6 is for them to
"be ye far from thence!" Keep away! That phrase is actually a technical legal
term that means thatheir accusations had been rejected. The Jews had won
GKSANJ OFaSH a[SG (GKS g2N)] 2F (GKAa K2dza$s
command must have sounded to the Jews!

We would suppose that the governor in verse 7 is Zerubbabel, although he is
not mentioned by name. In fact, after 5:2, Zerubbabel is never mentioned
again in the book of Ezra, which may be good news to those tired of hearing
about the Sheshbazzar/Zerubbdlm®nundrum!

Ezra 6:810

8 Moreover | make a decree what ye shall do to the elders of these Jews for
0KS 0dzZAf RAY3a 2F (KAAa K2dzaS 2F D2RY GKI G 2
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tribute beyond the river, forthwith expenses be given unto these men, that
they be not hindered. 9 And that which they have need of, both young
bullocks, and rams, and lambs, for the burnt offerings of the God of heaven,
wheat, salt, wine, and oil, accordj to the appointment of the priests

which are at Jerusalem, let it be given them day by day without fail: 10 That
they may offer sacrifices of sweet savours unto the God of heaven, and
pray for the life of the king, and of his sons.

The Jews were likely very anxious about what Darius would say, but their fears

turned out to be unfounded. They had likely imagined the worst, but God gave

GKSY (KS o06Saded LG NBYAYRA YS 2F 2yS 2F Y
lived through many terble things in my life, some of which actually

KIFLILISY SRDE

In fact, what could have been bad news, turned out to be tremendously good

yS6ad ¢K2adS tSNERAILY 2FFAOAFIf A& OLINPRRSR
neighbors) had indirectly done the Jews a huge faytirey once again had

funding for their project from the ikg! As the poet William Cowper wrote,

G¢KS Of 2dzRa &S &2 Y dzaKndhdias BertdingBie 6 A 3 oA (K
case here.

{2YS I NB &AdzZNLINKAASR o0& 5 NARdzaQ O2y OSNYy F2N
verses 910. As before, the most likely explanation is that Darius had some help

from a Jewish scribe in writing this letter. Many, and in fact most, of the Jews

were still livhg in Babylon. Had Daniel died by this time? Perhaps likely, but

not necessarily. It is possible that Daniel was working behind the scenes as an

adviser to King Darius. (But this king wasthe same Darius who threw Daniel

Ayidz2z GKS tA2yQa RSy ®U

Verse 10 shows us that Darius took these religious matters seriously. He

wanted the Jews to pray for his life and the lives of his sons. We see a similar

request in the famous Cyrus Cylinderdal @ | ff (KS 3I2Ra 6K2Y
resettled in their sacred citiemsk daily Bel and Nebo for a long life for me and

YIe GKS&@ NBO2YYSYR YS (2 KAY®DE

Page 161 of 456
www. ThyWordIsTruth.com
www.FulshearChurchOfChrist.org



http://www.thywordistruth.com/
http://www.fulshearchurchofchrist.org/

Ezra 6:1112

11 Also | have made a decree, that whosoever shall alter this word, let
timber be pulled down from his house, and being set up, let him be hanged
thereon; and let his house be made a dunghill for this. 12 And the God that
hath caused his hame to dwell treedestroy all kings and people, that shall
put to their hand to alter and to destroy this house of God which is at
Jerusalem. | Darius have made a decree; let it be done with speed.

LYy @SNBES wmm ¢S FTAYR GKS LISylrtae F2N lye?

YR AdG Aa 1ljdzAidS aSOSNBY dal oSIY akKltt oS
KFy3a3SR 2NJAYLI SR 2y AGT YR KAA& K2dzaS &K

Once again, a Jewish scribe may have had a hand in crafting this penalty! But

we know that it was common for ancient covenants to include curses against

those who broke them, and many ancient decrees include punishments for

those who disobeyed. Here thegtice is a bit poeti¢ anyone who harms

D2RQa K2dzaS oAttt KIOS KAA 26y K2dzaS RSadN

¢tKS 62NR aKIFIyaSRE Ay OSNARAS mm Aad o6S0GGSNI G
sharpened pole was an excruciatingly painful and deadly form of punishment.

It was practiced earlier by the Assyrians as portrayed in the reliefs depicting

their conquest of Lachhsin the time of King Hezekiah. These were recovered

FNRY {SyylFrOKSNAOoQa LI EIOS Ay DbAYySOSK o8
1800s. This method of punishment was apparently taken over by the Persians.

It was certainly no idle threat. History tells us thaards once had 3,000

Babylonians impaled to crush a rebellion.

+SNES MH O2yilAya 'y RRAGAZ2YIE OdzNBES® ¢
KA&d yIFrYS G2 RgStf GKSNBE RSaiuNre |ttt (Ay3
12:5 and is the strongest indication that a Jewish scribe helped Darius prepare

this letter. And Darius waalmost speaking as a prophet here because we

know from Daniel 2 that God would indeed overthrow kings and peoples as

part of his plan to usher in his eternal kingdom.

So far we have read the letter to Darius and the letter back, which included a
decree by King Darius. Next we will see the reaction to that letter.
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Ezra 6:1315

13 Then Tatnai, governor on this side the river, Shetharboznai, and their
companions, according to that which Darius the king had sent, so they did
speedily. 14 And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered
through the prophesying of Haggai theophet and Zechariah the son of
Iddo. And they builded, and finished it, according to the commandment of
the God of Israel, and according to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius,
and Artaxerxes king of Persia. 15 And this house was finished on the third
dayof the month Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of Darius
the king.
In these verses we are reaching the grand conclusion of the first half of Ezra
GKS NBodaAfRAY3 2F (GKS GSYLX S® D2RQA LINB DA
no more so than here at the end where Darius the Great is seen moving to

KSf L) D2RQ& LIAX2(LE S5 HNA RRR a0iNAYyITaP

la 2yS O02YYSydlFdG2N y2iSR:E GKAa OAOG2NER 2
LINE JARSYOS 2F D2R |G 62N)] GKNRdzAK GKSa&as
Darius the Great thought he was completely worthy of that title "Great," but

he was just a tool in the hamaf God.

God used foreign kings and foreign peoples to accomplish his plan. God raised
up prophets from among his own people to accomplish his plan. God used his
own people to accomplish his plan. God opened doors using the enemies of
his people (such as those wheported the building efforts to the local Persian
officials), and God opened doors using royal decrees.

2S5y G223 INB | LINL 2F D2RQ&A LI FYT 6S3z 0
plan; and we, too, are presented with great open doors. These people rushed
through that door. Do we?

Are we on the look oufor ways in which God is using those outside of his
church to help us in our mission? As new technologies are created, are we
thinking of ways to use them to spread the gospel? As economies collapse and
industries falter, are we looking for hurting peopMho may now be more
receptive to the gospel? God opens dogrand when he does, God expects

his people to go through those doors while they remain open.
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+SNES mMn aleéea GKFEG GKS LIS2LXS GFAYAAKSR
LANI St YR 06& RSONBS 2F /&@Ndza | YR 51 NAdza
most powerful word on earth at that time was the decree of a Persian king,

but that king was beingitected by an infinitely more powerful decree.

The inclusion of King Artaxerxes in verse 14 requires an explanation because

KS RARYQlU 06S02YS (Ay3 dzyGAf YdzOK f I G§SNJI 0l
Artaxerxes was the king when Ezra and Nehemiah returned in 458 and 445 BC.

Why is Artaxerxes includdtere along with Cyrus and Darius?

The most likely answer is one that we have seen befotlee author (Ezra)
jumped out of the chronology for a moment to make a point.

Remember, this book was written after the walls had been built under
Artaxerxes, and the author was looking back through history to the times of
Cyrus and Darius. Just as he included the (then future) opposition during the
reign of Artaxerxes in Chapter Aere in Chapter 6 he included the (then
future) support for the Jews that also occurred during the reign of Artaxerxes
(although, as we will see, that support involved rebuilding wedls rather

than rebuilding the temple).

Ezra is using all three kings involved in the restoration as illustrations of how
even mighty kings are tools to accomplish the command of the God.

Verse 14 makes it clear that the building (not just of the temple but also of the

city and the walls) would continue with divine direction and Persian support

through the time of Artaxerxes. One commentator describes verse 14 as the
key verse in the bookfdezra.

And finally in verse 15 the temple was completed! Haggai and Zechariah began
preaching in 520 BC, and the temple was completed about five years later on
March 12, 515 BC (converting to our own calendar). This great event occurred
72 years after the destrtion of the first temple in 587.

{2f2Y2yQa GSYLX S KIR aid22R F2Nl nnn &SI NA(
pnn &@SFNBR dzyiAft AG gl a f1NABSte NBLII OSR
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temple and whatever remained in it from this second temple were destroyed
by the Romans in AD 70.

Ezra 6:1618

16 And the children of Israel, the priests, and the Levites, and the rest of
the children of the captivity, kept the dedication of this house of God with
joy, 17 And offered at the dedication of this house of God an hundred
bullocks, two hundred rams, folmundred lambs; and for a sin offering for
all Israel, twelve he goats, according to the number of the tribes of Israel.
18 And they set the priests in their divisions, and the Levites in their
courses, for the service of God, which is at Jerusalemjswiitten in the
book of Moses.

b2g O02YS&a G(KS OStSONIGAZ2YH ¢KS-IISNY (NI ya
is Hanukkah, the name of the Jewish holiday that celebrates a similar
dedication of this same temple after its defilement by the Antiochus Epiphanes

in 165 BC. Unlike that event 65 BC, we have no indication that this
dedication became an annual celebration.

We can also compare this dedication with that of the first temple under
Solomon in 1 Kings 8. There the number of sacrificed animals was much
greater: 22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep and goats.

LYy @OSNES wmtI GKS LIS2LX S 2FFSNBR wMH YIS
Again, we see the theme of continuity. Even though most of the former exiles

were from the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi, all of the tribes were
represented by this saifice. They were collectively the people of God, and

they were collectively the heirs of his covenants.

In verse 18, the organization of the priests and the Levites was reinstated as it

was practiced before the exile. And how did they know how to do that? Verse

My GSffa dza K2gY ¢KSe@ RAR aGlFra AG Aa oNRG
must begin with aeturn to the word of God.

But that book was so dated! It was so old! These people were much more
sophisticated now! They had much better ideas about how to do things! Surely
God was looking for a modern approach to go along with their new modern
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temple ¢ right? Wrong! They turned back to the unchanging word of God to
discover what God wanted them to do, and people today must do the same
thing if they want to be pleasing to God.

The Aramaic section of Ezra that began in 4:8 ends in verse 18. From verse 19
onward the text is once again in Hebrew. We earlier discussed some possible
reasons for the switch to Aramaic.

Ezra 6:1P92

19 And the children of the captivity kept the passover upon the fourteenth
day of the first month. 20 For the priests and the Levites were purified
together, all of them were pure, and killed the passover for all the children
of the captivity, and for theibrethren the priests, and for themselves. 21
And the children of Israel, which were come again out of captivity, and all
such as had separated themselves unto them from the filthiness of the
heathen of the land, to seek the LORD God of Israel, did 2a#&n# kept

the feast of unleavened bread seven days with joy: for the LORD had made
them joyful, and turned the heart of the king of Assyria unto them, to
strengthen their hands in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel.

The fourteenth day of the first month was the day stipulated in Exodus 12:6

for celebrating the Passover. In 515 BC it would have been on April 21
according to our calendar.

l f 6K2dzZAK tlFaa20SNRaE 6SNBE OSt SoONIGSR &SI NI
when they were celebrated in relation to some important event, and most

often when associated with revival movements, such as under Hezekiah in 2

Chronicles 30, under Josiah ilCBronicles 35, and here in Ezra 6.

a2 LINBFAIdzZNBR 2dzNJ NBRSYLIWiA2Yy o0& [/ KNXa
-4320SN) A& al ONAFAOSR F2NJ dzadéd ™M [ 2NRY G
was proclaiming Christ to theeople, this feast was also pointing forward to

KS tl1aa29gSNE a ¢S ({y263 O2YYSY2NIGSR La
|

the perfect sacrifice that was to come.

The purification of the priests in verse 20 would have involved a ritual washing
GAGK 61 GSNJ a RSaAONAROSR Ay 9E2Rdza HoYn |

Page 166 of 456
www. ThyWordIsTruth.com
www.FulshearChurchOfChrist.org



http://www.thywordistruth.com/
http://www.fulshearchurchofchrist.org/

Passover celebration had to kadelayed because there were not enough
ceremonially pure priests. (2 Chronicles 30:3)

Verse 21 confirms that this group included some Jews who had remained
behind when the others were taken away into exile. Apparently, many of them
had assimilated themselves with the ndewish people who lived there, and
some of them had been encouraged these returning exiles and by the
prophets to return to the religious requirements of the Law of Moses.

ThesenoSEAf SR WSga 6SNB St 02YS (2 22Ay G(GKS
separated themselves unto them from the filthiness of the heathen of the
flryR (G2 aSS1T GKS [hw5 D2R 2F LAN} St ®é ¢K
in Canaan and one foot inrdsalem; they had to decide whose side they were
2y® {2YS 2F (KSY OK2aS D2RQa aiARSo

Verse 21 is important because it corrects the false impression that the

returning exiles were some sort of a bitterly exclusive group that wanted
Y2UKAY3a (2 R2 6AGK GKSANI ySAIKO2NAD C2NJ (
terms as opposed to their own ters, what they found was an open door.

Jeremiah 29:13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search

for me with all your heart.
The Feast of the Unleavened Bread in verse 22 was a separate feast that
started the day after the Passover and lasted for seven days, but it was so
closely associated with the Passover that the two were often treated as one
feast.

The theme of verse 21 is joy. Throughout the Bible, joy is the characteristic of

those who trust in God. In the Old Testament, thirteen different Hebrew roots

(27 different words) are used to express joy in worshiping God, which tells us

how important thatconcept was to the Jewish people. As Nehemiah would tell

GKSY fFTGSNIAY DSKSYAFK yYmMnI aF2N GKS 228
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please God, the more joyous we become. If we lack joy, it is an indication that
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we are living on the surfacethat we have just enough religion to make us
miserable! That is a very sad place to live, which explains the misery!
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LESSON 15 Part 1

A Final Comment on Ezra 6

Ezra 6:22; And kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days with joy: for
the LORD had made them joyful, and turned the heart of the kidgsyria
unto them, to strengthen their hands in the work of the house of God, the
God of Israel.

We end Chapter 6 with another puzzjevhy does the author refer to Darius
GKS DNBIFGX GKS 1 Ay3AsErE tASNBEAIS NE S aH HiKK S5 AR
make a mistake?

This puzzle is an easy one to solve when we remember that a major theme in
this book is continuity. The trouble began with the Assyrians, and that empire
had continued all the way to the present day of Ezra 6, albeit through the
Babylonians and then throligthe Persians. Even Herodotus recognized this
continuity when he referred to Babylon as the capital of Assyria. The Gentile
oppression had begun under the Assyrians, as Nehemiah also recognized:

Nehemiah 9:32; Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the
terrible God, who keepest covenant and mercy, let not all the trouble seem
little before thee, that hath come upon us, on our kings, on our princes, and
on our priests, and on our prophets, and aur dathers, and on all thy
people,since the time of the kings of Assyria unto this day.

Although the Gentile domination was not over, God had given his people a
brief period of favor in the eyes of the foreign kings.

One commentator says that the reference in verse 22 to Darius as the king of
Assyrigh & G LISNXKI LJA (GKS Y2ad aA3ayAFTAOLyd adl G

So where are we at the end of Ezra 6? The first return under the decree of
Cyrus has occurred and the goal of that return has been accomplished with the
dedication of the second temple. Ezra 6 ends with a joyous celebration over
0KS @GAOG2NEB. 2F D2RQ& LIS2LX S
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What happens nextEzra 7 will begin almost 60 years after the events in Ezra
6, with the second return under Ezra in 458. But we are not going to study the
second half of Ezra until after we look at what happened between those two
chapters, and we read about those eventsthe book of Esther, which is
centered on the royal city of Susa. Other than a brief note about Xerxes in 4:6,
Ezra tells us nothing about this interim period.
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LESSON 15 Part 2

Esther is a Strange Book

| enjoy teaching strange books! Revelation, Daniel, Zechaabbut the only

thing most people agree about for those books is that they are strange. But as
strange as those books are, Esther may win the prize as the strangest book in
the Bible.

azald O2YYSyidl NRSA
9aUGKSNKé¢ !''yYyR GKSNB I NB I 62 dz
commentaries.

2y 9&a0GKSN) 60S3AAY SAGK (F
Fd Ylye | yaq

Is it history? Is it fiction? Is it historical fiction? Is it fictionalized history? Is it
comedy? Is it a Persian chronicle? Is it a Greek romance? Is it a carnival tale?
Is it a wisdom tale? Is it burlesque? Each of those answers is proposed by
commentares.

About all the commentators can agree upon is that Esther is strange. Why?

1 Although the heathen king of Persia is mentioned 190 times in 167
verses (29 times by name), God is never mentioned in the book of
Esther. There is not even a divine title or pronoun referring to God in
the book. And this was certainly intentional.

T CKSNE A& tA1S6AES y2 YSyluArzy 2F D2R!
relationship with his people. There is no mention of Satan or angels.
There is no mention of the covenant. Unlike the book of Daniel, no one
prays in the book of Esther, and no one has a visictmenbook of
Esther. There are no explicit miracles in the book of Esther.

1 Other than the fact that the book is about the Jewish people, there is
nothing Jewish about the book of Esther in the religious sense. There
is no apparent concern for the law in Esther. (Haman does say in 3:8
OKFG GOKSANI 1 ga | NBthovgh e bokkSvast NB Y | f §
written after the events in Ezra-@, there is no mention of Jerusalem
2N 0KS GSYLX S® aGLF 2yS ¢Syl (GKNRdAAK
200dzNNByOS 2F GKS 62NR WYWSgaQ ALK (K
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group, there would be no reason to think the story had anything at all

G2 R2 gAUGK OGUKS . AofSop¢eg ¢KS f1 01 2F NBf
unusual for books of that time and is certainly intentional. (But, as one

commentator noted, God seems to kueverywhere in the background

of the book!)

The book of Esther is never cited or alluded to in the New Testament.

Neither Esther nor Mordecai is ever mentioned anywhere else in the
Bible.

Esther is one of only two books in the Bible named for a woman (the
other being Ruth).

Surprisingly, one of the central themes of Estherfdasting The

| SONBS ¢2NR F2N) aFSlFadé 2N aol yljdzSte 2
Esther as it does in the rest of the Old Testament books put together.

The Feast of Purim comes from Esther and is one of the two Jewish

feasts not found in the Law of Moses (the etlbeing Hanukkah.)

Esther is the only book in the Old Testament that was not found among
the Dead Sea scrolls. (That omission is probably because the Essenes
did not celebrate the Feast of Purim.)

Esther is the only Old Testament book describing events that take place

entirely in Persia. In fact, every scene in Esther (except for two brief
SLIAaz2RSa Ay 1 FYlFyQa K2YS IyR GKS 0NXSHT
in Chapter 9) takes place in the royal doaf Persia, with some events

Ay GKS GKNRYS NB2Y FyR Ay GKS (1Ay3aQa L

In the rest of the Old Testament, Jews are introduced by giving the

name of their father or the name of their tribe, while foreigners are

introduced by giving the name of their country or ethnicity (Uriah the

Hittite, Ruth the Moabitess). But in Esther, Mecai is called
Ga2NRSOIA GKS WSéé aaAE (GAYSEA 00GKS 2yt ¢
occurs in our English Old Testament).

The characters in Esther are presented very differently from one
another. With Haman, for example, we are told his motives, his drives,
and his ambitions. Haman is allowed no mysteries. But with Mordecai
and Esther, we see only their words and their actignve are largely

left to wonder as to their motives. We aren't told what they are
thinking. For example, (although we might be able to guess) we are
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never told why Mordecai refused to bow to Haman or show him any
reverencec the event that leads to all the trouble that follows.

1 On one level Esther is a simple story, yet it has an incredibly detailed
structure in which thesis after thesis is met by antithesis after
antithesis. (See the handout.)

1 There is very little direct speech in the book. In the book of Ruth, the
plot is advanced primarily through dialogue, but the opposite is true in
Esther, where the plot is advanced primarily through narration.
Mordecai, for example, is mentioned by nametbes in Esther, yet
he has only one short (but memorable!) speech (4143.

T ¢CKS FANEBRG OKFLIISNI 2F 9aU0KSNJ KlFa yz2da |
people, but rather is focused on pagan characters involved in a pagan
event from the pagan world.

In addition to being a strange book, the book of Esther is an incredibly
meaningful book, particularly to those facing persecution.

We will see how it is meaningful to Christians, but it has always been a very

meaningful book to Jews as well, particularly when they have been faced with

GK2asS aSS{Ay3 (2 RSaGNRe OGKSYZ IFa | FYlLYy F
in ours. The Nazis fodde the reading of Esther in the concentration camps,

but Jewish prisoners wrote the book from memory and read it in secret.

What Kind of Book is Esther?

That is a strange question to ask about a book of the Bible. After all, no one
ever asks what kind of book is Exodus or what kind of book is Ezra? But all
commentaries on Esther begin with this same question, and many different
answers are proposed. Whainkl of book is Esther?

Some argue that Esther is a historical narrative. That is, Esther contains an
accurate account of a series of events that took place at the stated time and
place. (Not wanting to keep anyone in suspense, this is where we are going to
end upc but first wewill look at some of the other answers that have been
given.)
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Esther certainly presents itself as history. Why does anyone argue otherwise?

. SOlFdzaS 9aiKSNJ KIFra o6SSy $gSAIKSR Ay Y2al
wanting. Why? Here are some of the alleged problems gleefully recorded in

any number of liberatommentaries:

There are no extrdiblical sources that mention either queen in this book (Vashti or
Esther) or either adviser in this book (Haman or Mordecai) during the reign of Xerxes.

q ¢tKS DNBS]T KAal2NASa 2F tSNRAIF GStf dza
Amestris, who was not a Jew.

1 Herodotus tells us about a Persian restriction of royal marriages to
members of seven aristocratic families of which Esther was not a part.

1 Esther 1:1 begins with a reference to 127 satrapies in the Persian
empire;Herodotus mentions only 20 satrapies.

1 One of the major complicating factors in Esther is the irrevocable
nature of the laws of Persia. However, we are told that there is no
extra-biblical evidence for this.

1 There is likewise, we are told, no confirmation of a law that uninvited
guests approaching the king would be slain without the king raising his
scepter.

1 It appears, at least on the surface, from Esther 2:6 that Mordecai was

taken captive with Jehoiachin in 596 BC, but the events in Esther take
place during the twelfth year of Xerxes, which was 122 years later.

hyS O2YYSydl 62N NBLR2NIa GKFG GKS 402y Of dza
of Esther is not historical, and that it is doubtful whether even an historical
1 SNy St dzy RSNI ASa A& yINNIGAOBSPE

We look at a list like that in a commentary, and our first thought is that those
do indeed seem like problems. But as soon as we start investigating them, the
problems quickly disappear.

And a lack of evidence? Hardly. Esther is evidence. Daniel is evidence. Ezra is
evidence. In fact, those books are the best evidence we have as to the events
of that time.
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We will discuss those alleged problems as we work through the text, but first
fSGQa t221 +d K2 20KSNB OKFNIOGSNAT S

Some argue that Esther is a historical novel. That is, the author is writing about
a historical event, but he is doing so with a degree of poetic license. Something
of historical importance is being told, but in a creative way.

Others argue that Esther is a fictional narrative. That is, Esther is just a very
creative short story meant to entertain or teach (or both), but not meant to
convey a history of actual events.

Some argue that Esther is a comedy (and no one disputes that some of the
events in this very serious book are very funny). They point to Haman and the
King as a megalomaniac and a buffoon, respectively. They point to the many
amusing coincidences, paraiebnd reverses in the book. They point to what
they see as mockery, ironic exaggeration, and underdeveloped characters and
caricatures in the book.

We can group these proposals into two categories:

The first option is that Esther is not fictional at all, but rather is what it purports to be:
a historical account of the Jews in Persia during the reign of Xerxes.

1 The second option is that Esther is either partly fictional or entirely
fictional.

¢KS | NBdzySyida Ay FIF@2N 2F GKS aSO2yR
are based primarily on three things:

Contrary statements by Greek historians (mainly Herodotus).

1 The absence of confirming evidence by the same Greek historians.

1 Events judged to be highly improbable, at least based on our limited
knowledge of the ancient world.

Page 176 of 456
www. ThyWordIsTruth.com
www.FulshearChurchOfChrist.org

0 K

N>

2 LJG


http://www.thywordistruth.com/
http://www.fulshearchurchofchrist.org/

For starters, those who bet against the Bible have been proved wrong over
and over again as additional archaeological evidence is found, and we will see
examples of that in our study of this book.

For example, in Esther 3:7, Haman casts lots during the first month of the year
to determine a date (in the 12th month) on which to execute his plans.
Commentators once pointed to this event as an example of something highly
improbable, but evidence hassie been found that some rulers in the ancient
world would cast lots in the first month to determine events and actions for
the following twelve months; and suddenly the improbable became very
probable!

As for the absence of confirming evidence, that is not very surprising when one

considers the lack of sources about Persia during this time. There are a few
AYAONRLIGA2Yya Fo62dzi YAy3d - SNES&Q NBA3IAYy 6N
that they are very biasd in his favor. The Greek historians also tell us about

- SNESas odzi GKSANI F20dz& A& LINAYI NAf& 2y
they are biased against him. There is little information from any source on the

period between 479 and the end of X&n& Q NBAIY Ay ncpX | YR
information (such as Esther) that presents an objective account.

As for the supposed contradictions between Esther and the writings of the
Greek historian Herodotus, it never seems to occur to these liberal scholars
that perhaps Herodotus is the one who is mistaken.

Also, while it is true that Herodotus does not mention Esther, Mordecai, or
Vashti (at least not by that name), it is also true that Herodotus does not
mention Belshazzar, whose existence was likewise denied by liberal scholars
until archaeological discovies confirmed his place in history and the left the
liberal scholars with liberal egg on their liberal faces!

But when the liberals throw mud, we need to do more than just throw mud
back in return. We need to investigate their charges.
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So let's start with perhaps the biggest charge against the lgodHkrodotus

alea GKIFIG -SNES&Q jdzSSy 461 a&a ! YSalGNRad

not mention Amestris, but instead names two other queens: Vashti and Esther,
neither of which was namelly Herodotus. How is this explained?

First, this may be yet another example of historians automatically assuming
Herodotus is correct and the Bible is mistaken. It never seems to occur to them
that Herodotus might be wrong and the Bible might be correct.

Second, Persian kings generally had many royal wives, a fact confirmed about
Xerxes by the book of Esther. Esther tells us that Xerxes had at least two
gueens, and that he had a harem from which he selected at least one of those
two queens. And so Xerxesudd have had three queens: Amestris, Vashti, and
Esther (with Herodotus naming one of them and the book of Esther naming
the other two).

But, if so, why? Why are two of those three queens not mentioned by
Herodotus?

Perhaps Herodotus mentions only Amestris because he was interested only in
the royal wives who bore the successors to the throne. All other royal wives
and concubines, of which Persian kings typically had many, were presumably
irrelevant to Herodotus' purpse of tracing the succession of the Persian
dynasty.

| SNPR2(dza YSyuaAazya 2yte G2 2F OGKS A

both of whom bore sons who contended for the throne of Darius, which Xerxes
eventually won. If Herodotus includes in his history only the royal wives who
were directly relevant tathe succession of the throne, then this historical
problem in Esther disappears. Only Amestris would be expected to be named
08 | SNRPR20dza aAyOS &aKS 3+ @3S 0ANILK G2

A third possibility is that Amestris is in fact mentioned in Esther, just not by
that name. That is, perhaps Amestris is either Esther or Vashti. But which one?
To answer that question we need to know more about Amestris.
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Who was Amestris? The Greeks describe her as stralfegl and brutal, once

ordering 18 noble Persian youths to be buried alive as an offering to one of her

false gods. Amestris gave Xerxes a robe she had personally woven, and Xerxes

was tricked into givig that robe to his niece and daughterlaw, with whom

he was seeking to have an affair. In fact, Xerxes had also attempted to have an
FFFFEANI 6AGK KSNJ Y2U0KSNE KA&a ONROGKSNRA A
daughter to his son, hoping it would be hgitim closer to her motheg but

when her daughter showed up, he turned his attention on her, forgetting

about her mother. Once Amestris found out about the affair with the
RIdZ3KGSNE aKS KIFEIR (0KS 3IANI Q& Y23GKSNJ YdziAf
the trouble.

What does that sordid account tell us? Several things, but one thing it tells us
for sure is that Amestris was not Esther! But could Amestris have been Vashti?

2S KIF@gSyQd YIRS AG G2 [/ KFLWGSNIwm &Sz 06 dz
all about Queen Vashti. She was the queen in Esther 1 who was commanded

to appear before King Xerxes while he was giving a drunken feast, but who

refused to appear as commanded. Sis then demoted, which led to Esther

becoming queen.

A

/| 2dZ R GKS S@Af ! YSadNxRa NBIfte 0SS GKS al )
a trick questiorng what makes us think that Vashti was righteous?

Earlier we talked about the different ways that the people in Esther are

described by the narrator. Haman, for example, is laid wide open for our

inspectiong we know what he is thinking and planning. Others, by contrast,

are known to us only by their woscand their actiong we are never told their

Y2UAQ GA2ya 2N GKSAN) 6K2dAKGad +F aKGA T
know too many of her words or actions either! Here is the sum total of what

the Bible tells us about Vashti:

She was queen, and she gave a feast for the women while Xerxes was giving a feast
for the men.
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i Xerxes commanded seven eunuchs to escort her to his fedisasthe
men could see her great beauty.

1 Vashti refused to come, and the king got very angry.

1 Her punishment was that she was no longer allowed to come before
the king. (She was not killed or divorced, but rather she was demoted.)

The key question is why did Vashti refuse to come before the King as she was
commanded? The Bible does not answer that question.

24 +FaKGA NAIKGS2dzaK t SNKIFL&AS® 2Fa +FaKid
too much about her from her refusal to appear before the king and all of his

drunken guests. Even the most evil woman alive would likely have thought

twice before accepting an irtation to appear before a group of men who had

been drinking for seven days straight!

2 KSy ¢S 3SG G2 / KFEILGSNI M 6S gAatt KIFI@S Y2
motivations, but for now all we need to know is that we cannot rule out Vashti

and Amestris being the same person based just on the Biblical evidence about

Vashti, and there is somextra-Biblical evidence suggesting they may indeed

have been the same person.

And if they are the same person, then that identification would likely require
us to change our typical view of Vashti as a positive example of righteousness
and courage. But, again, when we get to Chapter 1 we will see that many
readers of Esther, both @ktian and Jewish, throughout the years have
categorized Vashti as a very negative example because she disobeyed her
husband.

Vashti was punished by no longer being allowed to come before the king. What
does history tell us happened to Amestris?

' YSaAUNRE A& y20G YSyGAaAz2ySR o6& | SNRPR2{(dza
GYdziAfFGA2yEé S@OSyl ¢ @pparemiy Sufedag B&R S| NI A S|
consequences of her own vindictiveness. She reappears later as a strong figure

after Xerxes was assassinated, during tieign of her son, Artaxerxes I. As
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gueen mother, she pressured her son, the king, to behead 50 Greek prisoners
and crucify another.
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LESSON 16

If Vashti was Amestrisere is likely what happened (combining what we know
from the Bible with what the Greeks tell us). The peace envisioned by Cyrus

KFR 0SSy aKFGdidSNBR Ay GKS tFaid &SI Na
Babylon. After quelling these revolts, Dari@ a2y - SNES&a KSt R

in his reign, at which time Amestris/Vashti was deposed. The purpose of this
banquet was to plan the invasion of Greece. The war (which explains the time
lag between Esther 1 and 2) began well but ended with a major mifaht

at Salamis in 480. The king returned home, seeking comfort among members
2T KAda KINBY® ¢KAAa o6l & GKS @8SIN2F
happened then there would have been about four years or more between
when Vashti was demotednd when Esther became queen, which would
coincide with the four years Xerxes was absent from Persia on the expedition
against the Greeks. And, of course, this would also mean that we would need
to dispense with the notion that Vashti was "righteous Vashti

If Vashti was Amestris, then suddenly Herodotus turns from a potential
problem into a confirmation of the Biblical account. And perhaps our
guestions about her motivation and her punishment become easier to answer.

Why, for example, was Vashti demoted rather than killed for such an
effrontery? (History tells us that Xerxes had a nasty and at times irrational
temper, so we might have expected a much worse fate for this queen.) A
careful review of the dates suggestsaathAmestris was most likely pregnant
with the future king Artaxerxes at the time of this event. That fact might also
tell us why the queen would have been particularly reluctant about being
paraded in front of men at a drunken feast.

But if they are the same person, why two different names? There may have
been three different names! The book of Esther may be giving us the Hebrew
form of a Persian name, with Herodotus giving us the Greek form of the same

t SNEALY YIYSo Q yaR dgySA (ARY/S NI @RS AWs/ 2 NI GKS
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Greek, which could explain how Vashti became Amestris in the Greek history.

lfaz2s +laKGA YSIya o0SEHdziATdzZ 2N 6Saidz |yl
nickname for Amestris. After having studied Daniel, we should not be

surprised at all to find someoneith two different names! Xerxes himself has

a different name in the book of Esther, and such could have been true of

Queen Vashti. Esther herself has two names in this book.

YR gKeé& R2SayQid | SNPR2Gdza YSy A2y 9&idKSN]
reason¢ Herodotus was interested only in those queens who bore sons in the
Neelf fAYySed 1y20KSNJ tA]1Ste NBFazy &
. SNES&Q Ol YLY whiBh/fonieg at jliskaBouttHe &ime the events

in Esther begin. And this would also mean that the book of Esther is just about
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the only source for what was happening in Persia at this time.

So what can we then conclude about the Amestris problem? It is not a problem
at all. In fact, if Vashti and Amestris are the same persoand they fit
together well with what the secular Greek histories telftushen Herodotus
moves from the problem cagory into the confirmation category. We will
have much more to say about Vashti when we get to Chapter 1.

What about the other saalled historical problems we mentioned? They are
likewise easy to explain.

The fact that Esther did not come from one of the seven select families of
| SNRER2GdzA LINRP@Sa y20KAy3aId bSAGKSNI - SNESa
from one of those seven families.

The 127 satrapies of Esther 1:1 are apparently smaller units than those 20

satrapies under discussion by Herodotus. For example, Ezra 2:1 and Nehemiah
1:3; 7:6 discuss the province of Judah, which was a subcategory of a larger
satrapy.

What about the irrevocable laws of the Persian kings? Historians tell us there
is no evidence for such a thigs that correct?
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First, as we mentioned last week, Esther and Daniel are evidence for such a
thing ¢ in fact, those two books should be very compelling evidence to an
honest historian.

For example, the book of Esther shows a very thorough knowledge of Persian

names and the details of the Persian court and palace. The book agrees very

well with what we know about King Xerxes from other soucti®e greatness

of his empire, his quick argbmetimes irrational temper, his almost unlimited

promises and generous gifts, his drunken feast, and even his efficient postal
system(3:1xa [ SGGIGSNE 6SNBX aSyid o0& O2dzNASNER (G2 |
kingdom of Xerxes was known for extending frbmdia to Cush as Esther tells

us. The architecture of his palace in Esther matches the excavated palace of

Artaxerxes Il at Susa, a palace modeled after the one built by Darius and used

by Xerxes.

Second, Herodotus does give us some evidence for this "irrevocable law" rule.
2S SIFNIASN)I RAalOdzaaSR GKS S@Syid Ay |1 SNRBR2
NEo6S (G2 KAa YyASOS YR a2yQa gAFSP® | SNRR2
robe back butheco® y 24 06SOFdzaS KS 0O2dz RyQd 32 o ¢
offered whole cities, gold, and even his army to get the cloak back, but to no
avail. Then, at his own birthday party, Amestris held him to his word again,
AFAYAY3 0KS NAIKG udlatel. HSSIs Hovk lerodot® (0 K SN & ¢
describes the event:

1S 6- SNESa0 | O0O2NRAy3If& 2FFSNBR KSNJ 6KA &

robe Amestris had given him) and gold in abundance and an army for none

but herself to command. Armies are the most suitable of gifts in Persia. But

as he could not move her, hage her the mantle; and she, rejoicing greatly

in the gift, went flaunting her finery. Amestris heard that she had the
mantle, but when she learned the truth, it was not the girl with whom she

gl & FyaNBEo {KS adzZJJ2aSR NIyesdShdd G Kl & GKS 3
GKA& ¢l d KSNJIR2Ay3AI |yR a2 Al ol a alaradas
aKS LX200GSR (2 RSaiNRe oé
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and that too when she was innocent of the deed; for he knew the purpose
of the request. Nevertheless, since Amestris was insistent and the law
compelled him (for at this royaldmquet in Persia every request must of
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r)ecessity bg grapted), he unwillingly consented, and delivered the woman

U2 ' YSauNRaode
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lifted from the Bibleg that is lifted from Herodotug and it agrees with what
we see in the Bible! Herodotus himself confirms the irrevocable nature of the
Persian laws. Who s but the king could revoke his own law, and if the king
gla a02YLSttSReé o0& GUKS fl g Fa | SNBR2Gdza
not even the king could revoke his law?

What about the objection that there is no evidence outside the Bible for the
notion that anyone who came before a Persian king without being summoned
risked summary execution?

Archaeologists have uncovered an image of a Persian king (likely either Darius
with the crown prince Xerxes standing behind him or Xerxes himself with the
crown prince Artaxerxes standing behind him). The king in that image is sitting
on his throne and haling a long scepter in his right hand. And who is standing
just behind the king and the crown prince in that engraved image? A soldier
holding a large ax. That image could be used as an illustration of the throne
room scene in Estherthat is how perfect it aligns with the text of Esther.

Finally, one of the main objections raised by some against Esther is that, they

say, it contains events that are just too improbable to be true. Esther is in the

NAIKG LIXFOS G GKS NRIKG GAYS 4KSy =+ aki
plans come to lightwWhen the king cannot sleep and asks for historical records

G2 06S NBIFIRX GKS LI 3IS KFLIWISya G2 Frit Fa G
foiling a plot against the king. As the king considers what to do, Haman just

happens to be standing outside. How ave answer those who argue such

coincidences are too unlikely to be true?

First, as we have already said, such comments forget that although God is not
mentioned in Esther, God is nevertheless present in Esflaeid with God all
things are possible. Esther and Joseph have much in common, and one such
thingisthatthe lifeofe OK 3IAPSE dza | 62y RSNFdzZA SEIF YLI
How does God work in our world todgyn age in which miracles have ended?
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The answer is that God works behind the scepasd that is exactly how we
see God working in the book of Esther. When we are blessed by unlikely or
improbable eventg, we should thank God rather than thank our lucky stars!

As we move through the text, we will see that the book of Esther has much to
say about coincidences and luck. Are the events in the book just lucky
coincidences, or is a greater power involved? The answer seems clear in Esther
¢ each of the incidents regded by itself might well appear to be the result of
chance, but when taken together the element of chance disappears. They all
converge to one point, and their design is evident. If | flip a coin and get 4
heads in a row, you may think | am lucky. Bulliip that coin and get 40 heads

in a row, you will no longer be thinking that luck has anything to do with it

you will suspect | have a twleaded coin and that | have intentionally
designed things so that particular outcome would occur.

What is the answer regarding the lucky coincidences in our own lives? While it
is true that time and chance happens to us all (Ecclesiastes 9:11), not
everything that happens to us comes by chance. If God by his providence is
actively working in this worldthen we need to look for his hand and for his
open doors. The pagan may believe that all we do and all we are is governed
by chance, but the Christian knows better. Rome worshiped the god of
fortune, but we know better. Esther can teach us to recogniz RXQ &
providence in our own lives.

| am reminded of a story | once read in a book about prayer. The author told
about how he was trying to get to sleep one night in advance of a sermon on
prayer he was scheduled to deliver the next day, but he was being kept awake
by a barking dog next dooHe prayed for the barking to stop, and (to his
surprise) it did so at once. He was then unable to sleep for wondering whether
the dog had stopped barking on account of his prayer!

Getting back now to our responses to someone who complains that the events
in Esther are too improbable to be true, second, it should go without saying
that fact is very often much stranger than fiction. As the saying goes, you just
OFyQid YIF1S GKAAa dzLJH
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Third, those who complain that the events in Esther are too improbable to
have occurred appear to know about as much about mathematics as they do
about theology! There is a difference between you picking a winning lottery
number ahead of the drawing and ydearing a news report on the winning
number after the drawingg one has an almost zero chance of occurring,
whereas the other happens every week. We are not looking in Esther at an
event randomly plucked from history and that happens to be filled with
caincidences; instead we are looking at an event chosen after the fact because
it was so interesting that God put it into the Bible. Also, as we already noted,
the events in Esther are not randognbut rather are being directed by God
working behind the scess. (I have the same problem with those who takes
the Messianic prophecies, assign probabilities to them, and then argue that
Jesus must be the Messiah because it is so unlikely anyone would have
satisfied all of the prophecies just by chance. That is tbadlogy and bad
math!)

And one final note on this point those modern scholars who believe the
events in Esther are so unlikely most likely believe that they themselves
evolved through random mutations from single cell creatures that somehow
sprang into existence from lifelessatter due to nothing but random chance
after a giant explosion. When viewed alongside that fairy tale, Esther looks like
the Wall Street Journal!

Honest historians and commentators concede many historical accuracies in
Esther, and for that reason few today would argue that Esther is a complete
fiction. Instead, most modern scholars view it as a historical novel.

We, of course, will take the position that Esther is not any sort of a novel, but
instead is a historical narrative describing actual events and actual people
and we will do so for at least five reasons:

1. There is no indication that the book of Esther is intended to be taken in any
way other than as a straightforward narrative of events as they occurred. The
book goes to great lengths to include places, names, events, and many
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historical details. If this book is not a history, then how can we distinguish it
from the other historical books in the Bible?

2. Research has repeatedly demonstrated that Esther is an accurate witness to
Persian affairs and Persian culture.

o ! fiK2dAaAK S KIS y2 NBO2NR 2F WSadza S¢
the Old Testament is that it is an unquestionably reliable guide to past events.

Jesus mentions Abel, Noah, Abraham, Sodom and Gomorrah, Lot, Isaac, Jacob,

David, and many othdtJSSNE 2y a4 YR AYOARSyGta FTNRY GKS
not too much to say that Jesus accepted without reservation the entire

historical fabric of the Old Testament, including those aspects of it most

GNRBdzof Sa2YS (2 Y2RSNY YA yrakaddthediskS / NS (A 2
Jesus believed in them all, and he knows because he was there!

4. The Bible is the inspired word of God. Although there are within it some

fictional accounts that are intended to teach a lesson (parables, for example),

GKSe IINB Ffglrea Of SINIe& AYRAOIFIGSR | & &adzOK
LJ- NF 6 f S & ¢ inebsuch indidat®mManK sodwe must take it for what it

claims to beg a true history of actual events. The first words in the book are

Gb2¢g AG OFYS (2 LIaazé yz2ad ahyOS dzlRry |
G!'yR ff GKS | O0OGa 2¥andhédeddeatos ofthé yR 2T KA
greatness of Mordecai, whereunto the king advanced him, are they not
GNRAGGSY Ay GKS 06221 2F GKS OKNRYyAOfSa 27
presents itself as history because that is exactly whatgtistory.

5. The message of Esther is tied to its historical nature. The basis for the

celebration of Purim is the historical event in which the Jews were delivered

from their enemies. If Esther does not report thistorical incident accurately,

then Purim is based on fiction. Also, a major theme of Esther is that of reversal

in which God works on behalf of his people to turn evil into good. What does

it say about that theme if the events on which it is based arearfection?

2 KFEG a2NI 2F O2yFARSYOS 2NJ O2YF2NI ¢2dz R
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makes no sense at all! If Esther is not history, then the message of Esther is
meaningless!

What is the Historical Setting of Esther?

We discussed the history of Persia in our introductory lessons on Ezra, and we
g2y Qi NBLISFG GKFIG KSNB® . dzi 6S Attt O2yaai
king at the center of these events.

The events in Esther take place during the reign of Xerxes, who in Hebrew is
called Ahasuerus. Xerxes was king of Persia from 486 until 465 BC. He was
preceded by Darius the Great (who was king when the second temple was
completed in Ezra 6) and was folleavby Artaxerxes (who was king when Ezra
returned in Ezra 7) and also when Nehemiah returned.

Our primary source of evidence from this era and outside the Bible comes from
Herodotus, the Greek historian, whose boblistories of the Persian Wars
(490480 BC) tells us about the Persian kings and their campaigns.

Although Herodotus was a Greek writing about his Persian enemies and
therefore not an objective source, his book does provide some evidence about
Persian personalities and practices. For example, he describes Xerxes as tall
and handsome, as an ambitiousley and as a warrior. It appears that
Herodotus was fascinated by Xerxes because about a third of his book is taken
up with his reign.

| SNPR2(GdzA RSaONAROGS& - SNBSS eDNIBRSqd SELISRA
dismal failure. But Xerxes also had some victories. He reconquered Egypt,

which had rebelled under Darius, and he also suppressed a rebellion in

Babylon. There is little doubt thaiekkes was able to amass the largest army

and navy ever mustered in antiquity.

. SNES&Q 3aAINBIGSald I OKASOSYSyld Yire KI @S
complex that Darius began in Persepolis. It has been called a marvel of
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grandeur, beauty, and luxury. A foundation stone has been found that begins,
GL Y - SNES&s (GKS 3AINBIG 1AyIoé

But Xerxes had a problem (according to Herodotus and according to Esther):
KS RAR y20 YSIFadaNB dzLJ G2 GKS Y2NIf ljdzl f A
that high on the moral quality scale to begin with!).

One historian notes that Xerxes inherited none of the good qualities of the
previous kings, but only a love of opulent display that progressively sapped his
Y2NIf FAOSNY ! y2iKSNI gNRGS GKIF G N

S
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In 470, the Persian army again suffered defeat at the hands of the Greeks,
which ended their 5§ear struggle with Greece. Persia maintained control
over Egypt and Cyprus, but lost control over the Greek colonies of Asia Minor.
Xerxes was killed in a consgry in 465 and was succeeded by his son
Artaxerxes |, who is the king who later allowed Ezra and Nehemiah to return.
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LESSON 17

What are the key themes of Esther?

Reversal

As shown on the handout, Esther has a remarkable structure that is built
around the keyevent in Chapter 6 in which the tables are turned between
Haman and Mordecai. For each thesis leading up to that event, there is an
antithesis following that event.

Each of these thesis/antithesis pairs reinforces a central theme of Esther,
which is the theme of reversal. That theme is seen most clearly in Esther 9:1,
which has been called the guiding principle of the book:

Gb2g Ay GKS (oSt FOK Y2yiGiKI gKAOK Aa (K
RFe 2F GKS alYS: ¢gKSy GKS {Ay3aQa 0O2YYl
carried out, on the very day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to gain

the mastery over thenthe reverse occurredthe Jews gained mastery

20SN) 1K2aS 6K2 KIFIGSR (KSY®E

S
Yy R

That verse is a summary statement of the entire book, and it emphasizes that
events had taken an unexpected and complete turnaround.

In a book that does not refer to God, this theme of reversal has the providence
of God at its center. The reversals occur because the actions of powerful
people are overturned by power from a different source. The tables get turned
repeatedly in Esther, ahGod is the great oveurner of tables. God turns
darkness into light. God turns mourning into rejoicing. God turns defeat into
salvation. God turns death into life.

Is it an overstatement to say that this theme of reversal that we see so clearly
in Esther is perhaps the theme of the entire Bible? (And, if so, what does that
tell us about the importance of this efteglected little book?) Who overturned
more tables tha Jesus?
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Feasting

A second theme that we find in Esther is the theme of feasting. The word
GNIyatlFriSR aFSFaidé 2N aol yljdzSié 200dz2NAR Yy
does in the rest of Old Testament.

The events in Esther open and close with feasting, and others feasts occur
throughout. One of the central events in the book is the establishment of the
FTSHaAd 2F tdaNAY 02N af20aé60% 6KAOK A& aidaft

Why the emphasis on feasting?

Perhaps the best explanation is that the interplay between feasting and
NEOSNEIf NBFESOGa GKS AydSNLXLe 6SiGsSSy D

Esther herself, for example, is propelled forward by the interplay of human

0SKI @A2NJ ' YR D2RQ& LINPOARSYOS® {KS 0S3Ay
happening to her rather than through her. But by the end, she is in control and

acting with full authority (29).

Why? Because at a decisive moment she decided to act, crossing that
02dzy RI NB 0SG6SSYy KdzYky o6SKF@A2N) FyR D2R
RSOAaA2y SR (G2 GKS NBOSNBEIfAa Ay (GKS 02
through her decision. If she had made another dedsy' > D2 RQ& LINR JARSY
doubt would have looked elsewhere, but she made that decision, and we can

see the outcome.

As we study Esther and see the providence of God in action, we are reminded
of the events in the life of Joseph. As with Esther, the events in the life of
Joseph are often viewed by some as too improbable to be true, but as with
Esther, the answer to thaibjection is the providence of God.
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In one way, this ancient tale of intrigue from the Persian court is the most
modern book in the Old Testament. Why?

Because in this book, God deals with his people as he deals with us today. Like

the Jews of Persia, we have no earthly king, no earthly prophet, and no earthly

kingdom. Like them, we live without miracles. Instead, what we see is God

working behind the sages through his people and through others to

providentially provide for his people as they live in a hostile and pagan
SYGANRYYSyYylGud 2KIFIG S aSS Ay 9ail0KSNI Aa K2
human action, and we also see how our inaction can hinder theigence of

God.

Is God Hidden in Esther?

Let's return now to the big question we started withwhy is God never
mentioned in the book of Esther?

| think we can say that God is not hidden in Esther, but rather perhaps God is
veiled.
GxrAadArAz2ya FyR NB@StFrdAz2ya Yle& O02YS |yR 323
is a constant that may not be seen or felt but will always sustain his people
in good, bad, and ugly times. This is the precious truth that the book of
9a0KSN) aK2ga dzadé
The events in Esther encourage the reader to look behind that veil to
understand what is really going on behind the scenes, and the key way that
the book of Esther does that is by not mentioning God at all. What better way
to illustrate the veiled nature® D2 RK 2 KIF G o6SGGSNI gL& (2 7
unseen role in history? What better way to encourage faithfulness even when
it appears that God is hidden?

And is God really veiled in Esther? Those who look for God will find éwen

in Esther. In Esther 4:3, what did the Jews do in response to the edict from
Haman? They fasted. What purpose could that fasting have had other than an
appeal to God? The vasl pretty thin in that verse!
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YR R2y QG ¢S aSS |y Fftdzaazy G2 D2R Ay |
Esther 4:147:

GC2NJ AF (K2 dz thyfpeace AtShis KnteNheK shdll Bh&ré
enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews famother place but

0 K2dz I yR K &shaf be illdstoytand whe kimiw&th whether
thou art come to the kingdorfor such a time as this €

N>

G! y2GKSNI LX I OSK¢E LayQild GKFG | adodfS NBT
is a strong sense of confidence that deliverance will come. And why should

Mordecai add to this a threat to Esther and her family unless he is thinking of

the ancient consequedSa 2F RAA4A20SRASYOS (2 D2RQa f I
GF2NJ adzOK | GAYS A GKA&AE aKz2ga dza GKFG a
How can we have design without a designer?

Perhaps the most intriguing evidence for the hidden God in Esther is found in
the links to other biblical events that do mention God.

God blessed Joseph and gave him favor with Potiphar in Genesi4.39d2i gave the
LANI StAGSE FlIP2N gA0K GKS 93eLIiAlya Ay 9
Esther 2:15.

1 The Israelites cried out to God in Exodus 2:23. The Jews in Esther simply
cry out in Esther 4:3.

1 God promised personally to put fear of the Jews among their enemies
in the promised land in Deuteronomy 2:25. In Esther, the enemies of
the Jews simply fear them Esther 8:17.

These links are inviting the careful reader to see God on every page of Esther!

The book of Esther reveals that there are two dimensions of reabtye that

is seen and one that is unseen. Esther is herself a person with two identities;

AaKS Kla Gg2 ylyYSas 2yS 2F gKAOK YSIya aKkK
G2NR 09a0KSNEKAAK A MSAVIENEO2Yy OStHt YSYy (¢

On the surface, to be a faithful Jew would require return to Jerusalem,
observance of temple worship, and a legitimate Jewish pedigree. But being a
faithful Jew meant more than that. It meant showing the presence of God in
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this world. And today, we in the church are likewise called to show the
LINS&ASyOS 2F D2R Ay (KA&a 62NIRO® t SNKI LJ&
Esther because his identity is joined to that of his people. We can see God

when we see God's faithful ppte.

Another place to look for God in Esther is by looking at the narrator of the

book. The narrator in Esther is omniscient, privy not only to conversations in
KAIKEe NBAGNAOGSR IINBFa 2F (GKS tSNRAAIY
thoughts and feelings. Whwould know these things but God, and the Holy

Spirit who authored the text?

The providence of God is on display is Esther, which means that God is on

RAALIE e Ay 9Qa0KSNI F2NJFff (G2 aSSd ¢KS LINE

humor. Despite the seriousness of the events, there is a sense of lightness in
the book. There is ophism from the outset that the Jewish people will
survive. Esther is an optimistic book, and it calls his people (both then and
now) to be an optimistic people. How can we explain the humor in this book
apart from confidence in God?

Another way to look at Esther is to see it as a conflict between competing
worldviews. One worldview is represented by Haman, who believed in fate

FYR GONASR G2 dzasS GKFG FraS G2 RSadNRe KA

belief in fate pervaded the ament world except for Israel, and it formed the

basis for the astrology, omens, and magical practices that are so strongly
condemned in the Old Testament. Many aspects of these ancient pagan

LIN) OGAOSa IINS o0SAy3a NBOJAGDSR héwarel & | yR
anything but new!

By contrast, the Biblical worldview knows nothing of fatalism. God is the Lord
of history, although he has made men responsible for their decisions and
actions. God is in control, and history moves toward the goal that God has
marked. Esther can be seenasonflict between this Biblical worldview and

| FYFyQa FrLalFtAaYd
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When was Esther written?

There are no prophecies in the book that would preclude the book from having

been written after a certain date. All we can say with absolute certainty is that

AG 61 a oNARGGSY 0SG6SSYy | NRdzyR ncp ./ 00K
AD 70 (when Josephusciuded the events of Esther in Msitiquitiesbook).

There is some evidence that Esther was translated into Greek by Lysimachus,

which could move the endpoint of that range to 76 BC or possibly to 112 BC.

Can we narrow that range even further?

Most modern scholars date the book to the third century BC during the Greek
rule in Palestine. Others, however, have pointed to evidence that Esther was
written at a much earlier date. Some, for example, argue that the language
used to describe dates inthsr points to a late fifth century date.

Also, the lack of any reference to Greek culture suggests that the book was
written during or before the first half of the fourth century BC (around 330 BC
or earlier). There are no words of Greek origin, but many words of Persian
origin. Further, the booklisplays an accurate knowledge of life in Susa during
the time of Xerxes, which also points to an early date.

Linguistics is one way of dating a text. We can tell today pretty quickly whether
'y 9y3ftrak GSEG ¢61& 6NAGGSY Ay (GKS mpnnaQ
looking at the words that are used, how they are spelled, and how they are
arranged in sentenced.he same is true with ancient texts. For Esther, these
FFEOG2NR LRAYG (G2 Iy SIFENIeé RFGS F2N GKS
in Esther 9:9 is named Vaizatha.
G¢KS RALKGK2Y3T WIAQ aKATOUSR (2 WwSQ 0SidsSS
Artaxerxes |. '[his indicgtes :[hat 'Ehe name transmitted in Esther is strikingly
2fR YR |dzZiKSYUAO®dE¢
It is probably besto date Esther as being written during the Persian period,
and no later than around 350 BC. As for the human author of the inspired text,
we are not told, but some have suggested Ezra or Mordecai.
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Esther 1:13

Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus, (this is Ahasuerus which
reigned, from India even unto Ethiopia, over an hundred and seven and
twenty provinces:) 2 That in those days, when the king Ahasuerus sat on
the throne of his kingdom, which was in Shan the palace, 3 In the third
year of his reign, he made a feast unto all his princes and his servants; the
power of Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of the provinces, being
before him:

As we discussed, feasting is one of the themes in Esther, and in fact the book

of Esther begins with a feast given by King Xerxes. The events of the banquet

fSIFR (G2 GKS 1Ay3Qa Fy3aSN 3IFLAyad vdzsSSy
departure. That departure setbe stage for Esther to come forth and deliver

her people.

A

+SNAS M 60S3IAya 6AGK GKS LIKNIasS abz2g Al OF
of introduction we find in books such as Joshua and Judges. (Joslqa b:2 &

FFGSNI GKS RSFGK 2F az2aSa GKS aSNBryid 27F G
1:lcab2g | REINUKGI RF W2aKdzq AdG OFYS (G2 LI aaag
G2 LI adé Aad FT2dzyR npo GAYSa Ay (GKS . Ao6f Sc
times. Those who argue that Esther is not historical must admit that the book

presents itself as a history, and they rhesplain why their reasoning as to

Esther would not also mean that Judges and Joshua and the others books

where that phrase occurs are likewise fictional.

Ahasuerus is the Hebrew form of the name of the Persian king called Xerxes |
by the Greeks. We saw him briefly in Ezra 4:6. We also saw him in Daniel 11:2,
where Daniel told us about Xerxes 100 years before Xerxes was born. Xerxes
reigned from 486 to 465@®, and from his father Darius the Great he inherited
the great Persian Empire that extended from India to Ethiopia (as verse 1 tells
us and as history confirms). This was the largest empire known up until that
time.

I NAGAOA FNHdAzS (GKIFG GKS amuHT LINRPGOAYOSaté
Herodotus listed only 20 satrapies. Faimded critics, however, notice that
verse 1 does not say there were 127 satrapies, but rather that there were 127
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LINE DAY OSa 02NJ £ SAIf 2dZNAARAOGAZ2YAEAVLP ¢KS
doubt refers to a subdivision of a satrapy. In Daniel 2:49, the same Hebrew

word refers to the province of Babylon, and in Ezra 2:1 and Nehemiah 7:6 it

refers to the province ofutlea. (Although Daniel does refer to the leaders of

GKS MHn LINP@GAYOSa Fa daaliNIL&EE AY cYM®DPO
Daniel and Esther, | could point you to any number of sources that say the

United States has 48 states!

hyS AYyGSNBaAGAy3d adaA3ISaGA2Yy ¢l a GKFEG MuT
SYGANB SINIKX 60SAy3a | O2YO0AYylLGA2y 2F wMH
number of completeness), and 7 (the number of perfection). But | think we

must reject that option beause Esther is a historical text that is not presented

using apocalyptic language. Although apocalyptic language is properly
interpreted by assuming the language is figurative unless forced to do
otherwise, historical narrative is properly interpreted aoding to the

opposite rule. There is no reason to understand 127 here as a figurative

number. (Be very careful of commentaries that try to read something mystical

or figurative into every number they encounter.)

Susa (Shushan in the KJV) had been the capital of ancient Elam. Darius | rebuilt
it and used it as his main residence before he moved his capital to Persepolis.
Xerxes also had is main residence at Persepolis, but he lived in Susa during the
winter. Daniebpreviously had a vision at Susa (Daniel 8:2), and later Nehemiah
g2dzZ R ASNWS Ay {dzal | & OdzLlo Sl NBNJ G2

Xerxes ascended to the throne in 486 BC at the age of 32. The third year of his
reign was 483 BC, a few years before his famous expedition against the Greek
mainland. Rulers used banquets to show their greatness and to reward their
loyal subjects. Herodotudescribed banquets with 15,000 guests. The Assyrian
king Ashurnazirpal once gave a feast with nearly 70,000 guests.

At the Louvre Museum in Paris (as shown on the handout) you can see a large
column and part of a wall covered with manglored mosaics from the palace
and the great banquet hall built by Darius in Sgge same place where many
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of these events took place. These items were likely seen by Nehemiah and
Esther.

+SNES o NBFSNAR (G2 at SNEAIF YR aSRAIFE& NI
2NRSNAYy3I |ddSada G2 (GKS 06221Qa KAAUGZ2NAOL
the Medes had been the dominant partner. Cyrus won the allegiance of both

nations and united them becee his father was Persian and his mother was a

Mede. By the time of Xerxes, Persia was the dominant partner within the joint

empire.

As we saw, Verse 3 gives us a time frame for the events in this first clgapter

GKS GKANR &SIN 2F - SNE Boleal sy Ihgitd 2 S 1y 2
. SNES&Q OFYLI A3Iya |3IFLAyald G(KS DNBS1a& oS3
ended four years after thisme. When we get to Esther 2:16, we will see that
9aiKSNRa NBAIY a vdzSSy o6S3ly Ay GKS 10K
unexplained gap of 4 years between Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 fits perfectly with

0KS SOARSYOS 27T - SNIebki 0 maylalddlekplaidwhat! I Ay a i
we saw about Xerxes in Ezra £& ! YR Ay (GKS NBA3IYy 2F | KI &
beginning of his reign, wrote they unto him an accusation against the
AYKFEOoOAGLIyGa 2F WdzRIFIK yR WSNHzalFf Syde b2i
beginnhg of his reign and that no response is recorded. Perhaps that is

because Xerxes was not around to give a response but instead was off fighting

the Greeks.

Verses 13 thus provide the setting and the time frame for the events that will
follow: the Persian court in Susa in the fifth century BC.
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LESSON 18

Esther 1:48

4 When he shewed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the honour of his
excellent majesty many days, even an hundred and fourscore days. 5 And
when these days were expired, the king made a feast unto all the people
that were present in Shushan the palat®th unto great and small, seven
RFedaz Ay GKS O2dzNIi 2F GKS 3 NRSYy 2F GKS
green, and blue, hangings, fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to
silver rings and pillars of marble: the beds were of gold and silpen a
pavement of red, and blue, and white, and black, marble. 7 And they gave
them drink in vessels of gold, (the vessels being diverse one from another,)
and royal wine in abundance, according to the state of the king. 8 And the
drinking was according tihhe law; none did compel: for so the king had
appointed to all the officers of his house, that they should do according to
SOSNE YIyQa LIX SI ad2NBo

Verses 48 tell us about the splendor of King Xerxes.

t SNEAFQa ¢SHfGK FYR YFIYyAFAOSYOS S@GSy AYL
than 100 years later, Alexander entered this same palace and found 1200 tons

of gold and silver bullion and 270 tons of gold coins. Excavations at Susa

between 1884 and 1886 dug upany treasures from this very same palace,

and they are now displayed at the Louvre in Paris (as shown on our handout

from last week).

The same critics who complain about the 127 provinces in verse 1 also
complain about the 18@ay banquet in verse 4. But, again they need to read
more carefully before they start griping. Verse 4 does not say that the banquet
lasted 180 days. The feastetf as verse 5 tells us, lasted only 7 days.

Most likely, Xerxes had some sort of public event that lasted 180 days. And
those six months may have been a time of planning for the military campaign

against the Greeks, which would explain why the nobles and princes of Persia
and Media were before Xersan verse 3.
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In fact, turning to Herodotus, this banquet corresponds well with the great war

counsel of 483 BC. In Book 7Tdfe Histories Herodotus writes:
6! TGSNI GKS O2yljdzSad 2F 938l 6KSYy KS sl a
the expedition against Athens, Xerxes called a conference of the leading
men of the country, to find out their attitude towards the war and explain
G2 GKSY KA&a 26y 6AaKSa®E

Herodotus records the following words of Xerxes at that counsel, which may

have been spoken at the same banquet described here in Esther:
GC2NJ GKAa OFdzaS L KI@S y2¢ adzyY2ySR e2dz 0
82dz Y& LlzN1lJ2 aSo¢

Xerxes then proceeded to describe the upcoming Greek invasion, and he told

the leading men that they would receive lavish gifts in exchange for their

support.

If this is what was going on at this banquet, then it was important that Xerxes
display his wealth and power to convince everyone that he would make good
on his promises. And anyone who made Xerxes look powerless before this
important audience would defitely make the king very angry. (But who
would ever do that!)

Verses 6/ emphasize the incredible luxury of the Persian palace.

| SNPR20Gdza NBflFiSa Iy AYyOARSyd GKIFIG 200dz
Greece in which the king left one of his tents behind in an abandoned camp.

The Greeks were astonished to find gold and sibarchesin the tent, and

they wondered what such a rich Persian king would want with Greece!

CKS g2NR UGNl yatriSR aSRAOGE 2NJ atlgé Ay |
and each time it refers to a royal decree.

I+

SNES vy o0S3Aya fAGSNIrftexr a!yR GKS RNAyY A
0S y2 NBAUNIAYAYyIdeE ! adztte  G2FradyYradidse
to drink, but here the people could drink whenever they pleased. This detail
suggests that the banat was not only luxurious but was also licentious. We
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are reminded of the drunken banquet in Daniel 5 that preceded the fall of
Babylon to Persia, and now we see a drunken banquet preceding Persia’s failed
campaign against Greece.

So, as we will often do, let's pause and ask whether and how these opening
verses are emphasizing the key themes of the baekersal and feasting.

The feasting theme is easy to spot, but what about the reversal theme? Can
we see that theme in these opening verses? And the answer is yes.

Everyone who read Chapter 1 originally knew as they read how these events
were going to turn out for the great king Xerxesis campaign against the
Greeks was a total failure! They would have known that Xerxes returned from
that campaign four years latevith depleted power and a depleted treasury.
Thisunstatedreversal in Chapter 1 sets the stage for the other reversals that
will follow in the book of Esther.

¢CKS 06221 2F 9aiGKSNJ O2dz R KI @S Slraife o6S3
REFSHGS o6dzi Al RAR y200 LyadsStR (KS 0221
wealth and power. Why? Perhaps because it better shows the theme of

reversal.

And there is one more hint of reversal in these opening verses. This elaborate
description of a foreign palace is unusual in the Bible. Only the description of
the first temple receives similar treatment. But that first temple had been
destroyed and nowaebuilt in a much less grand manner. Perhaps the book of
Esther wants the reader to see the beauty of the first temple as having been
moved to Persia, along with the people of God. If so, then we are being
reminded of yet another humiliating reversal.

So perhaps these opening verses are very subtly showing us two rewversals
the reversal of Xerxes and Persia regarding the failed Greek invasion, and the
reversal of God's own people as they and the beauty of their temple had been
carried off to Persia.
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Esther 1:9

9 Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the women in the royal house
which belonged to king Ahasuerus.

For those who may have wondered whether feasting was really a theme of
this book, note that we have now had two feasts in the first 9 verses.

+SNES ¢ GStfta dza Fo62dzi vdzSSy =zl aKGAQA
tells us that she had liberty to make such decisions and to take such actions.
We will later see Queen Esther exercising similar powers.

These opening verses show the King and the Queen acting separately, which
perhaps foreshadows the trouble that will soon come between them.

Women were present at royal Persian banquets, but typically the men and
women were separated once the drinking started. Only the concubines were
left for entertainment after the other women had left. Josephus explains

+ aKGAQa dzLJO2 YA yel relictuia ta Brenk/thisiplotodalf & | &

And who is Vashti? As we discussed at length in the introduction, | think the
most likely answer is that Vashti from the book of Esther is the same person
as Amestris, the person that Herodotus identifies as the queen and the mother
of the next king, Artaerxes. But, as we also discussed, if that is correct, then
Vashti was evil and vengeful, which may cause us to change our view of Vashti
(which is otherwise based entirely on this one event in her life).

Esther 1:1612

10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he
commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and
Carcas, the seven chamberlains that served in the presence of Ahasuerus

the king, 11 To bring Vashti the queerfdre the king with the crown royal,

to shew the people and the princes her beauty: for she was fair to look on.

MH . dzi G0KS 1jdzSSy +FaKiA NBFdzaSR G2 02YS |

chamberlains: therefore was the king very wroth, and his anger bumed i
him.
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Verses IMH RS&aONRARO6S I O2YYFYR FTNRY GUKS YAy3
that command.

To understand the undercurrents of versesl® we need to remember the
purpose of this great feast. Verse 4 tells us that Xerxes wanted to display his
splendor and glory, and most likely that was to gain support for his campaign
against the Greeks. Theautiful Queen Vashti wearing her royal crown would
have been seen as a living trophy of the king's splendor and glory, and so he
wanted to show her off.

Why did the king send seven eunuchs ("chamberlains” in the KJV) to go and
get the queen?

The eunuch part is sedfxplanatory, but why seven? Some suggest that seven
may have been needed to carry her while she was seated in her royal litter. In
any event, they are listed by name in verse 10 for a reggbeir names serve

to verify this histoical record of the event.

Herodotus tells us something interesting about the Persian view of alaphol
the Persians drank as they deliberated matters of state:
Ga2NB2@3SNI Al Aada OGKS t SNEAFYyaQe Odadzy G2
matters when they are drunk, and what they approve in their counsels is
proposed to them the next day by the master of the house where they
deliberate, when they are now sober and ifibg sober they still approve it,
they act thereon, but if not, they cast it aside. And when they have taken
counsel about a matter when sober, they decide upon it when they are
RNXzy | ®¢
The ancients believed that intoxication put them in closer touch with the
spiritual world. If Herodotus was correct, then drinking would have been an
SaasSyiaAalt St SYSyicwhithisy& AdbtReaistoricdl fiddt O2 dzy & S f
that we find in the book bEsther.

A key event in the entire book occurs in verse¢lQueen Vashti refuses to
come before Xerxes, the most powerful person on earth at that time. And the
guestion is ... why? Why did the queen refuse the king's order?

Page 204 of 456
www. ThyWordIsTruth.com
www.FulshearChurchOfChrist.org



http://www.thywordistruth.com/
http://www.fulshearchurchofchrist.org/

Why? That is a question we will ask many times in our study of this ook
gKEK 2KFG gl a GKS LISNE2Y QA Y2U0AQFGA2YyK 2|
or not do something? What was the person thinking? Sometimes in this book,
we are told what someone was thimig, but other times we are not. Vashti
falls in the latter category. We know only what she did; we are not told why
he did it. So, of course, the speculation runs rampant! Here is how one
commentary described the situation:
Gl aKGA O2dzdZ R KIS 06SSy Y2GA0F 4GSR o0& |ye
disdain, dignity, modesty, marital fidelity, love, royal decorum or early
feminism. Any of these motives, or a heady cocktail of them all, could have
prompted her refusal. One thing tertaing refuse she did, and in doing so
she setinmotionanepoeri {1 Ay 3 GNI AYy 2F S@Syiaoé
Heredotus describes another banquet at which the women present were
assaulted by drunken men (5.18). And, as we mentioned earlier, almost any
woman (evil or not) would have been reluctant to appear before a group of
men who had been drinking for seven daysaight.

And yet this was not just any womarthis was the royal wife of King Xerxes

of Persia, the most powerful man on earth. And this was not just any eyent
this was the banquet at which Xerxes was planning his invasion of Greece and
at which he most neededotimpress his princes and generals with his royal
power and authority.

+ AKGA O2dzZ R KINRfé& KIFE@ZS LIAOISR I g2NBRS
again, we must ask, why?

Perhaps she was opposed to the Greek invasion, and rightly so as it would later
turn out!

Perhaps there was a conflict between the royal command and existing Persian

law or custom. Josephus suggests that Vashti refused to appear before the

1AYy3a a2dzi 2F NBIAFNR (G2 GKS tlF¢a 2F (GKS t
4SSy o0& aiNHtegsASHE P ! yi Al dzA
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The answer the Jewish rabbis offered is that the king wanted Vashti to appear
naked before him. To reach that conclusion, they add a single word to verse
11, so that instead of reading "to bring Vashti the queen before the king with
the crown royal," itmstead reads "to bring Vashti the queen before the king
with only the crown royal!" However, we interpret verse 11, we do know that
coming before the princes to show them her beauty would have meant coming
unveiled. So modesty could have been a motivagwen absent the rather
lurid suggestion of the Jewish rabbis.

Jewish legends over the years have added quite a bit to the events in Chapter
1. Even the explanation that Vashti had been commanded to appear unclothed
did not satisfy all the Rabbis. Some of them could not see why such a
shameless creature as Vashti {asy considered her) should be unwilling to
come even in that condition.

In Jewish legend, Vashti is sometimes said to have resisted appearing because

the angel Gabriel, to effect the salvation of the Jews, had afflicted her with

leprosy. Jewish tradition also depicts Vashti as the granddaughter of
Nebuchadnezzar and daughterf ®elshazzar. Jewish lore further views

+| AKGAQa 26y o0l yljdzsSi ICaKBAYEBRSABDIKAIBEA
captives being used as insurance that their husbands not rebel against Xerxes.

None of that is in the text.

We should also mention one intriguing theory that was discussed earlier.
Vashti may have refused to appear at the drunken banquet when ordered to
do so by Xerxes because she was pregnant at the time with Artaxerxes, who
later became the next king. We kndhat Artaxerxes was eighteen when he
came to the throne in around 465 BC, which would mean that he was born in
483 BC, shortly after the lavish banquet we see here.

l'a ¢S aGNMza3IES G2 02YS dzlJ 6AGK | Y2UAQI 0
before the king, we should step back and ask a broader questiofi & | NBy Q1

we given her motivation? Why is the text silent on that key question? Anyone

reading Chapter 1 would natally be puzzled by her response and would
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$2YyRSN) gKé &aKS RAR ¢gKIG aAKS RAR® 2Keé R2S
Esther certainly provides motivations elsewher@hy not here?

¢tKS 0221 2F 9&40GKSNI A&  (SEG0221 2Y RADAYy
LINE A RSYOS 42N]Jad ! yR ¢gKIGd 6S FAYR A& (K
through human behavior, and we see here that that behavior can flow from

even the most ambiguous and caised of motives. One seemingly

insignificant event leads to another in the opening chapters of Esther, and in

that mysterious chain of human actions the promise of the covenant made

long before between God and his people is upheld and fulfilled.

It is telling that the book of Esther does not begin with Mordecai or Esther. It
does not begin by retelling the history of the Jews. It begins instead with the
Persian king Xerxes, who neither knew nor worshiped God. A completely
pagan king decides for pely worldly reasons to give a banquet. On the last
day of the banquet, he decides to treat the men of his empire to a good look
at his beautiful Queen Vashti. She decides not to obey him. He decides. He
decides. She decides. With these decisions, thisigmf foreigners sets in
motion a chain of events that takes on a life of its own. Why? Because God
used that chain of events to bring about good things for his people. And do
we think God is no longer doing that?

But back to our questong K& | NBy Qi ¢S G(G2fR GKSANI Y2i
+ AKGAQa Y2UAQlL0A2ya |INS ANNBtSOLyaod | ¢
irrelevant. Was Vashti courageous? Was Vashti modest? Was the king cruel?

It matters not. God would use their dsedns and their actions to bring about

good things for his people without regard to their motivations.

The events in the book of Esther provide an example of the great promise in
Romans828a! yR ¢S (y2¢ GKIFG Fff OGKAYy3IEA &2NJ
GKFG f20S D2RT (G2 GKSY ¢gK2 FNB (GKS OFtf SF
We often talk about God opening doors for us, but it is interesting to think that

we also open doors for God. We have free will, so we can decide to open door
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A or open door B. Whichever door we choose, for good or evil, God can turn
our decision into something good.

A

LayQid GKIG SEIFIOGte 6KIFG KFLLWSYSR 6AGK W23

Genesis50:2q¢a . dzii & F2NJ e2dzZ &S (K2dzAKG SOAf |
AU dzyu2 3F22RXZ U2 ONAyYy3 02 LIJaaz la AU Aa
Joseph's brothers made an evil choice, but God turned their bad choice into
something good for his people. Their evil choice opened a door for God to do
something wonderful. Had that door not been opened, God would have used
something else or someone else accomplish his plans, but that particular
open door allowed God to use Joseph for that purpose.

We see a very subtle message in these vecdbess allpowerful king was not
in charge!

2S 4SS OSNEB SINIe Ay GKAa 0221 |y lFyasgSN
OKII NHSK ! yR ¢gK2 aKz2dzZ R 0S 20S@SRX FyR i
more than just providing an explanation for why Esther would soon enter the

scene. These verses areaihowing us a glimpse of a central question in this

book.Who is really in charge€ould it be that the one who is really in charge

is not even named anywhere in this book of Esther?

Verse 12 tells us that King Xerxes became enraged. One reason for his great
wrath was no doubt because the refusal had occurred in front of his officers
and nobles. He needed his men to obey his commands as they went to war,
but in his own palace he coulebt even get his own wife to obey him! We see

in these opening verses the inner weakness of what was outwardly the most
powerful empire on earth.

hyS NBlFazy =+l AaKGAQa RSOAA&AA2Y (221 &dzOK O:
what kind of man Xerxes was. History records a number of events attesting to

. SNES&EQ AyaldloAftAader y2i0 GKS tSrad 2F 6KA
That strange event isascribed as follows in a 1913 text by Ellis and Horne:
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G5F NAdza 61+ & ddd adzOOSSRSR o0& KAa &az2y - SNE
Greece was carried to a disastrous climax. Xerxes was accounted the

handsomest man of his time, but proved also the most feeble; he was as

idle and foolish as his father had been activel avise. Inexperienced in

warfare, Xerxes planned an expedition of numbers so vast that he expected

them completely to overwhelm the rebellious Greeks. It was not easy for a

Persian army to travel all the way to faff Greece, and Xerxes was weary

of the march before it was well begun. When at length his forces reached

the strait which separates Asia from Europe, a bridge of ships was built

from shore to shore. A storm swept this away, and Xerxes showed his petty

wrath by commanding his soldiers to givetbea three hundred lashes

with whips, as if it had been a human slave. He also had a set of fetters

thrown into the water as a symbol of its bondage to him. After this

punishment, though possibly not because of it, the sea behaved better; the

bridgeofsh LJA KSf R FANXYZ YR -SNES&a SyiSNBR 9dz

Herodotus tells us that Xerxes once beheaded the men building a bridge during
his Greek campaign simply because a storm delayed its completion. And this
was the person whom Vashti openly defied and embarrassed! Again, | think
this is very strong evidendbat Vashti and Amestris are one and the same
person, and that she was pregnant with the royal heir at the time of these
events. She knew the king would not harm her.

As | mentioned in our introduction, while we often view Vashti as noble and

heroic, that is not the case with all commentators. Many ancient Jewish and
Christiansources paint Vashti as a wicked and rebellious woman for refusing

to obey her husband. Even Martin Luther used Vashti as a negative example in

KAada SoNAGAYy3Ia 062dzi RAG2NOSE dzNBAYy3I Kdzaol
9aUGKSN) FyR f Si avémokelioisay®Bodidivowe véhenawg f £ K

get back to the book of Ezra!)

Esther 1:1315

13 Then the king said to the wise men, which knew the times, (for so was

GKS 1Ay3Qa YIYYSNI G26FNR +ft OGKFG 1ySe €I
unto him was Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and

Memucan, the seven princes of PersiRana SRA I = gKAOK &l g GKS 1.
face, and which sat the first in the kingdom;) 15 What shall we do unto the

gueen Vashti according to law, because she hath not performed the

commandment of the king Ahasuerus by the chamberlains?
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In verses 1345, the King discusses the problem with his counselors. It was
customary for a Persian king to have such counselors, and it was also
customary to sometimes have them killed when they angereddas Darius

Il and Cambyses are both known toveadone.

¢CKFd GKSasS aS@gSy O2dzyaSt2NB aalg GKS (Ay3
I 00S&aa G2 GKS (Ay3Id | SNPR20Gdza RSAONAROSR
enter the palace unannounced, except when the king was in bed with a

62Ylye o6odynuvd

+SNES wmn GSffa dzaa GKIG GKSasS O2dzyaSt2NR «a
they were highest in the kingdom. That description was likely literal as well as

figurative ¢ they likely always sat next to the king at state occasions or

banquets, as they sn to have been doing at this banquet. Ezra 7:14 also

aLSlr1a 2F GKS ({Ay3aQa aS@Sy O2dzyaSt2NBRO®

Verse 13 says that they knew the times, which means that they used astrology

and other forms of divination. Again, we see our big question in verse 13,

G2 K2 Aa NBFIffte Ay OKIFNHSKé La Al FIFdSK
determined by the stars? Or ikere a greater power involved? Perhaps the

one who created those stars! What we see in this verse is the collision of world

views that we discussed in the introduction.

2 KFG Oy ¢S aleé Foz2dzi G0KS ylIYSa Ay OSNAS
¢CFNEKAAGKEZ aSNBaz al NESYl X IyR aSyYdzOl yKé t
in verse 16, but the others do not. Why are we given all of their names? (And

remember that we were also givedhe names of the seven eunuchs back in

verse 10.) Why?

First and foremost, as we also said for verse 10, having these specific names
certainly adds to the historical nature of the text. In fact, the first name,
Carshena, has been found at Persepolis in the Fortification Tablets.

All of the names seem to be Persian, and that may suggest a second reason
why we are given the list of names. One commentator suggests that the very
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az2zdzyR 2F (KSa F2NBAIY yIYSa g2dd R KI @S
YR a2 GKS tAad YlLe KFr@S o0SSy 3IAGSy G2 |
OK2NHzaé¢ | RGAaAAY3A GKS ({Ay3Id ob2i 2yfeé R2 &
palace, but we see his gromb seven esteemed advisers: Doc, Sleepy, Dopey,

Grumpy, Happy, Bashful and Sneezy!) There is certainly an aspect of humor
and mockery here when it comes to great king Xerxes, as we will continue to
see as the chapter continues.

In verse 15, the king asks these seven counselors what he should do with the
rebellious Queen Vashti.
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LESSON 19

Esther 1:1618

16 And Memucan answered before the king and the princes, Vashti the

gueen hath not done wrong to the king only, but also to all the princes, and

to all the people that are in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus. 17 For

this deed of the queen shall conaéroad unto all women, so that they shall

despise their husbands in their eyes, when it shall be reported, The king

Ahasuerus commanded Vashti the queen to be brought in before him, but

she came not. 18 Likewise shall the ladies of Persia and Mediaisaath

dzyd2 Iff GKS ({Ay3dQad LINAYyOSar 6KAOK KI @S K
shall there arise too much contempt and wrath.

Verseslavy RSaONAROS (GKS &ASNA2dzaySaa 2F Il akKia/

We have already noted that, unlike some other books in the Old Testament,
the book of Esther is driven primarily through narration than through dialogue.
aSYdzOl yQa I R@ROsStheAayfestbdkibiRligect speech in the
chapter and one of theatgest in the entire book.

aSYdzOlys 2yS 2F (KS {{Ay3aQa aSgSy | ROAaz2NA
just against the king but also against all husbands. When the word gets out

Fo2dzi ¢KI O +lFaKGA KFa R2ySsT Ad gAatt Ol d
Kdzaol yRa Ay GKSANI SeSaopé

This answer was clever because it relieved the king from a charge that he was
acting out of personal animosity. Instead, the king was acting on behalf of
husbands everywhere! What could be more noble! Memucan has elevated the
1AYy3Qa YL NA G hafiondldN@sb t SY Ayda2 |

And the Rabbis, as they so often did, had an additional explanation for
aSydzOlyQa LXIyd | OO2NRAY3I G2 NIO6O6AYAO (NI
problems with his own disobedient wife at home, and he saw this event as an

opportunity to bring her into line!
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solve. The fear in verse 17 is that women everywhere will learn what the queen

has done, and that will cause them to follow her bad example. So it would

seem that any plan shadilbe primarily concerned with keeping news of this

event under tight control so that no one learns about what the queen has

R2y So La GKFG GKS LXLFYy 6S NS [o2dzi G2 3

Esther 1:1922

19 If it please the king, let there go a royal commandment from him, and let

it be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes, that it be not

altered, That Vashti come no more before king Ahasuerus; and let the king

give her royal estate unto attoer that is better than she. 20 And when the

1Ay3dQa RSONBS 4KAOK KS aklff YIS akKrkff o
empire, (for it is great,) all the wives shall give to their husbands honour,

both to great and small. 21 And the saying pleased the &mbthe princes;

and the king did according to the word of Memucan: 22 For he sent letters

Ayiaz Fftf GKS {Ay3aQa LINPOAYyOSaz Ayild2 SOSNE
thereof, and to every people after their language, that every man should

bear rule in himwn house, and that it should be published according to the

language of every people.

Verses1HH RSAONAROGS G(GKS vdzZSSyQa LlzyAaKYSyd |y

For her punishment, Vashti would lose her royal position and never again be
allowed to come before the king.

aleéea GGKIG Ay FakKGAQa LX I O8
GAOS (GKIFG F2NJ GKS FANBG GAYS
+ AKGAE AYy OSNES wmpod { KS KI

+SNES Mo Ff &
GKFYy aKSoé¢ b2i
G2 airAvyLie la a

¢tKS ANNBG20Fo0AfAGE 2F GKS (1Ay3aQa O2YYIl YR
Daniel 6, where Dariug¢t- SNES&EQ Fl G KSNE 51 NAdza (GKS DNJ
by his administrators into issuing an irrevocable decree forbidding prayer.

As we discussed in the introduction, many critics complain that there is no
evidence of such irrevocable decrees outside of the Bible. As one noted:

LG Aa KFENR (G2 O2yOSA@S 2F | tS8S3art aeadsSy
emendation of its laws. Furthermore, there is no attestation of such an idea
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in any Persian source. Nor is there any mention of it in Greek sources,

which presumably would not hesitate to point out peculiarities in the

Persian way of doing things, as they do when“they mock the splendor of the

t SNEALFY O2dzNI3X F2NJ SEIF YL Soé
CKIG O2YYSydlF 2N adzZa3asSada GKIFIG GKS 62NR
OGNy yatlFidSR aiNIyaaINBaaSRZ¢ FyR (KIFIG GKS A
will see later was irrevocable only in the sense that once the order had gone
out to all the provinceshte damage could not be undone because there was
no mechanism for recalling the decree. But that explanation would not explain

the events in Daniel 6.

And there are some other big problems with that commentator. First,
complaining that there is no evidence outside the Bible ignores the fact that
the Bible itself is evidence. In fact, Esther is perhaps the best source of
evidence that we have for what wgsing on in Persia at this particular period

of time. And Daniel is also evidence. Itis illogical to ignore the Biblical evidence
of irrevocable Persian laws.

And, second, as for the Greeks not mentioning the irrevocable laws, that is not

a certainty at all. As we saw in the introduction, Herodotus confirmed that King

. SNES& o6l & a02YLISttSRé o0& KAa 26y fl gad 5
not alter thoselaws? Otherwise, how could those laws compel him? If the king

was the law (as with most ancient and modern despots), then how could the

king be compelled by the law? And even if the Greeks did not mention it, that

does not prove it did not exist. Ithard to know what the Greeks did not tell

us!

Also, we have already seen an example in Ezra 4:21 where a royal decree was
carefully worded in such a way so as to permit its changed that sort of
careful wording may explain why this was not often an issue. Perhaps the
problem arose only witthastily created laws, which certainly describes the
irrevocable decrees in Esther and Daniel. (Even today we have some
experience with hastily created legislation that is seemingly irrevocable.)
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was the problem that this irrevocable law was intended to address? The

problem was the the king did not want anyone to hear about what the queen

had done to him. Is that what thisew law prevents? No. In fact the reverse is

true - the new law from the king ends up publicizing his embarrassing plight to

the entire empire! Afraid that all women of the empire would hear about what

Vashti had done, the king ends up sending a dispatduiaber defiance to

every province in the empire!

Did the powerful king see the foolishness of this advice from his wise men?
b2® IS RAR y2i® +SNAS Hum alea dGdKFGd adkKS
LINAYy OSade ¢KSe Iff OGKAYy]l AG &az2dzyRa tfA1S

YR 6KIG Fo2dzi FaK_iAQa LldzyAakKYSyd F2N y
king? Her punishment is that she is not allowed to appear before the king! As
one commentator described it:

a UKS @SNE Kdz

GaSydzOFyoa | RGAOS - 0S
+| &K NREY R2Ay3a LINBOAAS

I 6
YR LINBOSYa 2

t
t
But perhaps the punishment was appropriate: If the Queen will not come

when summoned, then let her never come ever again!

And note that there is no careful wording in this decree that would prevent it
from being irrevocable. In fact, Memucan wants to be sure that the decree is
irrevocable. He stresses in verse 19 that it cannot be altered, and in verse 20
he wants it publishd everywhere, which would really make it hard for the king

to ever change it. Why?

If Vashti was the vengeful Amestris, then no doubt Memucan wanted to make
sure she never regained her power! (But she later did just that when her son
came to power, and so perhaps Memucan later heard from Vashti once again!)

So where are we then with this description of the most powerful person on
earth? | think one commentary answers that question very well:

Page 215 of 456
www. ThyWordIsTruth.com
www.FulshearChurchOfChrist.org



http://www.thywordistruth.com/
http://www.fulshearchurchofchrist.org/

G- SNES&s & ¢S -yiled Gkld, and selfehtdigiisHe A & 6 ST |

and his advisers are a twittery, sitigaded, cowardly lot who need to hide

OSKAYR I flFg (2 NBAYTFT2NDS GKSANI adl Gddza Ay
As we have already noted, Esther is one of the funniest books in the Bible. As
2yS O2YYSyul 2N KFra y2GSRI a¢KS 06221Qa A
A0NY y3IS KIFffYFN]ao®dé

-

dz A& KdzY2NJ [ LILINBLINRFGS Ay | 0221 GKIFG F
people? The simplest answer is that by the time Esther was written, the threat
had passed and all who read it knew of the happy ending.

Another commentary provides a different reason:

G1 dzY2NE S&aLISOALFffe GKS KdzY2NJ 2F NARAOdzZ S3
book teaches us to make fun of the very forces that once threateraatl

will threaten agairg, our existence, and thereby makes us recognize their

triviality as well as their po§ NJb ¢

God laughs at the pretensions of earthly powers.
Psam24a1 S GKIFIG aAdGaSikK Ay (GKS KSI @Sya aklf
GKSY Ay RSNARaAA2YDE
Psam37:1213¢4d ¢ KS 6AO1 SR LX 2GGSGK +F3IFAyad GKS @

him with his teeth. The Lord shall laugh at him: for he seeth that his day is
O2YAYyAbé

Psalm 59:& & . dzi dGK2dzZ h [hw5X &KIFtd €FdaAK Fa GF
KSFGKSY AY RSNRAAZY DE
We see God laughing in the book of Esther! In the context of human fear,
divine laughter breaks the tension. It brings us relief. God will prevail over the
powers of any and every age! The book of Esther reminds us that deliverance
comesfromGodandthdi D2 RQ& LIS2L)X S aKz2dZ R [fél&a o
We can laugh in the face of fear!

But we should pause here and notice something about the author of this book:
this author was very brave! One thing that all despots have in common is that
they do not like being laughed at! Yes, God is not mentioned in this book, but
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do we see God in the mere existence of this book? One commentator thinks
so:
G¢KS aSOdNRA(G& YR O2yFTARSYOS 2F GKS Fdzikz?
on the highest ruler in the contemporary world as well as on the court and
its intrigues, is striking, and witnesses in a totally unconscious way to the
efficacy of faithintheliyf3 D2 Rd¢€
If we are still on the lookout for themes in this book (and we are!), then we
may see another theme here: the theme of excess. In this chapter, we have
seen an excess of power, an excess of possessions, and an excess of drinking.
And here, one woman defeeher husband, and suddenly there is a national
crisis! And the law is not limited to that one woman, but applies to all women
SOSNEGKSNBH [SGQa 06S 2y (GKS f2212dzi F2NJ
excess.

¢tKS O2YYlFYR Ay @OSNARS HH Aad OdzNA2dzad ¢KS
bear rule in his own house, and that it should be published according to the
fly3dzZZ 3S 2F SOSNE LIS2L) Sdé | Y2NB I OOdzNT i
master in his own householdnd speak according to the language of his

LIS2 L Soé

The traditional view is that the king ordered everyone to speak only their
FILOKSNDa yFGAGS tFy3Adza 3S Ay GGKSANI K2dzaS:
odd decree from a Persian king. But the most likely reason for the edict is that

0KS dza S 2 Tgudgk id hisvhorgevas afsign of his leadership, which

fits well with the context of the edict.

Another possibility for this odd requirement is that it addresses a problem
similar to what we see in Nehemiah 13:28, where Jewish men married
foreign wives, and their children could not speak Hebrew. Perhaps the
Persians had a similar problem, busd, there is nothing in the context about

it.

Yet another possibility is that Xerxes was following the lead of Cyrus in
encouraging the development of minority cultures in his empire by allowing
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various languages to be spoken. Support for that view might be found in verse
HHQA NBIdZANBYSyYyid (KIGd G4KS RSONBS 06S LINEJA

A final possibility is that this phrase does not belong here at all, but is the result

2FT aONAKROS oK2 YAadl(1Syte NBO2LIASR G4KS S
GKSANI fFy3dzr 3S¢ GoAO0SPd ¢KS GaONAROGFE SNNEBN
we know it lappened on rare occasion. Support for such having happened

here might come from the Septuagint, which omits that final phrase in verse

22.

So where are we at the end of Chapter 1? Queen Vashti has left the building,
YR KSNJ SEAG KFa LINBLINBR GKS glFe& FT2N &z
to replace her.

G/ KFLWGSNI m SyRa ¢gAGK GKS (Ay3a NHzZ2KAYy3 G2
closes. Within the space of a few verses the high and mighty [Xerxes] has

been defied, manipulated, and roundly humiliated. While this much is

obvious to his advisors, his citizenadanow to us, the readers, [Xerxes]

seems largely out of touch with reality. It is a characteristic that will surface

F3FAY YR F3AFAY Ay &dzoaSldzSyid OKIF LIi SNA ®¢

And what will happen when Esther appears? Will she be obedient to the king?
2 Aff aKS 0S dzyRSNJ KS ({Ay3IQa GKdzYoK 2 Aff

Esther 2:14

After these things, when the wrath of king Ahasuerus was appeased, he

remembered Vashti, and what she had done, and what was decreed against

KSNX» H ¢KSYy alAR (GKS (1Ay3Qa aSNBlIyida GKI G
fair young virgins sought for the kingAnd let the king appoint officers in

all the provinces of his kingdom, that they may gather together all the fair

young virgins unto Shushan the palace, to the house of the women, unto

0KS Odzad2Re 27F |1 S3S GKS 1Ay3aQRt OKI YOSNI I A
their things for purification be given them: 4 And let the maiden which

pleaseth the king be queen instead of Vashti. And the thing pleased the

king; and he did so.

¢KS LIKNI}&asS alF FGSNI 6KSaS GKAy3aég Ay OSNES
these events took place.
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Verse 16 will tell us that Esther came before the king is the seventh year of his
reign, which would be four years after the events in Chapter 1, which Esther
1:3 tells us occurred in the third year of his reign.

. SNES&Q RA&lI&0GNRdza OF YLI A3Jy | Il Ayad GKS I
events. That loss depleted his treasuries and discredited him in the eyes of his
adzo2SOitad | SNPR2(Gdza RS&AONARO6SA (GKS {Ay3aQa
on sensual overindulgee. The king had affairs with the wives of some of his

generals, which, among other things, led to his assassination in his bedroom

in 465 BC, the 2dyear of his reign.

It seems to some from verse 1 that the king regretted his irrevocable decree
against Queen Vashti, but that is not what the text says. It says simply that the
king remembered Vahsti. As one commentary notes, that phrase is
G2y RSNFdzZE £ & | YOATdz2dzAHE

If Vashti was the evil and vengeful Amestris, then perhaps his remembering of
Vashti and what she had done in verse 1 was not entirely a remembrance with
fondness! It may be that after all these events, Xerxes was more than ready
for a new queen! In any ewt, the decree was irrevocable, and so in these
verses we see the beginning of a search for a replacement.

LYy @SNBERS m GKS {Ay3 NBYSYOGOSNER £gKIFG oI &
GKS 1Ay3aQa 26y RSONBSK hNI gla Ad NBFffek
king distancing himself from his own decree and also a subtle reminder that

the decree was notthe klhQa 26y ARSI ® Ly FIL0Gx a 4SS
book, we might start to wonder whether this glbwerful king ever had an

idea all on his own!

Remember that we are on the look out for other examples of the theme of
SEOSaad 2SS RARYQUG KIFEI@S (2 o6FA0 OSNEB f 2y:"
appoint officers inall the provinces of his kingdom, that they may gather
togetheralli KS FF ANJ @2dzy3d GANBAYya dzyi2 { KdzaKI Yy
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The end of verse 3 describes beauty treatments. The Hebrew word for this is
GNHzoOAY3aAZé gKAOK AAd LI NByate I NBETFTSNBy
¢tKS y2dzy [ Oldatte O02YSa FTNRY | @GSNbB YSIyA

If the king had really beefondly remembering Vashti in verse 1, he seems to
KIS 32404GSy 20SNJAG o0& OSNES nY a!yR fSi
queeninstead of Vashti And the thingpleased theking ' YR KS RAR &2 ®¢

On the surface, this search sounds like a beauty contest, but for the women
involved it would not have been a pleasant experience. They were uprooted
FNRY GKSANI K2YS&a FyR (GF1Sy (2 tABS Ay (GKS

A Persian king could have had any woman he wanted, and history tells us
about the suffering the Persian kings caused in satisfying their personal
desires. And the suffering was not limited to women: Herodotus reports that
500 young boys were taken each yead castrated to serve as eunuchs in the
Persian court.

According to Herodotus, Persian kings found their wives from among the noble

families or from among the families of their seven closest advisors. (Perhaps

this explains why those same seven advisors were so eager to see Vashti
banished.)

But Plutarch reports that other Persian kings sometimes married women from
outside those sources, which seems to be what Xerxes was about to do here,
and also what his father Darius the Great had done.

Esther 2:59

5 Now in Shushan the palace there was a certain Jew, whose name was

Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite; 6

Who had been carried away from Jerusalem with the captivity which had

been carried away with Jeconiah kinglalah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the

king of Babylon had carried away. 7 And he brought up Hadassah, that is,

9a0KSNE KAA dzyOf SQa&d RIdAKGISNY F2N) 4KS KIR
maid was fair and beautiful; whom Mordecai, when her father and mother

wereRSTRX (221 F2N) KAa 26y RIFEddZAKIGSND y {2 A
commandment and his decree was heard, and when many maidens were
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gathered together unto Shushan the palace, to the custody of Hegai, that
9AGKSNJ ¢l & OoNRdMzZAKG |faz2 dzydz2z GKS {Ay3aQa K
keeper of the women. 9 And the maiden pleased him, and she obtained
kindness of him; and he speedily gave her tinings for purification, with
such things as belonged to her, and seven maidens, which were meet to be
IAPSY KSNE 2dzi 2F GKS (1Ay3aQa K2dzaSY FyR K
the best place of the house of the women.

We have a shift in scene in verse 5. Suddenly we are reading, not about the

great and powerful king, but about two obscure Jews living nearby.

The Jews are mentioned for the first time in verse 5, and it is interesting that

they are spoken of in the third persond G KSNBE 61 & | OSNIFAYy W
commentator suggests that while the inspired author was a Jew, he wrote the

book as though it were a Pgan court chronicle written by a nelew. If so,

that might help explain some of the other unique features of the book.

¢CKS LIKNI&S GoK2 KFER 0SSy OFNNRARSR F¢gl& TN
which had been carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom
bSo6dzOKIFIRYSTTFENIGKS 1Ay3 2F . loetz2y KIFR Ol
source of some controversy. Why? Because dhient referenced in verse 6

occurred in 597 BC, which would make Mordecai over 120 years old if he was

the one who had been carried away.

The most common solution is to read verse 6 as referring not to Mordecai but

instead to Kish, the great grandfather of Mordecai. That solves the
OKNRyYy2f23A0If LINRofSYZ o0dzi O2YYSydl NARSa a
no means the natural interpretatiod ¥ G KS | SONBs aeyidl Eoé

Another way to address the difficulty is to read verse 6 as applying to

Mordecai, but to be saying that Mordecai had been carried away in the person

2T KAa F2NBFIFIIKSNY ¢KIFG A&aX 6KSY YAaKk
descendants had also been carried gwancluding those, such as Mordecai,

who were born in captivity.

But why does the text go to such lengths to connect Mordecai with these
particular ancestors? Becausemething very subtle is going on here in the
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GSEGP ¢KS ylLYSa Ay a2NRSOIFIAQa 3ASySttz3e
immediately associate Mordecai with King Saul, another Benjaminite: Kish was

the father of Saul (1 Samuel %10 = +F yR { KAYSA gt a GKS YlIy ¥
who cursed David when he fledo Absalom (2 Samuel 16:5). Why is that

association with King Saul important? We will answer that question when we

meet Haman.

¢CKS FILOG GKFG a2NRSOFAQa TFlLYAfte sl a al|
implies that his family most likely belonged to the upper classes of Jewish
society.

And we see some subtle foreshadowing in verse 83 6 KSNR&a Tl YAt @& K
previously been carried away or removed. In fact, the Hebrew text uses
GFrNAIFGA2ya 2F GKS NR20G 62NR GNBY2@S¢ o3l
about to be removed again? Will shecome a double exile?

¢tKS . Foef2yAlyYy yIYS a2NRSOFA o0aYly 2F al N
god of the Babylon pantheon. If Mordecai also had a Hebrew name, we do not

know it. Recall that Daniel and his three friends had both Hebrew and

Babylonian names.

Is there any evidence outside the Bible of Mordecai? Perhaps. In a text from

the last years of Darius | or the early years of Xerxes that was discovered in

1904 at Persepolis, archaeologists found a reference to a man named

Gal NRdz] I ¢ ¢K2 gl a |y I002dzyiulyd 2y |y Ay
suggest this accountant was none other than Mordecai.

In verse 7, we finally meet Esther. Mordecai had adopted his cousin Esther
because her parents were dead.

Esther is the only person in the book with two names given in the book. We
already know that it was common for Jews to have both a Hebrew name as
well as a name from the culture in which they were living. Hadassah means
myrtle, and Esther may be the Pergia 4 2 NR F2NJ dadl NEE 2N Ad Y
transliteration of Ishtar, the Babylonian goddess of love and war. The root
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Hebrew word for Esther means concealed or hidden. By mentioning both of

her names, the text may be stressing that Esther was a woman with two
ARSY(GAGASasY 2yS 2F 4KAOK 61 a KARRSYy® a{K
Kdzyot S 1 SoONBg Tt 2gSNWDE

If Mordecai refers to the false god Marduk and if Esther refers to the false god
LAKGEFNE GKSy LISNKFLE GKS GSEG A& F3ALAY | &
Will Mordecai turn to Marduk for help? Will Esther turn to Ishtar for help? Or

will they insteal turn to the one true God who is not named anywhere in this

0221K !'yR GKSNBE Aa a2YS ANRye& Ay (G(KS NBal
for the false gods of Babylon and Persia.

| 26 Ylyeée 62YSYy 6SNB oONRdAdzZAKG o06SFTF2NB GKS
Josephus says there were 400.

¢CKS LIKNI}IasS a9aidKSNIIftaz2z gla GlF1Syé¢ ada3asSa
a given a choice. Although the passive voice does not require that
interpretation, the same passive voice is used in verse 6 to describe the

captives who were carried away fromrdsalem. The passive voice is used

quite often in Esther, most likely to stress that the characters are for the most

part caught up in events over which they lack control.

There is a strong note of irony in verse 9. The man who was pleased by Esther
YR ¢K2asS Tl @2N aKS g2y ¢l a |1 S3IFAT GKS 1.
204SNWWSR:E a93ai0KSNRa oSlhdzié ¢l a 20SNBKSE YA

Some wonder why Esther apparently did not protest eating the unclean food
as Daniel did. Although the text gives no direct answer, we will see an indirect
answer in verse 10Esther had been instructed not to disclose her identity as
a Jew.
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LESSON 20

Esther 2:1614

10 Esther had not shewed her people nor her kindred: for Mordecai had

charged her that she should not shew it. 11 And Mordecai walked every day

0ST2NBE (GKS O2dzNli 2F GKS ¢2YSyQa K2dzaSz (2
should become of her. 12 Now whenevafy A RQa GdzNy g+ a 02YS G2

to king Ahasuerus, after that she had been twelve months, according to the

manner of the women, (for so were the days of their purifications

accomplished, to wit, six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with

sweet odoursand with other things for the purifying of the women;) 13

Then thus came every maiden unto the king; whatsoever she desired was

IAPSY KSNJ (2 32 6AGK KSNJ 2dzi 2F GKS K2dzAS
house. 14 In the evening she went, and on the morrowrsligrned into

GKS a4SO02yR K2dzaS 2F G(GKS 42YSy>x (2 (GKS Odza
chamberlain, which kept the concubines: she came in unto the king no

more, except the king delighted in her, and that she were called by name.

We are not told why Mordecai told Esther to conceal her identity, even though
it would almost certainly require her to compromise her fidelity to the Law.
(Daniel, for example, did not conceal his identity, but rather seems to have
proclaimed it to everyoa who would listen.)

Some suggest that Esther would have had no chance of becoming queen had

her nationality been known. But would that mean that Mordecai was acting

out of personal ambition? One commentator wrote:
G¢eKSasS S@gSyida OFYS Fd I GNIX3IAO GAYS gKSY
forgotten their calling to separateness and had chosen to compromise their
religious heritage for the sake of personal advancement under Persian
R2ZYAYlGAZY ®¢

Could that charge be true of Mordecai? The text does not tell us. We are not

G2t R a2NRSOFAQa Y20A@Sad 2SS |NB y20 G2tR

actions. We are not told that Mordecai was following the law. We are not told

any extenuating circumstaes that might help us explain why Mordecai does

what he does here. All we see is what Mordecai does; we are not told why he

does it.
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Yy2gft SRIS 2F 9a0KSNDa ARSyuGaAade YAIKG Sl a
her. We see antBemitism in this book, and Haman might not have been the
only one who felt that way about the Jews and who was prepared to act on it.

Ly FlLOGx +ta S gAft aSST I FYFyQa AYYSRAL{
is to strike out against all the Jews in the land.

YR &2 a2NRSOIA tA(1Ste KIFEIR 3JI22R NBlIazy
particularly so if the now banished Vashti was the evil vengeful Amestris. The

fact that Mordecai checked on Esther daily shows that he was very concerned

about her.

Verses 1214 reveal the process by which the girls were presented to the king.
Apparently, most of the girls spent only a single night with the king, after which
they moved to the house of Shaashgaz and became a concubine.

¢tKS aaSO2yR K2dzaSé¢ 2NJ daSO2yR KINBYE¢ Ay
second group of women, or a separate wing in the harem complex.

There was no guarantee that the king would ever call them again, which meant

GKSe ¢g2dzt R 0S O2yFAYSR (2 6KIFG 2yS 02Y
GAR26K22Rdé | FOUSNI 2yS yAIKO gAGK (GKS (1 AYy:
of their lives secluded in the harem.

The text is showing us here that the odds were heavily stacked against Esther.
How could such a marginalized person in a hostile world ever make a
difference for God? Only by a great reversal!

One commentator rightly reminds us that these verses highlight the
inhumanity of polygamy.

When we think of polygamy, we usually think of the Mormons. Joseph Smith
NELR2NISRf& NBEFSNNBR (2 LRfe3arye a adKS
SOSNI NBGSIFEtSR G2 YIy 2y SIENIK®dE . dziz 2F O
R2OUNAY Se 41 & bydzmstMofmdns Wheh iycai yo% Bhoice
between it and Utah becoming a state.
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There are still some Mormons who practice polygamy, most notably the group

led by Warren Jeffs, who is now jailed in Texas for his sexual abuse of children.

2S R2y QO KIFI @S GAYS G2 are YdzOKctheo 2dzi (KA a
most reliable indicadr of a marY F RS NBf AIA 2y A& GKIG NBfA
and particularly when thereisa€ol t f SR a&aLISOAI f NB GBSt GA2Y¢
leader or leaders to engage in sexual immorality. Muhammad claimed to have

received such a revelation, as did botlsdph Smith and David Koresh.

Esther 2:1518

15 Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail the uncle of

Mordecai, who had taken her for his daughter, was come to go in unto the

1Ay3s &aKS NBIdZANBR y20KAYy3a odzi oKIFG | S3lA
keeper of the women, appointed. And Esthdxtained favour in the sight of

all them that looked upon her. 16 So Esther was taken unto king Ahasuerus

into his house royal in the tenth month, which is the month Tebeth, in the

seventh year of his reign. 17 And the king loved Esther above all the

women,and she obtained grace and favour in his sight more than all the

virgins; so that he set the royal crown upon her head, and made her queen

instead of Vashti. 18 Then the king made a great feast unto all his princes

YR KA&a aSNDI ylandheSnadey releasdit&iBeNad FSIFadT |
provinces, and gave gifts, according to the state of the king.

We need to pause and consider an important question that we have only

hinted at so far in our discussianis Esther portrayed here as @ositive
example or as aegativeexample?

For many, the question itself is surprisiqgs there any doubt that Esther is a
positive role model? Yes, there is doubt, at least by some.

And remember that the inspired text has carefully concealed and will continue

G2 O02yOSIf 9aiKSNDa (K2dzaAKGAa FyYyR Y2UA0 GA
we are not toldwhy she acted that way. And, quite frankly, she does not seem

to rise to her high position by consistent obedience to the Law as, for example,

Joseph did in Egypt or Daniel did in Babylon.

Here is what one modern commentator has said on this issue:
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Gl 2¢ ¢g2dA R &2dz dz&aS (GKA& SLA&2RS FTNRY 9aiK

teenage daughter? What message would she get? Make yourself as

FGOGNY OGAGS a LRrRaaAoftsS (2 LRoSNFdzZ YSyK

1AY3IR2YK ¢KS SyR 2dzadATASa GKS YSIyake
Did Esther initially hide her identity rather than face persecution as a child of
God, as some suggest? Did she engage in situational ethics, as others argue?
We know that she will soon take a very courageous stand, but is Esther being
courageous here?

Here is a very harsh quote from a 1%tntury Jewish commentator:

Gb2¢ 6KSY az2NRSOFA KSINR (KS ({Ay3IQa KSNIf

had a daughter or a sister should bring her to the king to have intercourse
with an uncircumcised heathen, why did he not risk his life to take her to
some deserted place to hide until tlilanger would pass? He should have
been killed rather than submit to such an act. Why did Mordecai not keep
righteous Esther from idol worship? Why was he not more careful? Where
was his righteousness, his piety, and his valor? Esther too should by right
have tried to commit suicide before allowing herself to have intercourse
gAGK - SNESa ¢

The text makes no attempt to vindicate Esther by explaining the extenuating

OANDdzyaidl yoOSa 2NJ 68 NBLRNIAyYy3I GKFG aKS g

instructions. Later Greek translators added such explanations, even having
Esther announce at one point tha aKS FFTo0K2NNBR daiGKS

0
dzy OA NDOdzYOA aSR®d¢ . dzi adzOK Aa y20 LI NI 27

It cannot be an accident that the original text is silent on these questions. The
reader is left to decide. Is Esther wholly righteous? Is she partly or maybe even
mainly unrighteous? Did Esther start out unrighteous but later experience a

reversal and beame righteous?

Although we have some clues, the Bible does not explicitly answer those
jdzZSaidA2yas SAGKSNI KSNE 2N St aSsKSNB o
the roll call of faith in Hebrews 11 or anywhere else in the Bible outside of this
book that bears her ame.

Our list of friends say a lot about us, but so does our list of enemies. | think
GKFGO 6l a WSadzaQ LRAYyOG Ay [dZlS co
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Luke 62662 2SS (G2 @&2dzz ¢gKSy Iff LIS2LXS aLISI] o
fathers did to the false prophets.
Daniel had enemies. Jospeh had enemies. Did Esther have any enemies? Verse
Mp alé&a GKFId a9aidKSNI 200GFAYSR FlF@2dz2NJ Ay
KSNX¥é¢ 5FyASt NRO{ISR (KS o62Fidd W2alLlSK NROJ
boat? As one commentaryoted:

In order for Esther to have concealed her ethnic and religious identity in the
harem, she must have eaten, dressed, and lived like a Persian rather than
an observant Jewess.

2SS RSTAyAGSte 4SS 9aliKSNNa NAIKGIS2dzaySaa
also see the opposite. And, if so, would that be surprising? How many Old

Testament characters are presented as wholly righteous? A few, but not many.
52y Qi 6S Y2 NBeenhdgatigeyualitigsimykedywihithe positive?

Also, we are in fact given one reason why Esther was doing what she was doing
¢ she was obeying Mordecai.

As for the intercourse with Xerxes, | think the Jewish scholar had at least one
thing rightc it would have cost Esther her life to refuse. And perhaps God did
not want Esther to pay that price because God had other plans for Esther.

¢CKS dzZf GAYFGS FyagSN (2 GKS jdzSaagazy 27
providence of God working in her life and in the events of this book. Whether

righteous or not, God was able to use Esther to advance his plans for his people

¢ and that is something &vsee God doing all throughout the Bible.

After the 12month beauty treatment in verse 12, Esther is finally taken before
the king in verse 16. She took with her only what Hegai suggested, perhaps
trusting that he knew best what would please the king.

The tenth month was a cold, wet month in the middle of winter. The seventh
year would have been 479 BC. As for why it took four years to replace Vashti,
the king was away in Greece for two of these four years.
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Verse 17 is a key verse in these eveqtking Xerxes made Esther queen
instead of Vashti.

Those who believe that the book of Esther is fiction argue that these events
are similar toA Thousand and One NighBut in that folk tale, King Shekriya
enjoyed a different bride every night, only to have her executed the next
morning, which is quite different from what we read here. Again, the book of
Esther is presented to us in the Bible as historical fact, ancttiseno reason

to take it any other way.

¢KA&d &ddzZRRSY RSOA&A2Y adza3asada GKFdG GKS |
beauty, and may explain why he chose a queen outside of the leading Persian

families. Although Esther was no doubt beautiful, | think we also see here the

providence of God working tBrdzZ3 K - SNES&> 2dzali & D2RQa
worked through Cyrus and through Pharaoh.

| 246 R2Sa D2RQa LINPOARSYOS 62N]J K ¢KFd Aa |
G2 OGKIFG ljdzSaidrazy O02YS& FNRY a4S8SSAy3a SEF YLX
one here.

Is God providing for his people in the book of Esther with miraculous signs and
wonders? No. Is God providing for his people in the book of Esther? Absolutely.

We see God at work in all of these events, and that is why Esther is such a
modern book. It is showing us how God works today, and has always worked,
to provide for his people.

aAN) Of Sa KIS 02YS YR IINB y2¢g 32ySs 06dzi
We see it in the Garden. We see it in Esther. We see it today. God has always

worked to provide for his people. The age of miracles has ended, but the age

of providence will never eti

¢CKS FdziK2NJ F g2ARa (GKS @2NR aYFINNRIF ISS¢
commentators argue that it was a marriage beyond her control and therefore
y20 F G0GNXzS YIENNRF3IS G Fftd /SNIFAyte& 94a
would have been death.
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It is interesting to note that Jewish Esther married Gentile Xerxes at about the
same time that intermarriage between Jews and Gentiles became an issue
among the Jews who had returned to Jerusalem. When we get back to Ezra 9
FYR mMnXI ¢S ¢ htohdednat®n od theNdix€damarKagdsknd his
insistence that they divorce. How would Ezra have judged this Jewish queen?

What was Esther herself thinking about all of this? Had she been swept off her
feet by the attention of the most powerful man on earth? Or was she
wondering why God had allowed such a horrible thing to happen to her? We
are not told.

To celebrate, the king gave a great feast (one of our themes!), and the king

AN YGSR | aNBtSIFasSé Ay OSNAS myod ¢KS 1 So
G2 NBadGodé LG O2dAZ R YSIY | aK2f ARIF&X¢é | AN
the false Smerdis ascdad the throne, Herodotus tells us that he granted his

subjects freedom from taxation and military service for a period of three years,

so perhaps that is what it means here. If it did mean a remission of taxes, then

no doubt it caused all of the people tove Esther as much as the king did!

¢tKS | SoONBg 62NR (NI yaftl iSR a3a3AFTiaéd Ay @SN
the meaning is not entirely clear.

It is interesting how often the people of God found themselves in royal courts.
Joseph and Moses went before Pharaoh, Daniel went before Nebuchadnezzar,
and now Esther goes before Xerxes. Many prophets appeared in royal courts
when charged by God to spetikith to power.

As Christians, we should never shy away from opportunities to do likewise.
Who knows but that we might have come to that position for such a time as
this?

C2N) GK2asS ¢6K2 R2y Qi 0StAS@OS D2RQa LIS2LX S
LQY 3t R GKS& RARYQlU O2y @Ay OS 9a0KSNJ 2NJ
belong wherever the battle is raging!
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Esther 2:1920

19 And when the virgins were gathered together the second time, then

a2NRSOFA ald Ay GKS 1Ay3aQa 3IFGSed wn 9aiKS
nor her people; as Mordecai had charged her: for Esther did the

commandment of Mordecai, like as when she wasuigitt up with him.

What does verse 19 mean when it says that the virgins were gathered together
GGKS &a4S0O02yR (GAYSéK LG A& I RAFFAOdMzA G LIKN.
RSOf I N GKFIG a@OSNARS mdp Ad 2yS 2F GKS Y2al(

Here are the main theories:

T ¢KS &aSO2yR 3IFGKSNAY3 g1 a&a + 3AFIKSNAYy3I (
Fad 1jdzSSY o0gAGK 9A0GKSNRA I GKSNAYy3I o0SAYy

1 The second gathering was the gathering that occurred in the second
house from verse 14.

1 The second gathering was the gathering for Esther, while the first
gathering must have been for Vashti.

aS

T ¢tKS | SoNBg g2NR GNIyat!l
0KS

GRAFFSNBYyUZE YR &z
gathered together at a different time.

N 2O«

aa
NA 3

| think the first view is the best viewthe second time in verse 19 refers to a
second gathering of the virgins after Esther became queen. Most likely it was
a second procession of the unsuccessful contestants, perhaps intended to
KAIKEAIKG tydnconfpSidbRta thérsS | dz

CKFG a2NRSOIFIA gla arxdaAay3a d GKS 1Ay3aQa
some sort. One commentator suggests that after Esther became queen she
had Mordecai appointed a magistrate or a judge.

¢KS 1{Ay3aQa 3ILGS 61 a |+ odAftRAYI gAGK | 3L
commercial business was conducted. The foundations of this gate have been

located at Susa (in present day Iran), and it measures 131 by 92 feet. (See the

earlier handout.)t consisted of a central hall that led into the royal compound

Page 231 of 456
www. ThyWordIsTruth.com
www.FulshearChurchOfChrist.org



http://www.thywordistruth.com/
http://www.fulshearchurchofchrist.org/

and two rectangular side rooms. The evidence from the excavation of the gate
and the palace corresponds well with the details given in Esther.

LYy @SNBES wn ¢S IINBE 3FAYy NBYAYRSR 2F a2NF
not reveal her identity. And we see no effort by Esther to get him to change
his mind.

Later we will see Mordecai command Esther to reveal her ideqtapd that

is when Esther will finally stand up to him and try to talk him out of it! In fact,

the only time in the entire book when Esther raises any protest at all to

Mordecai is found latd) Ay nYmm GKSNBE 9aiKSNJ LINRGSa
instruction to keep her heritage hidden, but rather his command (4:8) that she

reveal her heritage to the king. Again, it raises some questions about Esther.

After those events, we will see, not Mordecai commanding Esther, but rather
Esther commanding Mordecai, which will be yet another example of our
theme of reversal.

Esther 2:2123

HM LY GK2&aS RlI&dasx gKAES az2NRSOFA alid Ay 0
chamberlains, Bigthan and Teresh, of those which kept the door, were

wroth, and sought to lay hand on the king Ahasuerus. 22 And the thing was

known to Mordecai, who told it unto Beer the queen; and Esther certified

0KS 1Ay3a GKSNB2F Ay a2NRSOFAQad yIYS®P Ho !
the matter, it was found out; therefore they were both hanged on a tree:

and it was written in the book of the chronicles before the king.

Why didthese two eunuchs become angry? We are not told, but remember
that between these events and the events in Chapter 1, the king had been
humiliated in a battle against the Greeks. That humiliation may have caused
this anger. We know that the king was evertyaassassinated many years
later under very similar circumstances.

Mordecai hears of the plot, and he tells Esther, who then tells the king. The
conspirators are hanged on a tree, which may refer to death by impalement,
and the events are recorded in the book of chronicles before the king.

Page 232 of 456
www. ThyWordIsTruth.com
www.FulshearChurchOfChrist.org



http://www.thywordistruth.com/
http://www.fulshearchurchofchrist.org/

A ASY

I OO2NRAY3I (2 | SNRPR2Gdza>s a0 KSYSOSNI - SNE
with distinction, he would find out his name, and his secretaries wrote it down,
023SGKSN) gAGK KAa OAGEe FyR LI NByidl3sSoé

Verse 22 tells us something very important about Esthehe gave credit
where credit was due. And if she had not done so, these events would have
turned out very differently. And there are some lessons for us here.

First, the obvious lesson is that we should also give credit where credit is due
and not take unearned honors upon ourselves.

But there is also a second lesspaur seemingly small acts of integrity (which
may seem like nothing to us at the time) can have huge unforeseen impacts
on our lives and the lives of othegsas can our seemingly small (seemingly to
us anyway) acts of sibbedience.

We are not living in a vacuum. People see what we do and how we live. They
see our actions, they hear our words, and they perceive our priorities.
Everything we do, either good or bad, creates a ripple. We need to be sure we
are creating good ripples.

2SS R2Yy QU 1y26 6KSNB (GK2aS NALLI Sa I NB
What may seem small to us at the time may be just the thing that God will use

later to turn the world upside down! We cannot see the resulting chain of
events, but God can.

God plays a perfect game of chess. When we make a move, God can see all of
the resulting moves all the way to the end of the game. We can see only a few
moves ahead, but God can see all the way to the end, and beyond.

Rather than saying that God is the perfect chess player, perhaps a better
analogy is to say that God is the perfect chess coach. God is telling us through
his word what moves we should make. Are we going to trust ourselves, only
being able to see a few mes ahead at most, or are we going to trust God
who can see everything?
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¢CKS aodzidSNFfte STFSOUléeé NBFSNARA (2 GUKS ARSH
¢ such as the wind movements created by the beating of butterfly wings
leading eventually to a hurricane on the other side of the globe.

¢CKS LINRBoOofSY Aa GKIG S OFyQi GStf gKAOK S
effect. Most of them seem small at the time, but some of them may be the

first wing flap that leads to a hurricane. This small decision by Esther in verse

22 to give credit tdVlordecai eventually leads to the salvation of the Jewish

people from an evil plot to destroy them all.

So where are we at the end of Esther 2? Queen Vashti has been replaced by
QueenEsther, and Mordecai, having risen to a level of prominence, saved the
1Ay3Qa ftAFS YR KIrd KA&a RSSR&a NBO2NRSR Ay

What happens next? We finally meet the villain in Chapter 3.

Esther 3:1

After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above all the
princes that were with him.

In verse 1, we are introduced to Haman.

When Jews today celebrate the feast of Purim, the children are given

noisemakers to use while the book of Esther is read, and they try to drown out

GKS NBIFIRSNJ gAUGK y2AaS SOSNE GAYS | FYlIyQz
recommending that we follow that custo this morning!)

We are not told why Haman is honored in this way, but it is interesting that
the text places the promotion of Haman just where a reader would expect to
4SS az2NRSOFAQa LINBY2UA2Yy FT2NI ¥F2AfAy3 GKS

Haman is promoted to be second only to the king, while Mordecai appears to
go unrewarded. Mordecai saves the king, and Haman is promoted. Did that
create some resentment in Mordecai? We are not not told.
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When Haman is introduced, he is identified as an Agagite (which is one of the
most important words in the entire book).

¢tKAad NBTFSNBYyOS (G2 1IFYlLyQa ylFiAz2ylfAaGe
already centuries old. (Which in terms of Middle East conflicts is just like
yesterday!)

Recall that when Mordecai was introduced in Chapter 2, he was described in
a way that would have caused any Jewntonediately thing of King Saul. We
wondered at the time why that was so, and now we will get the answer.

There is perhaps not a single word in Esther that comes with more baggage
than does the word Agagite in Esther 3:1.

Haman was an Agagite, and Agag was the king of the Amalekites at the time
that Saul was the first king of Israel.

The Amalekites had the dubious distinction of being the first nation to attack

FYR GNB G2 RSaiNRe D2RQa ySgfte F2N¥SR
promised Moses that he would completely destroy the Amalekites and be at

war with them from generation tgeneration.

Exodus 17:146-¢ KSy GKS [hw5 &alFAR (2 az2aSax a?
in a book and recite it in the ears of Joshua, that | will utterly blot out the

KAy

0?2

NA |

YSY2NE 2F !'YFES]T FTNRY dzyRSNJ KSI @Sy oé | yR

called the name of it, The LORD Is My Banner, saying! Kl Yy R dzLJ2y (K
throne of the LORD! The LORD will have war with Amalek from generation
G2 3ASYSNI A2y dé
FEFFYQa 2N} OfS AY bdzY6SNE Hn LINBRAOIU
greater than Agag (the Amalekite king).

Numbers 24:7 Water shall flow from his buckets, and his seed shall be in
many waters; his king shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be
exalted.

Later, God instructed King Saul to attack the Amalekites and totally destroy
everything that belonged to them.
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1Samuel15:8-1 YR { I Ydz§f &FAR G2 {ldf I a¢KS

you king over his people Israel; now therefore listen to the words of the

[hw5® ¢Kdza alea GKS [hw5s 2F Kz2adaz WL

in opposing them on the way when they came up oUEgypt. Now go and
strike Amalek and devote to destruction all that they have. Do not spare
them, but kill both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel
FYR R2y{1SeoQ¢

Saul did attack them, but he spared the life of King Agag and kept the best of
0KS aKSSLI IyR (GKS OlFIdGftST Ay RA&a206SRASYO

1 Samuel 15:123 - And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him,

G.tSaasSR 0SS e2dz 62 (GKS [hw5®d L KI @S

[ hws5dé ' yYR {IYdsStf &alFARI G2KIFG GKSY Aa

YR GKS t26Ay3 2F (G(KS 2ESeproughtl G L
them from the Amalekites, for the people spared the best of the sheep and
of the oxen to sacrifice to the LORD your God, and the rest we have

[ hwe

Kl @&

N>

LIS NJF 2

KA
KSI NX¢é

RSP2GSR (2 RSAGNHZOGAZ2Yy dE ¢KSYy { I YdsSt I AR
whatthe LORE F AR (G2 YS (GKA& yAIKGPE ! yR KS I AF
{lYdzSf &alFARI G¢K2dzZAK &2dz FNB tAGAHES A e 2
of the tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel. And the

[ hw5 aSyd @e2dz 2y | YAcdésketgnthey R a4 ARX WD2 X
AAYYSNES GKS !'YIfSTAGSEaY YyR FAIKAG | 3IlFAYyaE
Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD? Why did you pounce on

GKS &aLR2Af FYyR R2 ¢gKIFG ¢l a S@OAt Ay (GKS aiil

{ ' YdzSt I efdd th&voigeSf tt®e @ORD. | have gone on the mission
on which the LORD sent me. | have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and |
have devoted the Amalekites to destruction. But the people took of the
spoil, sheep and oxen, the best of the things devoteddstruction, to

aF ONAFTAOS G2 (GKS [hw5 &2dz2NJ D2R Ay DAf 3l ®

as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of
the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat
of rams.For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption is as
iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he

A =2 4 oA x

KIa fa2 NB2SOGSR @82dz TNRY o0S8SAy3I 1Ay3dé

Samuel hacked Agag to pieces before the LORD in Gilgal (1 Samuel 15:33).

And Saul was later killed by an Amalekite in 2 Samu€el@,:Wwhich certainly
drove home with some finality the lesson that he should have killed them all
(although Saul himself played the key role in his own death).

D2RQa LINBPYAAS Ay 9E2Rdza wmt G2 08
generation had been given to Moses within the context of the old covenant
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being received at Sinai. Would that promise still stand for the Jews who were
living in exile for having violated that same covenant? Could they expect God
to remain faithful to his promises when they had not remained faithful to
theirs? Would God finallgive his people over to their ancient enemy? And
would any of the events in this book have happened had King Saul not
disobeyed God five centuries earlier?

These are the questions posed by the simple identification of Haman as an
Agagite in verse 1.
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